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President’s Remarks

By: Erica Greer

Even though League members
tend to be fairly well in-
formed on clection issucs,
those who attended
LWVAA's annual picnic on
August 14 had plenty of ques-
tions for our gucsts, Sarah
Skapin and Mark Jackson
from the Department of Com-
‘munity Outreach of the Sum-
mit County Board of Elec-
tions (BOE). Standing in for
BOE Dircctor Marijean Don-
ofrio wha was ill, they up-
dated us on the latest voler
registration,  voter 1D, and
absentee voting information,

There will be open voter reg-
istration conducted by the
Summit County BOE on Oc- absent
tober 3, 4, and 6, which s the
final day fo register in order
10 vote in the general clection
on November 4.

may
There will be NO absenice

Absentee voling begins on
Seplember
prior to Elcction Day. The
last day to apply 1o vole

vember 1. By law, absentee
ballots must be received
the BOE not later than 7:30
pim on election night. You
remember that last
election some 200 absentee

voting at the Board of Elec  ballots were not delivered
tions this year, Their facil-
ity was completely over-
whelmed by the tumout to
vole absentec in the last
election, so carly in-person
voting has been maved to
The Job Center at 1040
East Tallmadge Avenue for
this  election.
plenty of parking, as well
as a bus stop right in front
The BOE is amticipating
upwards of 100,000 absen-
tee voers for this clection.

by the Post Office by the

There is.

tions yoursell.

30, 35 days

Saturday, No-
timely
by

filled out completely.

deadline, so cven though the mil
ballots were  postmarked
time, they were not counted.
Please remember that the law
has not been changed, so if you
are unsure your ballot will be
delivered in time, it may be best
10 take it 10 the Board of Elec-

There has been one change in
voter ID requirements: while a

ry ID is still an acceptable
form of ID to present at the polls,
itis no longer required to show the
service person’s current address as
it was inthe past, This change was
necessitated by the fact that mili-
tary ID’s have never shown the
service person’s address, which
resulied in some confusion at the
polls in the last clection

in

Another item of imponance 1o
LWVAA is that veter regisira-
tion forms must be returned
to the Board of Elections
within 10 days of being filled
out or they become invalid. If fication for voting. procedures for
you register voters on behalf of voting absentee, elc., please visit
League, be sure fo deliver them the Summit Cow
to the Board of Elections in 2 tions
fashion. Additionally, www summitcountyboc.com or
undaied regisiration forms will the Ohio Secretary of State’s web-
no longer be acceped, so please site at www.s0s. state.ob.us.

make certain that forms are

If you have any other questions
regarding voter ID, voter registra-
tion, or absentee voling, and for &
complee list of acceptable idenii-

y Board of Elec-
website at
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LWYUS Convention report (continued from previous page)

By: Erica Greer

There were several changes to the by-
laws: (for complete wording, please
see the LWVUS website:
www. lwvorg).

* A provision was added allowing for
electronic meetings (such as via confer-
ence call) to be held in the event there
is an issue needing a decision before a
mecting is scheduled

* Council be held approximaicly 12
months after Convention, and state
League presidents will be notified ot
least six months prior to the date cho-
sen; local Leaguc presidents and ILOs
will be notified at the same time

* Emergency council mectings may be
called provided a special call specify-
ing purpose, time and place is sent 10
statc League presidents at kast 30 days
prior to the date specified, with local
League presidents and ILOs notified

at the same time.

* The nominating commitiee was re-
duced from 7 members to 5, with three
who are not members of the national
board to be elected at convention, and
wo appointed prompily after conven-
tion and who may be current or former
‘members of the national board. All will
serve a wo-year ferm,

* A provision was added to allow the
national board, as well as any League,
to propose the adoption or amendment
of a national League n by co
currence on the floor of convention.

An increase in the PMP 10 $28.00 for
fiscal year 2008-2009 was adopted. A
PMP of $29.20 was adopted for the
fiscal year 2009-2010.

The following program was adopted:

* Retain all posifions in the areas of
Represemative  Government, Interna-
tional Relations, Natural Resources and
Social Policy.

* A Heallh Care review o educate
members and communitics in order to
be betier prepared 1o do health care
advocacy as needed.

*+ A Multi-Level Education and Advo-
cacy Campaign to promote solutions to
global climate change

+ Non-recommended study item: “The
advisability of using the Natioal Popu-
lar Vole compact among the states as a
method for clecting the President.”

Resolution: that LWVUS propose a
resolution to be discussed ai Council
2009 as a possible rule for Convention
2010 was passed. All other resolutions
failed

Fall Forums
By: Jodie DeLamatre

Two foruns pertinent to the Movember
clection will be held at the Hudson
Library & Historical Society. They are
co-sponsored with the League of
Women Voters of the Akron Area and
Hudson.

“Buying Justice: Moncy and the Ethics
of Judicial Campaigning” will be held
on September 30 in the Flood Family
Meeting Room at 7 p.m. Panclists in-
clude Dr. Christopher Banks, author of
Courts & Judicial Policymaking and
professor of Political Science at Kent
State University, Rick Dove, the Ohio
Supreme Court Assistant Adminisira-
tive Dircctor, He is a frequent pre-
senler al seminars regarding legal and
judicial cthics, and judicial campaign
practices. Keith Lake is with the Ohio
Chamber of Commerce Political Ac-

tion Commitice and is in charge of their
Candidate Recruitment and Education
Committce. The program will be mod-
erated by the Ohio League of Women
Voters, Nancy Brown

On October 7, Dr. Stephen Brooks al
the University of Akron's Ray . Bliss
Institute of Applicd Politics will pre-
sent ihe laiest findings of the “Buckeye
Poll” of Ohio voters. He will discuss
the mood of Ohio this clection cycle.
Following will be a discussion pancl
featuring area media responding o how
they report and cover the issues that are
imponiant to voters. They include Ted
Diadium, Ombudsman for the Plain
Dealer and M.L. Shulize, WKSU News
Director. Other speakers TBA.

Both programs begin at 7 pm, at the

Hudson Library & Historical Society,
96 Library Street Hudson, OH. They
are free and open to the public. Each
program will include an opportunity for
the audience to ask questions of the
panelists., For more information, con-
tact the Reference Department at

(330) 6536658 x 1010,

WITH SYMPATHY.......

The League of Women Voters of the
Akron Area wishes to extend our sym-
pathy to long-time member Elizabeth
Seiberting in the loss of her husband,
John Seiberling. As a Congressman,
John Seiberling was a man of infeg-
rity and principle who was unafraid to
veach across pary lines in order to

ke democracy work. Our commu-
ity fost a true adocate with his pass-
ing
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Annual Pic
By: Susan Vogelsang

Report

This year's anmual picnic, held at
Shady Hollow Pavilion, was attended
by old and new League members and
potential League members. As usual,
the potluck dinner was delicious as it
was diverse. Our speakers for the eve-
ning were Mark Jackson and Samh
Skapin, Community Qutreach of the
Summit County Board of Elections
(BOE). We heard the most up 1o datc
information on the following topics:

* Voter ID requirements
«  Becoming a poll warker
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!

Also al the picnic, we learned about the
work of the various committees listed

Sarah Skapin and Mark Jackson
discuss important voting issues.

below and the specific ways in which
volunicers could help the commitiee
chairs (sec the next issue of the Akron
Voter for more details). We were re-
minded that the work of the League is
only done (hrough volunicers. The more
peaple that come forward to hielp on these
committees, the more work we will be
able to accomplish and the more civie
service we arc able 1o provide 10 our com-
munity.

Below arc the various committees, the
chairs of those commiltees and their con-
tact information. The chairs indicated
there is plenty of work to do —small
tasks, long term tasks, work that requircs.
commilice meetings, and work that can be
donc from the comfort of your own home.

Voter Service

Gerry Hall (330) 688-1375
Voter Registration
Willette Riley (330) 864-0031

Membership
Jodie DeLamatre (330) 3760399

Observer Corps
Jean Questel (330) 9230358

Newsletter
Diana Kingsbury (330) 309-7555

IT/Website
Sara Gibbs (330) 869-8169

Please give the chairs a call to find out
How you can help our League deliver on
its mission, a vital one
mocracy.

League members listen attentively to Summit BOE
presentation.

By: Jean Questel

Observer Corps: Vital to LWVAA

On Wednesday, July 23, Summit
County Exccutive Russell Pry and ihe
Stow-Munroe Falls Chamber of Com-
merce partnered to hold a forum enti-
ted “Sharing Resources to Betier Eco-
nomic Development” at Stow City
Hall. The purpose of the forum was to
allow citizens to meet with public offi-
cials and participate in a discussion

aboutcconomic development in the
City of Stow.

While | was unable to attend, 1 re-
quested  information regarding the
meeting, which Mayor of Stow (and
LWVAA member) Karen Fritschel and
her office kindly provided

Richard Cordray, Treasurer of Ohio, ad-
dressed the purpose of the meeting—io
encourage new businesses 1o locate 1o the
region—but he also stressed the mq:nl
tance of retaining current compan
Stow and throughout Summit County, as
small business is primarily respansible
fior creating jobs in the area.
~Cantinwed on page 4-
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By: Jean Questel

Observer Corps: Vital to LWVAA (continued from previous

Mr. Cordray also noted that the staie
‘owns thousands of properties that could
be given back to communitics for im-
provement and development. The
Clean Ohio Fund, which will be on the
ballot in November, should aid in fund-
ing for Brownfield arcas and encourage
redevelopment in more populated com-
munities.

In the past, Ohio’s tax structure has
hindered collaborative  development
amiong communitics, but new thinking,
“Creative Agreement”, encourages
counties 1o work regionally and share
revenue as businesses move fo different
communitics of 1o new developments.

“The city of Stow has responded (o the
regional concept and is working with
Cuyahoga Falls and Hudson o form a
JEDZ (Joint Economic Development
Zone) near the Scasons Road Inter-
change off Route 8. The three commu-
nities will equally shar in the costs for

a proposed state-of-the-an hospital on
the 400 undeveloped acres at the Sea-
sons Road site. They have applied for a
$5 million statc grant and hope 1o begin
building in 2009,

All of these discussions raised ques-
tions in my mind. Progress? Urban

sprawl? Tax abatements? I feel strongly
that LWVAA should have been repre-
sented at this meeting! We are 4 non-
partisan political organization with the
purpose of educating citizens so they
can be informed volers, but we musi
first inform ourselves.

To that end, we must get Observer
Corps 10 again be the eyes and ears of
LWVAA, covering meetings related to
government and education, as well as
special meetings like the Economic
Development Forum.

1hiope you will volunteer o be a part of
this imporant venture. As 2 member of

the Observer Corps, you would be a
part of a team attending weekly Akron
City Council or Summit County Coun-
cil meetings, cach team being assigned
one month (4 meetings). Each feam
would then report back about the busi-
ness before council. As Observer Comps
chair, 1 will sce that the information is
reported in cach month's newsletier
and on the website so that all of
LWVAA can be aware of the actions of
our local governing bodics.

Not only will the information you ob-
tain be vital to LWVAA as we plan for
the future, your presence al meetings
will also raise the visibility of League
10 our legislators and the community—
and help keep you informed at the same
time.

Please contact Jean Questel,
330.923.0358 to get inmvolved!

Award”
By: Susan Vogelsang

Long-time League Member Receives “My Brother’s Keeper

On Thursday, August 7, 2008 long-
time LWVAA member Ethel Chambers
received the “My Brother’s Kecper”
Individual Award from the Nazareth
Housing Development Corporation.
“The program for their Annual Mecting

Many of the LWVAA were present at the
rd to Ethel

and Recognition Dinner states the fol-
lowing as the reasons for giving Ethel
this award:

“Ethel L. Chambers, Founder of Per-
kins Street Block Club, is the spiritual
grandmother of University Park Allian-

Ethel & Nanci Self, Dircctor of Nazareth

Housing Corporation +

ce, chair of the Housing Comumittee of
the League of Women Voters, and a
strong advocate for meeting housing
needs for all. Mrs. Chambers and her

ades to sustain and improve the near
eastside of Akron and in the process,
she has given us back Grace Park,
seven vital churches and a sense of
pride

Ethel and some of her family members.
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Membership Committee, Please Help!

By: Jodie DeLamatre

1We need your help! Membership son only woy 0 make sure the League cont-  the communty.

ongoing actiily that transcends the com-  ues to thrive and grow. I the Tetention’

mittee chair and commitcee. i e & ot of Membership During this and every campaign season,

sponsibiiy of all League members o re- the League of Women Voters is relied

o new, octive members. Since at pre- upon for unbiosed informaton. Like other

sent | do not have @ commtitee, any vok i, orgonizations, we need an active member-

you ore o new member or ship 1 maintain our high qualty commu-

unteers woukd be much apprecated! reading this as a sampler aity activity. Contoct me ot 330.376.0399
e et e ™ e (e e

If you are a member and are reading this, Yo helping to prepare the il m’wm:;;,,_

please consider asking neighbors, fiiends,  very papulor Voters® Gaide, attend the ber or see

acquaintances to become a member of upcoming Forums and Candidates’ Nights that you

‘one of the rarest non-partisan political planned for the Fall election season or your

‘organizations around. If you know of new  better yet, join us in orgonizing and run- o

members, imvite them to participate in one  ning them. It's a great opportunity to learn

of our meetings or committees. it the how the League works and see i value to

INgS O COMIINCES. 115 e oMy Way 15 VAIe 10 {0c community.

By: Jean Questel

Observer Corps Report: Citizen Advisory Mee

The Depanment of Job and Family
Serviges, in conjunction with County
Exccutive Russell M. Pry, is holding 3
series of Community Forums for citi-
zens 1o . explore cost-saving pro-
gmms/services and Lr.am more about
community services.” FOErAMmS.
are entitled “Bridging mc G:lp Dates.
Aug20, Aug23, Aug27, Sept. 6
Sept 10

In alignment with this iment, Nick
Kostandaris, Summit County Council
President, held a Distriet 1 Citizen Ad-
visory Meeting in Northfield August
12, “The featured speakers explained
the functions of their particular offices
in Summit County and under the aus-
pices of the Exccutive:

® Connie Kraus was recently hired (o
work in the Summit County Execu-
tive's Department of Community and
Economic Development. She previ-
ously served as VP of Govi. Affairs for
the Greater Akron Chamber of Com-
merce and anticipates  helping  the
County to grow through strong eco
nomic development projects.

® Jason Dodson, also from the Sum-
mit County Esccutive’s office, serves
as the liaison between the County Ex-
ecutive and County Council. He kecps
the Exccutive apprised of the opera-
tions of at least eight County Serviee
offices and projecis invalving the
County such as ... the VA Building,
Bridgestone Firestone, Goodyear, etc.”

= Greg Bachman, Summit County
Engincer, described various road pro-
jects and s certain that all bridges

within Summit County have been
tested and are safe.  He has regular
inspections of

o join him in Bath Scpt. 6, al $:00 a.m

« Cynthia Sich, Director of Summit
County Office of Consumer Affairs and
LWVAA member, explained that her
office handles complains from con-
sumers *..involving unfar, deccplive,
or unconscionable practices” such as
home repair travelers, fake lottery tick-
ets, or telemarketers as well as informa-
tion about foreclosures.  In the past
three years her office has returned more

than $100,000.00 1o consumers.

» Steve Libby, Deputy Direcior of
Summit County Department of Public
Safety and Criminal Justice, focused on
“streamlining resources” — ways that
his department improves scrvices and.
technology for public safety. Summit
County can adequately house all of its
PriSONCTS, MOt & common practice in
many counties, and this foresight saves
our county time and expenses that are
incurred clsewhere.

* Annciie Petranic, a Coordinaior in
the Emergency Management Agency,
explained that her department is re-
sponsible for emergency and disasier
planning and the 911 system. Her
agency has been scleeted for the pan-
demic flu test project

+ RGStein of the Fiscal Office,
Weights & Measures, inspects scales
meters, scanning equipment and pack-
aged products to ensure their accu-
mcy.  Summit County is the only
county in Ohio that tests for fuel qual-
ity to protect consumers.
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RELEVANT DATES

September 4: Board Meeting

September 15: Newsletter Deadline

September 30: Hudson Forum, 7 pm Hudson Library
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LWV MISSION

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organiza-
tion, encourages informed and active participation in govern-
ment, works (0 increase understanding of major public policy

issucs, and influcnces public policy through education and advo-

cacy.

dress) is $30 for each additional member.

Name:

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!!

Any citizen of voting age, male or female, may become a Leagne member. Annual dues of $60 include local, state and national
membership, including newsletters from each. Dues are $30 for those under 30 years af age. Household membership (sam ad-

Address:

City

Email:

Sead to:

380 Mincola Avenue

Akron, Ohio 44320-1399

League of Women Voters of the Akron Area (LWVAA)

For morc information call: 330.836,7079  Email: Iwvaaddaol.com  Website: hup-/fwww Iwvaa org




