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President's Remarks April, 2008
By Brica Greer

When a dozen Leaguers completed the survey of membershup last spring, it became clear from
the numbers that LWWVAA needed to take serlous steps to revitalize our orgaruzation. While we
are not experlencing a net loss in membershup, owr owerall membership 1z aging, with a

consequent decreaze Inthe number of members willing and able to be active contributors to the
work of the League. (Please refer to the September Voter for the detalled results of the surwey.)

Accordingly, 15 Leaguers devoted an entire Saturday last Mowvermnber to the strategic planning
process. We brainstormed about owr wizion for the League i future, what our priorities for the
organization should be, and about goals and objectives for LWWVAA in the areas of orgaruzation,
prograrm, and action.

The final draft of the LWWVAA Revitalization Strategic Flan was at last approwed by the Board at
the March meeting, after much discussion, revision, and re-revision. | encourage you to read it
with the understanding that the process 15 ondy two-thirds complete. We will be meeting again in
April to work on the Action Plan that will help us realize the goals and obpetives that we defined
in this first part of the process. When the Action Plan 1s complete, we will share that with you as
well.

vice

LWVAA REVITALIZATION
STEATEGIC PLAN

Mizzior: The League of Women VWoters, a nompartizan political orgamzation, encourages informed and
active participation mm government, works to increase understanding of major public polcy 1zsues, and

influernces poblic policy through ed ocation and advocacy.

Vieion Statement: We envizion the League of Women Woters of the Aloon Area to be a dynarmc
orgamration actively involved m local polites eo that a diversity of b zens recognires the League azan
eszential resource that motivates them to become increazmgly involved in awc atfaire and feel compelled

to jpin the League

Priorities

1. oreater diversity (ed ocation, race, sex, gender, 3E3) in LWVAA memberzhip.

2 LWWVAA muet be more proactive rather than reactive

3 An inereaee in active memberzhip wonld lead to an increaze in izznes meetings which wonld in

tom reznltin increased attendance and greater participation.

-lcontinoed on next page)-
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President's Remarks (continued)
By Brica Greer

& oals and Objectives
Organiration

Goal LWWVAA will attract new and diverse members and will regularly provide those new members with
an orlentation to League procedure, protooo] and policy.
O bjective=
1. A new membership orientation protocol will be developed and offered twice a year.
2. LwyAA will farget three diverse gmoups each year to whom we will market our organizration
Goak LWWVAA will annually plan, evaluate and measure goals and objectives and
progress towards ifs vislon.
O bjective=
1. Obectives and goals will be integrated with the priorities established at the Annual Meeting in June.
2. Before the Annual Meeting in June, the outgoing board will review and assess whether obectives and
goals from the previous year were met.

Frogmam
Goak LWWVAA will provide regular opportunities for members to understand Lesgue protoco] for study,

oonsensus and action.
O bjective=
1. The protocol for study, consensus and action will be posted on the LWWAA website, in the August Voter
and annually in the handbook.
2. Thiz topic will be included in the new member orientation protoool.
3. LWWVAA will participate in local, state and /or national studies as membership directs.
4. LWWVAA will develop a template for communicating and distributing the results of a study.

Action
Goal L'WY AA will be an active participant in the local political arena.

O bjective=
1. Bach year the newly constituted board will dete nmine the focus of the observer corps for the upcoming

year.
2. The corps will attend a majority of the meetings for the goup(s) identified and make regular repors to

League membership.

a. As a result of League participation members will recommend areas of concern for cons ideration for
LWWAA studies and priorities.

3. LWVAA will equest a seat on appropriate boards and commissions

a. As a result of League participation members will recommend areas of concern for cons ideration for
LWWAA studies and priorities.

4 After completing a study, LWVAA will continue following, reporting and taking action Hill the issue is
resolved or no longer relevant.
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LWVAA Fundraiser: Theater Night Out
By Lois Arnold

The League's fundraiser will onee again ke a rught out at Weathervane Commuruty Theater. The play 1s
Enchanted April, a drama written by Matthew Barber. Meet two bored BEnglish housewiwes of 1922 Londorn,
whoare tired of their humdrum, conwentional lives. The month of April spent in Italy, with two other ladies,
provides the restorative power that allows each woman to "bloom again” in urimagined ways.

All the detalls for this FURN everung are on the attached flyer. You should hawe received 15 raffle tickets that
hope you will sell or purchase. If you need more let me know.

Pleasze sell as many raffle tickets and admission tickets as you are able to sell. Inwite family and friends. The
League needs your support and you will have an enjoyable everning. If you can bring something for the
dessert served after the play please call Sharon Gandee at 3308644659

THE LAST DATE TO PURCHASE THEATER TICKETS IS APRIL 16, 2008,
Send your check for thester tickets and raffle tickets to:
Lois Arnold

337 B. BEramble Circle

Akron, OH 443212770

YOURTICKETS WILL EEHELD AT THE BOX OFFICE

Juvenile Justice Committee Report

The Juwenie Justice committee, comprized of Betty Landers, Marjorie Thiell, and Harriet Cutler, will be
cosponsoring an event entitled "Gangs” with the Alron Police Department at the Highland Square Library
on April 10th, from 630830 pm. If you hawe any questions, please contact Harriet Cutler at 3308369034,

Editor's Note

Submissions for the May newsletter should be sent to Diana Kingsbury at 1309 Perry Dr. NW Canton, OH
L7708 or dmbk24&uakroniedu by April 15th. Thank you wery much!
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Lake Erie Basin Committee Report
By Mary Lou Gault (Co-coordinator and L FAA member)

March 13 Beavon, page B4, carrled a froubling item regarding towing n the Great Lakes " . Congress forces
Centers for Disease Control and Prewention to release draft that ndicates cancer, premature births caused by
water pollution..." Within that same article was a special insert ' .. Reformulated Gasoline... Environmental
Protection Agency's stricter limits for ozone may cost Oluo motorists at the gas pump.....

Fegarding the first itern, CDC officials released the draft after accusations of a cover-up. The document was
produced by scientists at the COC. But the administration quickly distanced themselwes from the work saying
that some of the scierce 17 weak. CDXC officials also sald they hawve asked an independent scientific advisory
organization - the Institute of medicine - to review the drafts and give its own assessment of the work's
guality. It iz unusual but not unheard of for the Institute to review CTC research. It is expected to firush the
assessment by the end of June.

To continue the item I started in the last newsletter:

" We divide Lake Erie into three basins, a wery shallow Western Basin (average depth 24 feet) with a wery flat
bottomn between Sanduskyand Brie. The Western Basin is the warmest during the summer and receives the
meost nutrients and sediment. When Lake Brie stratifies during the summer, the thermodline [ the layer of
water where the temperature gradient is greater than that of the warm layer abowe and the cold layer below)
normally forms at a depth of about £5-50 feet. Az a result, we seldom have a thermocline in the Western
Easin, and the cold bottom layer (hypolimruon) beneath the thermocline in the Central Basin is wery thin -
about 10 feet thick. Consequently, if the Lake s too productive from recelving too many nutrients (the
problem that occurred in the 60z and P05 when Lake BErie was incorrectly called a "Thead Lake') it 1z Likely that
the dizsolwed cxygen in the Central Basim hypolmnion will be used up during the summer creating an area of
anoxla - the "Tead Zone.” This changes the chermistry with the hypolimnion, causing it to mowe from an
oxdizing environment to a reducing environmment which allows phosphorus and metals in the sediment to
diszolwe mto the water. This hypolimnetic water causes a number of serlous problems if it is sucked into
Central Basin water plants.

(Tune in next time for the conelusion.)

Inspirational Thoughts:

"With reahzation of one's own potential and self-cordidence in one's ability, one canbuild abetter world."
-The Dialal Larna

"Derocracy 15 never a thing done. Dermocrac v is always something that a nation raustbe doing "
-Archibald MacLeish
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ACME CASH BACK = $$§ FOR LEAGUE
By Jamice Jacobs

Cur cash back check for 2007-2008, n the amount of, §114.89 | 1z In process and should be recelved soon. This
1z less than last year, because of the wavy the program was restructured this sear.

Many thanks to the fine folks at Acme. Throughout the inception of thiz program contributions of more than
516 million hawe been made to varlous non-profit Akron area community organizations.

The dates and other particulars for next year are not yet avalakle, but it's a good idea to start saving your
tapes again around Septemnber 1st. You may notice the little " Acme Cash Back” printout and amount at the
bottomn of each register receipt. I'll let you know ASATP

Of course, the credit really goes to all the Leaguers & Priends who sawve their tapes throughout the year. Onee
again, thank you, to all who contributed!|

Lois Arnold Bonnie Horowitz Jeanme COrr Marprie Thuell
Jodie Delamatre Jariee Jacobs Jean Questel Susan Vogelsang
Emma Ferrin Ardith Keclk Sandra Rossl Paula Warner
Sharon Gandee Marprie Laning Jane Sanders JoArnne Warsinskey
Mary Lou Gault Pat Lepingwell Eetty Selberling

Erics Greer Gloria Markuten Joanne Shuppy

Sharley Greer Gloria Massa Fosemary Spindler

Cerry Hall Arny Mitch Maureen Sullivan

Sleglinde Hays Jane IMaoble Eetty Taylor

Jaruee Jacobs

PO Boxdb

Cuy. Falls, OH 44222

Hrn 330 929 2008 / Bus 330 923 0111

The Everest Report

As excerpted from the email article The EVEREST Feport: Climb Beery Mountain, but Don't Start an
Avalanche by Feg Fosenfield, LWV Election Specialist (www. ohioimpact. org)

¥What is the Everest Re por?
The BWVEREST report stands for Evaluation and Validation of Election-Felated BEquipment, Standards and
Testing Report, "a risk assessment of Ohuo's current woting system.”

{wontinued on next pagel-



April, 2008 The Akron Woter Fage &

The EVEREST Report (continued)

After the 2004 Chio election, a variety of individuals and organizations exprezsed concerns about election integrity, 2ecurity, and
the accuracy of various volng system technologies. Building on other 2tates’ aszesaments, which had exposed 2erious flaws in
their voting syztems, the Ohio Secretary of State had our state’s volting systems, equipment, and contraols tezted by oubide experts.
Thiz was paid for with 3L 9 million in federal funding With Battelle Memorial Institute of Columbus managing the project, three
academic teams from FPenn State, Univerzity of Pennaylvania, and Zanta Barbara WebWize -and two commerdal laboratories,
Ey2Tezt Lam of Denwver, Colorado, and MicoSolved Inc., of Columbus, COhio -performed a number of te2t2 on the three typez of
volng machines used in the state. The teams aszezzed the voling systems’ 2ecurity, performance, configuration and operations,
and internal controls management The rezultant BVBEFBET Feport, released December [4, 2007, couwld form the basis of new
legislation and divectives to county Boards of Blections

EVEREZET Keport Keconumendations

Secretary of Sate Brunner -adwvised by abipartiranteamof [2 election board divectors and deputy divectors who evaluated all
aszgzament: and participated with her in making the recommendations -made ten recommendations in the BVBEFBET Fepoaort.

Theze ten recommendations can be grouped into four general topic:
L. Feplacng Direct Fecording Blectronic ([DER2) touch-2chreen voting machines with optical acan ballots. Fequire counties using
DFE= for the March Primary to offer paper ballotz to votres who do not want to uze DERS (recommendation number L0
1 Multiple precinct polling places (MF3=) Two BVEERAT recommendations (5 and 7 deal with multiple-precinct polling places,
or vobe centers, conzisting of bto L0 precincts located together at a litrary, community center, 2emicr center, shopping center or
other acceszible public buildings with adequate parking.

-Blection-day voting take place at multiple-precnct polling places, and with 2ome woting site open LE daysz before
electionday [recommendation 5

-MMultiple-precing polling places be piloted inthe March, 2008 primary election and mandated for use in the Movember,
2008 general election (recommendation T
2 All-mail hallot elections for issues. Two BVBRBST recommendations (6 and &) concern all-mail hallot elections for issues:

-Thatany spedal election in August, 2008 be conducted by mail [recommendations)

-Thateach county hold an election on whether voters want to have all-mail elections [Fecommendation 8).
4 TTze of AutoMark for voters with disabmilities, COme recommendation [2) proposzes that voters with disabmilities use AutoMark,
which wouwld allow them to vote a zecret hallot in private. The AutoMark usez atouch creen to mark an optical-acan ballot, which
canthen be 2canned like a hallot that has been marked by hand

The bezt way to decide what you think iz important about the2e recommendations to azzure fair, honest, tranz parent electionz
inOhio s toread the information for youraelf.

Bor the complete text of the findings of the BVBEFBET report, go to http £ rwww 2oz stateoh us f2ce finfo feverest.aspy and 2aroll
downto 'BVEFEST Feport of Pinding= (TDHAY and click on it.

Bor the detailed werzionof the League of Women Voters of COhio "L0-Foint Propeoeal for Blection Administration Feform', go to
hitp £ rlwevohioorg F200 7 F Advocacy S BlecFeformaAg2-L 07, pdf

Bor news report onreactions to the Searetary of State's recommendations, go to hitp: / Fdispatch com In the 2earch box, enter
"Zecretary of Sate Brunner’ and 2oroll down to " Archive’. Click "search’. Signin The first [2 articles listed cover the controversy.

Bor the complete text of SB286 [(Catez), go to http: £ rwwew legis lature state. ohous Moills SmPID=[22_ZE_286
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Statehouse Day/Council
By Brica Greer

The Power of League: Speak Up and Connect!

League of Women Voters Ohio annual Statehouse Day and Council are conung up on Tuesday, April 29,
from 8:30 to 330 at the Vern Riffe Center in Columbus . The therne thas year 13 " The Power of League: Speak
Up and Connect!” Thiz theme 1z fruly appropriate, as Statehouse Day provides a wonderful opporturnaty to
vonnect with other Leaguers all around the state, as well as to get updates on msues of importance from
LWV spedalists and lobbyists. There will ke workshops on health care, elechion adrnmnistration, election
reform, education funding, and Lake Brie 1ssues. How better to be prepared to volce your concerns or ask
questions of the legislative representatives that you also hawve the opporturaty to meet and conmed within
the afternoon?

In addition to workshops with updates on issues, there will also be opporturities to get hands-on
mstruchons on how to use web-based methods for contachng legslators, as well as instruchons on how to
use LWVO Cap-Wiz and 1imPACT s Speak Up and Connect features. Communicating with legislators has
sorme new twists that make 1t easier than ever to lobby from home.

Council is being held the same day, and LWV AA 1z entitled to send two delegates to parfiapste in the
budget process. Inaddihon, the Board of LWWVO 15 inwvihng ALL Leaguers to attend Statehouse Day. There
1z more iInformation in the Winter, 2008 Oluo Voter or at the website, www lwvohio.crg. Registration
deadline iz April 18,

If you hawven't been to Statehouse Davy lately — or perhaps ever — make plans to attend . It's truly a day well
spent. Let's have a large presence from LW WVAAI

LWV Sialehouse Dav/Council
April 29, 2008 = 8:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.

Statehowse Doy Besisiralivn Deadlioe: Apeid 18, 20088 (Dne Form per person)

M e Address
haone Fo-mmail

“*Local League President or Uruncil Designee Attending

“Farchr frcad Lenpae Srar as polid tiree goeetery af s 20072008 LRG0 FHP i ensirled v send oo delepreates,
T Tee Prasicers or aftrerode, amd ene adfier deleented i the Crarend xexsiien.

Issue workshops you will attend: A s "M
Fee: %335 per person Council Delegatel 2nd Dhelepaie Yisttor FL5 siuden
YVegetarvian lonch? Yeg o M

Yiake checks payable to 1YWY 0D and remit this ferm wilh paymoent to:
LWY Ohiv » 17 Soulh ILgh Sirecl, Soile 650+ Colombos, Ol 43215
Mor information call: (ald) 461505 or toll free (BT7) S9H-Gd40
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44501339
Presideni: Erica Greer (330) 882-3106

Memb ership: Sara Gibbs (330) 869-8169
Ediior: Diana Kingshury (330) 309-T555

LWVAA office: (330) 836-T079

Rel evant Dates

April 10: Juvenile Justice meeting (@ the
Highland Square Library)

April 24: LWVAA Fundraiser (i@ the
Weathervane Community Playhouse)

April 29: Statehouse and Council Day (i@ the
Riffe Center, Columbus)

Become a Member Today!

Any citizen of voting age, male ar fernala, may become a League mamber. Annuaal
dues of $50 include local, state and nativnal membership, including nevwsletters
from cach, Dues ara $256 for those under 3¢ years of age. Household membarship
(zama address) s $50 for firat member, $25 lor each additiconal member

Marme
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Emall Phone
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Serrd to:

Leagus of Wamen Votara of tha Akrun Area (DWWAA]L LEACGLIE . _
330 Mineola Avenus M WIRER YOTERS
Akron, Ohio 44220 1399 AKRLOMN AKREA

Eor rrrove Informiation cali: 33083670749
Emarl: lwweaa@@aol. corm Wiabsita: httpifeanewyaa.org




