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President's Remarks Jane, 2008
By Brica Greer

It's hard to beliewe the first year of my term as presiderd 13 comitng to an etd. Where has the time gone?
It seem s ke yester day [ was wrting moy fir st presiderd”s remarks,

Andwhat arewar ding year 1t has been " we had the privalege of worlang with a wonderful boar d and
officers who have shared the load and made myjob easier.

Ao rach has been accomplished! We'wve had some great meetings, well-attended by L eagners and
notrLoeaguers alike; got a new user-fri endly website up and nrring, thanks to Bruce Greer; installed a
newr office computer, thaks to Ed Fund and a grant from GAR Foundatior:, and devel oped the first part
of a stratege plan to resatalize WY A4 We've added 1T new members, and sadly, lost along-time
friend and member of L'WY A4 in Barbara Hiney,

Onie of the most ex citing patts of this first year for me was the project with Dy, Stephen Brooks,
Agsociate Director of the Bliss Instibute at the Uriversity of Akron His dlass on Hew Age Matketing
locked at WY AA o challenges and ow priorities, and produced a report on hoe LWV AL could best
use tew media such as podeasts and web wideo to help us folfill o i ssiory, rad se o profile in the
commity, aud attract a diversity of new members. This irformati onwill be an ex cellent resoarce for
us as we move forward The class presertation was attended byr around 15 members of LWV AL and Ed
Fund, the President of LWV Hudsor, Belinda Wing, atud also President of LWV Olio, Litda Lalles,
whois so excited aboat the report that she wants to share it with LWV TS so the ideas canbe used by
Leagaes all over the ooty

The Armal Meeting 15 ust abead. Thopel will see moatsy of sou at Papa Joe's Restaurant on Thirsdasy,
Tuane 5 from 630 pen tll 530 pen. There will be a cashbar at 6:00, so come eatly and erjoy a cocktal or
glass of wine before dinner. Vo tgnadtis soimportard! We will be voting o a pr oposed dues incr ease,
a buadget for the next fiscal year, program for 2002-2009, atd a slate of Officers and Directors. If srou
prefer to skip dirmer atd attend the meeting orldy, 1t should begin o 7:15. Either way, this1s you

oppot ity to have a say i the direct on for L'WY AA in the coming year,

Finally, [ will be attending M ab onal Corrrerdion, which will be held in Portl and, Oregon from Jane 13 to
17. Tharks to Ed Fund, who has agreed to gponsor a second delegate, Sara Gibbs will be accomp atrying
e, which will effectively double the mumber of work shops and caumises we will be able to attend We
ate both really excited about the oppotbadty —there 15 so much to learn and experience, and we promd se
toretarn full of energy and great new ideas to share.

S vica
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Juvenile Justice Commitiee Feport
By Harriet Cutler

Alron Police Reporf on Juventle (umgs in Akron fo Communtdy Group

aergeatit Michael Zimimeermoan of the Alron Police Departin erd Gatz Uit speatheaded a report onthe growing
problem of peverdle zangs inthe Akron area The Ieverdle Justice Congnittee of the LWV AL hosted the meeting on
April 10th at the new Highland Seuare Libe sy, It was attended byr 45 cotcerted and voeal ctizens.

[twras well established that we have a serious problem in Akron The social developmert, educatl o, economic, atd
deug trafficking condibl ons were reviewed as cortrboting Factor s to growing gans member ship,

Citizens were concerned that the gang problem was not being addre ssed with more positive steps i the commuardty,
school, and family, Sergeant Zummermoan poirted ot risk moanagem ent program s at the elemerntay schools, block

clubs, task forces, and commuardty gy oups coor dinating eff orts and enforcem ent of laws as positive gpproaches to
develop moare law abiding kids

June Book List
Submitted by Jodie Delamatres

Dy Sering: The Coming Water Crists af Manth dmerica By Chrk Wood

Futpecast: Bow Sperpowers, Populabions &b Globalizahom WIE Clamge the Wy you Live owd Wik Bor: Fobert I, Shapiro

Green: Iowe Place inthe New Energy Revolutson By Jane Hoffivan & Bihael Hoffiman

Leading from the Center: Wiy Moderates Make the Best Presidergs By il Troy

DMever Beena Dime: The 1017 Race Rich tiat Soaried e Civid Behs Movewment By Haper Barnes

Cree Adiruste to AMidoefe By Mlichae] Dobhbes

FPeapls, Polifics aud Power: Bow Women Can Wi and Iead By Madeleine B Fomin

Futing our House in Ordep: 4 Guide fo Social Secudty and Bealth Cave Befrm By George P Shults & Jobhn B Showren

The Rood to Dew ocracy indram By 8kbar Gangi

R e IDG0: The Qivampmics that Clhamped e World By David Maranics

Liron aign g tie Fublc Dhoversdy . Ife Forhr Poar ds soudt on i Midsle Class By Christopher Hearfie 14

Wiy e Daloi Topn g Miatbers | B et af Trdh as e Solutonfor Clona, Nibet ond e World By Fobert Thomman
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Housing Committee Report
By Brica Grear

The predatorsy lending and foreclosure cnsis in Sworait County and Hortheast Ohio care to the puablic’s attenbion in
the past few years, and the fallout 15 not over yet. This prompted Brenda Preer and Ethel Charbers of the Housing
Commattes of LWV AL to host an extremely interesting meeting called Predatory Lending — Dealing with the
Lftermath.

Three mformattee panelists joined us on Thursdasy, Maw 1 5 at the Fawlawn Bath Library Lolita &Sdair, local realtor,
fair honang acheocate, and chair of the Hore Foreclosure and Predatoryr Lending Task Force for Suramit County,
Cymthia Sich, merher of LWV AL and Director of the County of Surarat Office of Conswrner Aftmrs; and Steve

Banghrnan, Counselor at the Fair Housing Connection Service, Ine.

Iis. ABdair has been an advrocate for fmr honsing and justice since the early 19607, With the acheent of the relaxation
inbanking regulahons, Ohio neglected to pass regulations regarding mortzage lenders, and the sabpnme lenders
found fertile ground here. We are suffering the consequences of these lending practices, overinflated horme
appraizals, unscrupmlous lenders, unsecured mortgages, and speculatove busrers. Ivls. Bdair wants everyone to be
aware that ALL of us are paying the price for this scandal, as neighborhoods deteriorate with foreclosed houses
sitting ernpty, tax bases erode, propertyvalues decline, and, mevitably, the tax payer 15 conscripted for the bailout.

Lis Sich’s Office of Conswrner Affairs was established in 2005 specifically to address the fallout of the predatory
lending debacle. Suramit County was one of the first counbies to establish a foreclosure outreach program such as
this, so in that sense we were i the forefront of this fight. Her office conducts research, educaton prograrms for
prospectrve buyers or those i danger of foreclosure, and advocates for vichms of predatory lending.

One of the agencies that partners with the Office of Consamer &ffairs is the Fair Housing Contact Service Inc.,
where Steve Baughrnarn, our third panelist, works as a connselor. He talked dbout steps people can take to help
present foreclosure, including basic budzeting technigues, worlang to getbormowers ont of hybrnd ARN loans into
fied rate mortzages, and advrocating for ther with lenders. The subpriree ARD loans started borrowers out at 9%
interest for the first tao years, and then mterest rates conld adjst upward eversy aix rmonths unbl reackhing a

maximurn of 17%1

One point all of the panelists stressed was that the perpetrators of the predatory lending crisis were nof our local
banks. Ivlost of the nnscropnlons lending was perpetrated by unregulated mortzage brokers who thenbundled these

high-risk loans into coraplex securities and sold them to mwvestors.

The panelsts also encouraged us to wite to owr Congresamen to advocate for stronger banking laws, fo prevent such

a problern from ever recurring .
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Lake Frie Basin Committee Report

By Mary Lou Gawlt (Third and final installment of the Lake Erie Shore Lines aviicle from
FebiMarch 2008 titled "Harmfi! Algal Blooms, the Dead Zone, and Nutrienis ")

Elimitiating the Dead Zone and hambol algal Wooms (HABS) are cleatly admirable goals. H owever eliminating
HABSs moay be more critical atd practi cal for the foll owing reasons.

Elimitiating the Dead Zone i3 ikely to requure ety large reduct ons in the am ount of phosphotas entering the Lake.

&z climate change causes the Lake to become warter atud water level s to go down, oxygenwill be used more
e ckly and the Central Bagn hsppolimed ofwill become thinmer and cortanless coyrgen Therefore, it will likely

becam e wunpossible to reduce phosphorus loading enough to eliminate the Dead Zone. Furthermore, we are finding
evidence that the Dead Zone may have existed for bnatdre ds of years stmply due to the shape of Lake Ere.

Harmmifial algal blooms directly affect naman health and reduocing mate et loading enough to elindnate them iz muach
motre likely to be withan ow gragp. This will alsoreduce the magnitude of the Central Basin Dead Zone, for mouch of
thi s blue-oreen algae float ot of the Western Basin and indo the C entral Basin where 1t sitks to the botbom and
cOrLAEn es o ygen as it is decomposed by bactenia, If we produce less al gae, there iz less to be decomposed and use
ceeyrget i the Dead Zone.

211 of these 1ssues are the focus of a great deal of research o Stote Laboratory and by Oldo Sea Grart College
Program and moatsr other federal and fate agencies aswe tryto devel op new techrd ques to remove mi crocystin at
water treatment plants, determine the sowrces of phosphoras entering the Lake, determine the role of nitrogen in this
process, and muchmore. [tis very unportant that we succeed in these efforts to all ow Lake Erie to remain the most
productive of the Great Lakes and Old o' s moost waluable nabaral resoarce.

The next Lake Erie Basin C omimithes meetingis in Rockyr River on Wednesday, July 16, 2008, If o have an
witerest intld s area please letme know. [ will not cordirnae as co-cor dinator bt Don and [ eall condirme to
represent LWY A4 at LEBC meetings . LWY A4 member JTearwe Orr will become Treamwer of LEBC on July 16,
2005, Mabwal Resoarces Char Marthal ester attends LEBC meetings. We have good represertation.

Eeep o eye otithe Great Lakes C ompact.

Editor's Note

aubmissions for the iy newsletter shodldbe sent to Diana Kingsty wa e-moal at kingdnay diana@@ gmoal com o
mailed to 1309 Perry Dy, NW C ardory, OH 44708 by Tane 15th Thark ol
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How Women Got the Right to Vote
Shab matted by Adary Losr Grsdt

Eemember this election that all men, nomatter what thew color, had the right to wote before women did. And the
wrotn ety who Foaght for this right did HOT have a Presidest that was for them, bt wery much against them.

This iz the story of o gratdim others and great grandm others as they lived only 90 years ago.
[t wras niot until 1920 that womm en were granted the right to go to the polls and vote.

The stary begns: The women were irmocerd and defenseless. Andber the end of the i ght, they were barely alive.
Fotty pri soty guar ds wielditg clubs and their warderl s blessing wernt of a rampage against the 33 women wrongly
cotracted of "obaracting s dewalk traffic "

They beat Lucy Burn, chained her hands to the cell bars abowe her head and Left her hanging for the night, bleeding
and gasping for sir. Thevharled Dora Lewis into a dark cell anashed her head agand an ot bed and knocke d he
ot cold. Her cellmate, Alice Cosg, thought Lewis had had aheart attack and was dead. Additi onal affi dasats
describe the guards grabling, dragmng, beating, choking, slamming pinching, brising and ki cking the woamen

Thus wif clded the "Night of Terrot" on Hovember 15, 1917, when the warden at the Occocuan Workhouse in
Virgitda ardered Iis guards to teach a lessoni to the aaffragsts imprt soned there because they dared to picket the
UritedGtates Prea dent Woodrowr WAlzon"s White House for the right to wote.

Fot weeks, the wormerls cnldy water came from an open pal. Their food- all of it colotless slop - was iifested with
worm s, When one of the leaders, Alice Paud, embarked on a banger strike, they tied her to a chayr, forced a tube
donzry her th ot and powred o d into ber vt she vomated. She was torbuare d like this for weeks until wor dowas
strggl ed oat to the press

ao-- refreshmy memory, sote wothern worlt wote this year because. ..
Why?' We have carpool ditied?  We hawve to get to work? Owr vote doesn't matter? It's raitang?

Lastweek [ wetd to a sparsely attended screering of HBO's newr move "Iron Jawed Angels " Ttisa graphic
depdction of the batfle these women waged so that [ coudd pdl the ourtain at the polling hooth atd have moy say. 1
at ashamed to say [ needed the reminder.

211 these years later, voter regstrabionis sl my passion Bt the actual act of wvoting had become less personal for
e, moare rote. Frankly, woting often felt more like an obligation that a privalege. Sometimes it was incorsretderd.,

-(Cortirmed onnext page)-
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How Women Got the Right to Vote (Continued)
Shab matted By Adary Loss Gandt

Ll friend, Wendsy, who i3 my age and shadied womeen's Ta gory, saw the HBO movie, too. When she stopped by myr
desk to talk aboatit, she looked ansry And she was -- with herself. "One thought kept coming back to me asl
watched that movie " she sad "What woul d those women think of the way [ use -- or dordlt use -- mynght to wote?"

ahe cordiroaed: "All of ustake it for granted now, not jud younger womern, but those of us who did seek tolearn
The right towote, " she sud, "had become waluable tome "all over agaisd"

"HEO releazed the move onwideo and DV D, T wish all history, social studies and goveran et teachers wodl d
iiclchae the movie inthedr curricolum. [ want 1t shown on Bingoo right, too, atud stperhere else wothen gather, 1
realize thisianlt o ussal idea of socidizing, bt we are not voting in the mamber s that we should be, and I think a
little shock thet s 15 10 order. "

It s arring to watch Woo drone Wilson atud I s crotues By to perasade a peychiatrist to declare Alice Pad insane so
that she could be perm anently ndittionalized. Anditisingnngto watch the doctor refuse. Alice Paud was sbrong,
he sad and by ave. That did not make her crazy.

The doctor addm o shed the merr "Courage inwoen 15 often mistaken for insam "

Weneedto get ot and wote anduse this nght that was fought so hard for by these ety cowrage ous womern
Whether srouwote Democratic, Bepublican of Independert patty -- remember to wote,

The LWVAA Fxtends a WELCONME to its Newest NMemb ers!

Eathleen Artlaw *Ratherine Reilly
*Dotual d Crargd nghatm *Diottua = chadl

Janet Dodson H. Paul Schwitzgelb=l
Emest and Jennifer Dontis Andrea Teodosio
Fern Greenamsyer *Steven VanAuken
Susan Klem

*Mr. and Mrs. Carl W, Kotz * Denotes Mahonal Membershup
Susan | Lax, Bsg.
*June Marsh

Chris McDonnell
Bonrue Parks

*Mrs. DLW, Peabody
Deruse Pinder

Bonrue Pitzer
Willette Riley
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LWVAA Hosts a Really FUN Fundraiser!
By Brica Greer

Eighty or so L eaguers and friends of LW A4 had a great time at the L'WY A4 Bndraizer at the Weathervane
Theater on April 24 The play, Encharded A peil,) proved a delight. The staging was imaginative, the sets gorgeous,
the acting wonderful, and judgng from the amount of laughter, men and women alike Found the play most
erdettaring,

B efore the play and during intermissi ory, C oty © ouncilman Pete Crosd and worked etergeti cally prom oting the
raftle, and did abrisk basiness selling tickets.

After the play, attendees got to meet the members of the cast and then descended wpon the wonderfid aray of
deszerts and hors ' oerr es donated by League members. MWarty tharks toSharon Gandee for coordinating the
donations and to her and ber crew for keeping the affet anply sypplied T can atbest there was some really good
st on that tabile!

The everdng was capped off with the drawing Four lndar winners walked off with abasket of goodies from Golo,
twro portraits from Incogrito portrait shadio, and a beastifiol diamond pendard from Sterling Tearelers. LWV AL i3
gy atefinl to those compardes for donating the prizes for the raffle.

& great big Thark ¥Vouto Loz Arnold who coordinated the everd, for a really fun and successid evering, Add
thanks to all of vou who attended purchased raffle tickets, or donated fooditems. Together we raised$1254 to
suppott the work of LWV A4
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Member Interest Survey Results 2007/2008
Shab matted by Sara Gibbs

Campa gn Finanee: J. Chann E. Ferrin

Education: I Shippy, T Ouaestel, I, O, 3. Gandee, H. Cutler,

Election Reform: I. Questel, M. IcoGrath, E. Ferrin,

Goverran et M. Thiell J. Questel, I Olds, 5. Hall, E. Ferrin, H. Cutler,

Health Care: J. Small, 3. Lax

Housing H. Cutlet,

Irternationa Relations: B, Taylor, G, Massa, E. Ferrin, H. Cutler, P Lepingarell, I, Orr, 3. Lax |, 5. Klein
Irrerile Justice: MW Thiell 3. Lax

Matiwral Resouarces: I. O, I B3mall, 5. Smath, C. Freitag 3. Klen

Voter Bervice/Registratiore M Becker, I. Oy, A Mitch M. MoGrath, G Hall,

Fund Rasing I, Oty

Dlembershap: 3. Gibbs, D Kingsbowsy, E. Greet, 3. Greer, D Pinder

Host Member Ewent: A Keck 3. Gihhs

L etter Wiiting: T. Ouestel

Mewr detterf The Voter: D Kingshary, P Lepingarell 5. Loax

Ohzerver Corps: I Questel, M. Boylan,

apedker’s Bureay | Questel, T Oy, A Kecl, 3. Lax

Puhlic Relati onsM e Iledia 3. Gikhs
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Alarm, OH PEEMIT NO. 445

445201332
Presideni: Erica Greer (330) 882-3106

Memb ership: Sara Gibhs (330) 849-8169
Ediior: Diana Kingshury (330) 309-T355

LWVAA office: (330) 836-T079

Relevant Dates

June Sth: Annual meeting

June 13th-17th: National Comvention
June 15th: Newsletter Deadline

June 21st: Combined Board Meeting

Become a Member Today!

Any citizen of voting agoe, male or femala, may become a League mamber. Anrual
duee of $50 include local, state and nativnal membership, including newsletters
frorm cach. Dues are $25 for those under 30 years of age. Household membarship
(zrame address] is $50 for first member, $25 for each additional memiber,

Mama

Al raas

City ; Sip

Emzul Phone

{Haore) e k)

Sand bo:

League of Waomen Voterz of the Akrun Area (LWWYAAL LEALLIE

2H0 Mineola Advenue (il ] | \.-\.-':_']n.-'l.l-'_h-_.j YVIITERS
Alkran, Ohio &4320 T399 AKHKN ARFA

Far rrmore tMfoemation caf: 230,536,700 /9
Email: lwrraai@aul com Wehzita: htapliwwawwwaa.org




