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President's Remarks January, 2008
By Brica Groer

& very Happsr Mew Year to you and yoors!
If it’s Jarmary, 1t ranst be Prograr Planrmg fime. ..

One of the things [ like bestabout League 15 that 1t 15 actuallya worlang model of how dermocracyis
supposed to function. League decisions to study issues or take action do not corne down fror the top; rather,
Leagnue leaders take their direction frorm peow, the mdredual merbers of League.

Those of you who have been in League a long time probably understand how this process works, but for
newer metnbers, the workings of League are not always so transparent. You mavybe wondering what I'm
talking about — how do we 1ndivadual merabers of League go about telling the leaders — whether at the
national, state, or local level—what we wonld like League to studyor take acton on?

The process by which this 15 accorplished 15 called Prograrn Plarming. In League speak, “program™ refers to
those selected issues chosen by mernbers at the local state, and national lewel for study and action; for
exarple, the current two-year study on nmigration 15 part of LWV TS “prograra™ for the cwrrent bienniarn.

Drning the program planning process, members exarine cwrent League positions on the Matonal (in even
years) or State level (1n odd years), as well as at the local level and note whether they want the positions to
be keptas theyare, to be changed in sorme way, or to be eliminated. Theyalso consider any 1ssues they
wold like to have studied. Finally, members decide what the vwwant the Hational {or State) and local
Leagnues to make their hizhest priorihes for studvandior action. These recornendatons—your
recornrmendations -- are then submitted to the localboard for its approsal . Upon board appeoval the
recornrmendations are subritted to Mational or State League for consderation at Convention, or at the
Lrrmal Weeting in the case of local program.

Then at Mational or State Cormvention, or atour Lrnemal Meeting, the delegates (or the voting members m the
case of the local League) get o discuss, debate, challenge and finallyvote on those very recommendatons
for change, stady, or action. Delegates representing Leagnes from all over therebyr prosade the direction for
the Matonal or State orgarazation over the course of the next bierraura ; indreidual members likewize direct
the course of LWV A

Lirraed with this mformation, I hope sou see how raportant the Program Planmng meeting 1. According to
Leagne bylaws, changes, 1ssues for stady, and priorntes cannot be irobated at Corvention or at the Annnmal
Lleeting without a majority wote of the delegates, the Program Plarrung process 15 your best o pporturaty to
make your opinions known, -(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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President's Remarks (continued)
By Brica Groeer

Lrrned with this informaton, I hope yousee how irportant the Prograrn Plarcang meeting 13, Sccording to League
bylaws, changes, 1ssues for study, and priontes carmotbe 1rabiated at Corvention or at the Anrmal Meeting without a
majontyvote of the delegates; the Program Planning process 13 your best opporhuraty to rmake sour o pinions known,

Please plan to take partin tre democracyat work, and jom your fellow LWV A A members at the Program Planmng
meeting on Satarday, Jarmary 26 at 930 &A1 at the charch on IWhneola. If yon wish, you canbrsh up on national
positions (available on the LWV TS website or in fmpact on Tssues, avallable at the LWV AL office) and local positions
(prnted 1n your handbook).

If smur New Year’s Besolution itvobres making a difference, this would be a great way fo get started. Hope to see sou
there !

Coalitions of Organizations to Which LWV Belongs

Soctal Poliey - Health Care Matural Resources

-biooess to Benefits Coalition (&BRC) -Great Lakes Bestoration Coaltion
-Campaign to Protect Oluo's Future -Greater Ohio

-Coalition for &ffordable Healtheare in Ohio (CA&HO) -Help End Lead Poisomng (HELF)
-Coalition for Farnily Health -Cluo Environmental Couneil
-Hasre a Heart Olan (HAHO)

-Cluo Family Coverage Coaltion Government Relafed

-Unrrersal Health Care &cton Metoork of Ohao (TTHC A1 -Freedom of Choice Ohio (FOCO)

-Cluo Disabality Vote Coalton
Social Policy - Educafion
-Coaltion for Public Education
-Cluo Coaltion for Eguity and &decjuacy of School Funding
-Cluo Fair Schools Carnpalzn

Social Policy - Ofher

-Coaltion on Homelessness and Housing 1n Olao (COHHIO)
-hrvenile Justice Coalition

-Lift the Cap Coalithon

-Chio Coaltion Lgainst Gun Violence

-Clioans to Stop Executions

-05T Insttute on Wornen, Gender, and Public Pohesy
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A Word From the Education Fund
By Jamice Jacobs

Lta recent League meeting there were a lot of questions about how the Education Fund began. [ think the following
report from Chaitran, Gerryr Hall tells us not only the beginrang but the cwrent day status as well. Thanks for takang
titne o read about one of the thangs that makes Akron Area League so special.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN YOTERS OF THE AKRON AREA EDUCATION FUND
ANNUAL REPORT

Ina February 19587 LWY & 8 Newsletter, Eleanor Az zarwal reported that i 1954, a group of forward-looking League
merabers formed a commaities to irwvestizate the posability of establislong a LWV A8 Education Fand. It had becore
obrvionus that the League could no longer depend on dues and the meager funds obtained i oan anmal finance diwve o

sustain the League and allow it to continme to make animpact on the corrmunity,

LWYLE needed to raise tax-deductible furds, so, with Board approwal, the comrmttes undertook the work of
researcling byelaws and getting legal achice . Their final draft was approved on April 5, 1986, Since that fire, the
Educaton Fund has worked to raise funds from the area coraranmty, members and fnends to fulfill our staternent of
parpose which 1z — The League of Women Voters of the &kron Area Education Fund 15 a public fourndaton which
provides the cormranmity with mforrmation abont public policy 1ssues and encourages cibizen participaton in government.

Charrently, the Education Fund 's assets are around $50,000, with most of that mone win an endowment fund. The interest
frorn wevestrnents, along with donations from local corporations, merbers, friends, and Acme Cash Back, fund League
voter education and information actrities. The endowrrent furnd has balt np over the years, mamly from several large
beruests from thoughtful mewbers. (Please keep the Education Fund in mind when writing or revising sour will.)

Thiz year the Education Fund pead for League’s voter service actmities including pubhislang the Voters Guide, both the
pritted edibon, 10,000 copies, and the expanded webate version. The Education Fund also covered the expenses of
candidate forums. The Education Fand supported the Suramit-Portage Leader Inshtute, a leadership training program for
hagh schiool gitls sponsored by five area Leagues, and pad for theee area ligh school givls to attend Buckeve Girls State.
Sadly, in Septermber, the Educaton Fund held a memonal lancheon in hornor of board member and good friend, Jean

Stesrens.

The Educaton Fund paye a portion of LWV ALz office expenses and 15 allowed to pava percentage of the per member
payroents (dues) to both LWV O and LWVTS . An important part of the success of the Education Fand 15 the continmed

financial support of the League members. Their generous yearly confributions keep the Education Fund viable.
We owe abig thank sou fo that 1 984 commattes for the foresght to establish the LWV AL Education Fund.

Grerry Hall, Chatrman May 24, 2007

Submissions for February's newsletter may he sent to Diana Kingshury at 1302 Perry Dr. WW Canton, OH 44708
pr e-mailed to dml2 digualronedu by January 15th. Thank You!
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Immigration Policy: Enforcement Issues

aummarized by Jeam Cuestel

The enforcerment to control illegal maragration in the United States has been constramed by econoraie and social forces.
Until 1965, the Bracero prograrn, regulated by the US and Mexican govemments, assured that legal Ilexican migrant
laborers carme termporarily to work on farms or railroads and retumed to MWexico. Each worker had $30.00 deposited in
Llexico by the U5 government to cover return expenses. & porion of each worker's pay was withheld fo establish a
savings account in a Mexican bank. Ofter, these accounts were not estabhished, and the workers were derged the withheld
savings when they returned to Mexico, Wages were also regulated by the governments. Byrthe 60's, the ragrant workers
bezan to organize and strike for better workang conditions and payw. The Mlexican goverrene nt reduced the number of
rigrant workersbraceros) the v would provide. Unanthorized workers (wetbacks) began crossing the border to do the
farrn work. When the Border Patrol tried to check the farms for illegalaorkers, the farmers protested against these
CGestapo tactics. The law was changed o allow ermplowers to pay $30 00 per worker to the Iexican government. There

was no oversizht by the Ilexican goverrenent, and the Border Patrol was derded nght to search farrns for illegal workers.

In this same tirne penod the Cral Rights marches were in progress, and m 1965 the Irmigration and MNationality &et
changed the U5 imragraton policy to bft race-based restnchons. & 20,000 lixait per country with a 170,000 ceiling for
Western Herusphere nations opened the opportunity to emigrate to people m the Whddle East and &Afnca. Congress
capped the rmrber of mmmizrants from Eastern and Western Hemisphere nations at 290,000 per year mm 1972, The
Irmrmigration and Naturalizaton Serace (IM5) did not recerve enough funds to check expired visas and green cands. &n
estimated 30% becarne 1llegal by overstaying their visas.

In 1996 U5-VISIT legislation was passed, which required fing erprinting foreigrers seeking entry to the Us. This process
prevented manycnranals fromm entering the U5 In 2001, the Patriot Act{Promotng &Sppropriate Tools Begured to
Intercept and Obstruct Terrorisrn) was introduced to protect owr country by reqpuring all agencies to share indorrmation
dhont irrigrants, have tighter controls onvisas, and mandated a tarnper-resistant entrymex it docarme ntation syster be
place by 2003, The IMNS was dismantled in 2003 Twenty-too agencies were consolidated nto Immigration and Custorns
Enforcerment (ICE) under the Departraent of Horneland Secunty, [CE is responsible for 400 federal statutes m the U5 and
US embassies. [CE also stands for "Integnty, Courage, Excellence”. The assistant secretary of ICE 15 appointed by the
president and reports directly to Hormeland Secunty. The six offices focus on mvestigating and tratrang, protecting
Congress and federal agencies, and "elirnimating border econormie transportation and indraste tare vulne rabilities" . Their
rnajor work 1s not border control buy court procedures of lllegal individuals. The legal systern invobres arduous appeals
and conrt extensions that are veryexpenste and allow violators to rermain i the TS for extended tune. The IDCE 15
overseen by the Executive Office for Imragration Beview (EQIR) and guided by the [llegal Immigration Beform and
Irnrdgration Aet (IIRIRA) of 1996,

[rmrmigration 15 considered a federal issue, but the 1996 [IRIE A authorized state and local gove rrenents to participate m
enforcing 1rmrmigration laws through Ilemo of Understanding (WO, a ramming prograr divected by ICE fo allow
designated officers in state and local areas to handle irrigrathon problerms. Objecting fo the cost and feanng retahation if
the v took on rnrigration enforcement, most states did not partcipate. In 2002 Florida unde rtook IIOT . States are now
heginning to want to expand arrest and hold tasks and assame the cost. S{CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)



anuary, 2005 The Akmwon YVoter Page 5
Iy 1)

Immigration Policy: Enforcement Issues (continued)

aummarized by Jeam Cuestel

In 19%6 the Border Patrol recerred a large boost in funds to endarge its forces and expand its area of oversizht. Money has
conbinued tobe sent fo protect the Mlexican Border, but it has not solved the illegal entry. An estimated half rallion people
enter each year. The only soluton to curtall dllegal rnrmizration that has recelved bi-partisan support in Congress is the
Secure Fence Lot of 2006, & 00 mile fence coshng mine billion dolars 15 to be bty 2009, Since state and local law
enforcement officers can not arest illegals that theycateh, Iexicans are released to rehun o Mlexico, and aliens from othe

countries aregrven notices to appear i court, which the v seldom do.

The IRCL of 1956 established sanctons on employers who knowing Iy hived dlegal ireniz rants. Swaft Corpansy followed
the mling and was mued by its employees for harassment becanse the process to check Social Secunty numbers and other
wentification conld take months, The vy were found gwlty and fined. In 1997 a Basic Pilot Program was introduced that
allowrs ernployers to venfyjob-seekers docwrnents. However, to question the docwrnent or ask for addibonal vernfication ca
lead to harassment-discrrination charges. Sgain, owiftwas found swlty m 2006 when ICE agents raided ther business

and found illegal irnmigrants i their employ.

In 2006 ICE miroduced a new program, IWAGE, which asks emplosyers to voluntanly hand over all workers' docurments.
Few businesses have errolled, which suggests that eraploying 1llegals ontweighs the threat of fines nor non-comphance. In
the past ermployer sanctions have notheen aggresstrely nor systernatically entorce or prosecuted. Anaverage of less than
1110 of one percent of US work sites have been irrreshgated.

Enforcerment! Ivluch roney has been spent and many prograrns have been introduced; yet, the problem of iraragration

confinues to grow.

Books of Interest for LWVAA Readers
Shabmatted by Jodie M Delamatre, Reference and Archives Librariaw

Beloman, Greg The Mo Nowle Adventure - The Marshall Flan & fhe Time wien Americe Helped Save Europe

Bowman, Jares Medie Madness: The Corrupion of Cur Polifical Culfure

Browrlee, Shannon Cherfreafed: Why foo much Medicine is maling us sicker and poorer
Chang , Ha-Joon Bad Sarmanitans: The Iyth of Free Trade and the Secret History of Capitalism

Dilvlento, Joseph F.C. & Doug benar, Parela Climafe Change: What i means for us, our children and our Grandchildren
-(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)-
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Books of Interest {continued)
Shabmittad by Jodie M Delamatre Reference and Arclives Librariaw

Elhs, Joseph I. American Creafion

Frum, David Comeback: Conservatism that can Win Agam

Gilrore, Glenda Elizabeth Defving Dixie: The Radical Rooks of Chal Rights, 1919- 1250
Greenspan, Alan The Lge of Turbulence

Heilbrunm, JTacob They Knew They were Right: The Rize of the MNeocons

Hitchens, Chnstopher Thomas Paine s Rights of Man

Lvins, Wolly Bill of Wrongs: The Execufive Branch's Assaulf on America’s Fundamental Rights. (Her last book)
Elaplan, Fred Daydrearn Behewers: How a few Grand Ideas Wrecked Arnerican Power
Levwns, tnthony Freedom for the Thought thaf we Hafe

Lewns, David Levenng God’s Crucible: Islam and the Making of Europe

Dlachzan, Charles I, The Collapse of the Greaf American Newpaper

Bhodes, Fichard &rsenals of Folly: The Making of the Muclear Armms Face

Thornas, Clarence My Grandfather s Son

Toobin, Jeffrey The Mne: Inside fhe Secref World of the Supreme Courd

Attention League Members: Acme CashBack Ends February 16th

Iista rerminder: the Beme CashBack program willbe ending on February 16, 2008, Anyregister fapes that you hawve
should be tamed i to Janice Jacobs by Febrmary 22, 2005,
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U.5. and Ohio: Messing With Mother Nature
By: Adarna Lilliedale Becker

Photographing with heat-seeking cameras, inland along the Gulf Coast, has 1dentfied an ecological disaster. Old growth
trees have drowned from being in stagnant water for over a year from the Hwricane Katina disaster and the heavyrains
following it

The area gathered together, where the photo maps glow red frorm nsing levels of cartbon dioxide, 15 the aze of the state
of Iiaine. The nurwhber of trees kalled 13 ten tirnes the uober destrosred by the emphon of lount Saint Helen®s. Instead
of oxyzenbeing created, a staggerng quanbtyof cathon dioxide 15 being released.

Flobal warrmng 15 also evaporating Lake Erie’s water to a lesser degree than Lake Superior. In some places, Lake Enie
{the shallowestof the Great Lakes) freezes all the way to the bottom. Lake Supenor’s deep water 13 55 degrees

year-round becanse of the earth’s therrnal heat. Its sarface water never completely freezes, exposing 1t to the air.

Sorne who own propertyalong Ene's shore in Ohio want it down to the low water mark instead of just to the lagh water
rnark. The shore between the marks has been held mn trust for the public for over 200 years. The state of Ohio 15
considenng prrvatizing some of the 312 maile North Coast shoreline .

The Ohio Errirormental Council Law Clinde and the Mational Wildlife Federation have intervened in a landrnark court
case that they will take to the Ohio Supreme Court if necessary to prevent erosion and other ecological damages and
Ulegal actrvities. The shoreline is used by families, hikers, fisherrer, rescue tearns, mspectors, ete.

We need to act HOW! Whyrincur expenses that canbe better spent? Sad to use resources to block the sreedy, butit
musthe done. Stop the land grabl The shore properfies are already obfaiming extra land from the evaporation of the
Lake’s water. If the slope is srnall, the property they gain 15 extensmee . We are so blessed to have water of quality and
guantity.

Inspriation for the New Y ear:

"Mewer doubt that a small group ofthoughtful, committed cdtizens can change the world. Indeed, it1s
the only thing that ever has " —

-Margaret Mead- \_
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Relevant Dates

January 26: Program Planming Meeting

Become a Member Today!

Any citizen of voting age, male or female, may becomes a Leagus mambaer. Annual
dues of $50 include local, ztate and national memberzhip, including newsletters
from cach. Dues ara $25 for those under 30 yeara of age. Household membership
(zarme addrass} is $50 for firat meambar, $25 Tar each additional member.
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