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By Brica Greer
Podcastz, Toutube, blogs — what do these hawe to do with LIWVAAT More than you might realize!

On Monday, May 5 at 6:00 pm, Dr. Stephen Brooks’s class on MNew Media will present their
projects for LIWWVAA, The presentations will be in rmoom zo7 of Leigh Hall on the Universityof
Alron campus. As [ mentioned in the February Voter, the students hawe taken on LIWWVAA as
their class project, and have been hard at work exploring wave that new media can work for
LIWVAA, to help us to reach a segment of our community for whom “old media™ — newspapers
and hard copymaterialz — hawve little appeal. e won’t be abandoning traditional media outlets,
but learning to add new media to our repertoire is an exciting and necessarystep to broaden the
League’z appeal and therebyengage younger citizens in the political process.

Ewryone in LIWVAL is invited to attend the program. I think ywowll be amazed and intrigued by
the students’ ideas, as well as the poszibilities for us az a League to be on the “cutting edge” of
new technology.,

It important that as many members as poszible be on hand for the presentations. Mot onlydo
we want to show the students we appreciate their hard work and forward-looking ideas, but we
alsoneed as many Leaguers az possible to understand the concepts that we may be putting to
work for League in the werv near future. Please call or email me if you plan to attend so
thatI can let Dr. Brooks know how many of us to expect.

On arelated note, the Board of LIWWVAA has approved a proposed dues increaze to be submitted
to the membership for approval at the anmual meeting, from $50 to $60, with students and
additional members of the same household paying $ 30, This increase is reflected in the
propozed budget, which wou will find elsewhere in thiz issue. There are several reasons for this
propozed increase: PMFP, or our Per Member Payment to State and National will be increasing to
a total of $51.50,leaving a shortfall of $1.50 per member at the current rate; we anticipate sormne
initial expenses related to adopting some of the suggestions for use of new media; and we must
raise our profile in the community in order to attract new members o carry out the waork of the
League.

Thiz increase is in line with other Leagues in Ohin, who are facing manyof the same izsues we
are. And while it mayseem like alot, it reallyonly armounts to $0.84 per month abovwe our
previous dues. I think supporting the important workof LW VAL is well worth an extra $0.84
per month, don’t you?

Frica
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Election F.eform Townhall Eeport
By: Jearn Cusstel

Thanks to the many LWV AL mermbers, Hudson LWY | (Rosanne Thoras and Barbara Bos, who felevised our
meeting 1), and the support of our 13 sponsors, the LWV AL Town Hall Ieeting on Election Feform was a stellar
success. With the $750.00 allotted from the Joyre Foundation to LWWO for each of the statewide town hall
meetings, LWV AL could afford the Sheraton Ballroom with the assistance of our Women Studies sponsor at the
Unrversity of Lkron. The spacions roorn, the food ssrvice, the electrorae gear (in place and tested) created a cheery
atmosphere for the tables to begin discussing the electon process in Ohio. The facilitators and recorders,
representatives from the sponsonng sroups (including 12 from the Bliss Institute), zwded each of the 12 tables to
compose agquestion expressing thelr greatest concern about woting m Olao . These gquestons pertained to electronic
votng and its tabulation, provisional ballots and how they are counted, and problerns encountered at the polls on
votng day.

Peg Boszenfield and &rn Henkerer, LWV O Election Law Specialists, touched many of these topics in their prof/con
presentation. Thevdiscussed ways to provide oversight on the Boards of Electon to rernove the appearance of
partizanship, how to reduce the excessive use of provisional ballots m Ohio, raproving poll worker traning and
attracting younger poll workers as well as extending the tme forvoting and locahon of sites.

Following the gqueshonfanswer period of the meeting, each table was asked to prepare an achon staternent —
sorrething the v could do to correct or Boprove an election flaw. Mlany tables focused on werobving students as poll
wotkers wrging the Board of Election, The Board of Educatior, the Unrrersity of Skror, and the PTA to develop

programs for such service to be meluded in school actrabes and schedules.

Toclose the meeting Arme Melsor, Director of LWV O 1mPACT Town Hall Meetings, encouraged the andience to
take action by demonstrating hoow easyit 1s to reach their legislators by using the 1w PACT website. Once on the
website htphwanr olioapact org click on “speak Up™ to get the contact informaton for sour legislators. She also
complirnented onr Town Hall Meeting and said it 15 one of the best she has attended. And @5 an addifional aecolade

fo our meefing, four people decided fo join the League and help us with our efforis fo encourage cifizens fo vole.

Town Hall Comrnittes : Harmet Cutler, Bachel Fowler, Sharon Gandee, Jeanne O
Advisers: LWV O, Srdith Feck, Pres. Evica Greer, Jean Queste]l: Chaitrnan

Inspirational Thought:

To zafeguard demociacy the people must have a keen sense of independence, self-respect, and their
oneness. * Mahatma Gandhi*
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Ed Fund Report
By: Jawnice Jacobs

2007 - 2008 LWVAA EDUCATION FUND CONTEIBUTORES

We appredate all the contributions made for the 2007 - 2008 fizcal year. Your generosity allows us to
vonfinue the valuable work of encouraging the entire Akron Area Commurnity to engage in the process of
democracy. Many thanks!!

(Corporate

Alron Coahing

Alpha Phi Alphs

IMary Rebecca Balcox First Energy
Gofo

.G, OF Meil Foundation

Membe s & Priends

Albrecht, Sophie Hurnmel, Kathy Melzon, Martha
Amold, Lois Jacobs, Janice Cuestel, Jean
Becker, Marna Jacoks, Libby Cuinn, John
Chambers, Ethel Keclk, Ardith Fead, Judy
DCeLamatre, Jodie Koosed, Edward Fobb, Joann

Darniel, Louise Kmder, Snsan Sanders, Jane T.
Chetz, Margaret Laning, Marjorie Shippy, [oanne
Cuff, Ann Lepimngwell, Patriaa Sspindler, Rosermnary
Fair, Don Lepp. Dorothy Squires, Ruth
Gault, Don & MaryLon Llowd, Margaret Thiell, Marjorie
Gibbs, Sara Massa, Glona Wall, Ken

Class, Julia MeGrath, MNancy Wogelsang, Susan
Greer, Brica Meeker, Dawvid & Anita Walcott, Margery
Hall, Gerry Miller, Marlene Witte, Georgla [
Hensley, Alberta Mitch, Aray Womo-Forney, Virginia B
Holloway, Janet Mogen, John York, Sally

We are antiapeting (hopefully!) some addifional donations before the end of owr fiscal year on, June 30th.
The polifical dimate is laghly charged thas year, at the local, state & nahonal lewel. Accordingly, the
Education Pund expects to be wery busy this election season and of cowrse, funding 15 most necessary.
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Nominating Committee Report
Jodkie Delamatre {Cheair), Jarice Jacobs, Brawda Preer, Sharon Gandes, & Rhorda Dends

Treazurer-Sharley Greer
President Elect-unfilled
2nd Wice President Programs-unfilled

Crganization and 4 Board of Chrectors;
Mewsletter Editor-Diana Kingsbury
Mermbership-Jodie Delamatre

Woter Registration-Willette Riley
Public Relations -Sara Gibbs

[ would like to thank the committee for their work and for those members who have agreed to serve on the

LWWVAA Board. As youcansee, we hawve two crucial spots open. If you have any queshons, please call me,
at 330,/376-0399. [MGD

**This 1z an addendurm to the above report: As noted, we have two large slots to fill. If you are reading this,
wyou already are cornmitted to LWWVAA . If you hawe any experience In commmunity/ avic orgarizations, your
talents and interests are needed now 1n order for the League to confinue to remain a viable orgarzahon.
Please consider getting involwed at the board level of the League which currently meets on the first
Thursday of each month. If you feel you need more experience before oirang the board, please take a look at
the cornmittee list in your directory and gethng involwved that way. Thanks for your help, Jodie Delamatare,
MNorminahng Committee™?

Special Report: Bliss Institute Election Year Speaker Randy Brinson
By: Jaarn Cusstal

COn April 10, the Bliss Inshitute presented Randy Brinson, & Mational Voter Registration Bxpert and Chrector
of "Redeemn the Vote”, in their series of Election Year Speakers. Supported by Chrizhan churches, bas group
has & large commeraal bus decorated with their name. They attend rodk conwerts or other entertainment
sites where young people gather and give them the opporturaty to register to vote. His group was
parficularly successful in lowa before the caucuses. As anaid to these young voters, his group would later
call thern to see which candidate they favored in either party. When the candidate was named, they would
turn on a tape that explained the candidate's stance on such ssues as gay rights and aborfion. Huckabee did
very well in lowa. Mr. Brinson noted that Giuliara did not.

Editor's Note:

Submissions for the June newsletter should ke subrmtted by May 15th, to dmk2dEnakronedu or 1309 Perry
L. W Canton, OH 44708 | Thank youl
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2008 Program Planning Results
By Brica Groer

LWVUS
Proposed study: Predatary Lending
Social Policy (E quality of Opportunity)
Soope: Review the negative impadt an indiwiduals and communities created by the lad: of responsible

lending standards, and determine what measures the federal gowarmment should take to protect
CONSUINErS.

Local Program:
Proposed Resaw: City of Akron
Land Usa

1 a) Resriew axdsting 2cning and building polides to determine if they follow anvironmentally scund
policy.

1k Review parmitting and licensing requirements to determine if they are reascnable, affordable,
and address safety and health issues.

LWVAA Priorities for 2zo08-2009

1) Proposed review of Land Use(1a and b abows)

2]  Consumer protedtion standards/ lending standards:  Review the negative impact on individuals and

cur aorrrnunity created by the lack of responsible lending standards and determine what measures the local
govarnment should take to protect consurmers.
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Website Report
By Briice (reer

A word about our website. ..

The L'WWYAA website (www lwwaa org) 15 alive and welll We are striving to keep it up-to-date so that 1t
can become a dependa e resource of information about our League’s activifies for both current members
and the general public. Since being redesigned in October 2007, we hawe the following statistics on visitors

to the site:

i
I 2007 Visitor Statistics
: Mnth Unique visibors  Mumber of wvisits Pages Wisited Hil &
1
i e | T
Chot 3007 | =348 455 ACRS FEAT
Mow 2207 | 525 a3 1310 584
Cac 2007 =38 207 id 2 RE2
Tozal | as3 1312 3221 5013
i 2008 Visitor Statishics
" el |..||‘i|:|.JE wig ors Wumaer of visibs PHI}I‘&S. wWigitael | Hit=
Jan H08 155 2z3 HE q2:7
Fek 2008 85 370 1161 1685
Ma- 2008 = | 445 1264 1671
Apr 15, 20DE B 118 | 451 BLY
~ckal £33 1156 | 35245 4832

Azide from our home page, the most viewed pages in 2008 to date are az follows:

Whas Bage Total views
T e s TR A
Mestincgs 2l
Apoud s 188
Cur Board 185
Aduocacy 173
‘Contact Us h 15€
Jowin 148
fdeating Feb 08 30
Meeting Mar 03 T R SRR
Meeting Aug 07 |

| Meeting Sep 07 6O |
Weeting Nov 07 &A |
LD DR
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LWV AA Proposed Budget

Shabmatted by Brica Greer

REVENUE 2007-2008 [ TO DATE | 2008-2009
Bodgei Proposed
Dhues $ 555000 |$5000.00 |§  7.080.00
Contributions
__ Comirnanity $ s000 f
| Membarship 90000 m_ E._“__“_n_ £ 200000
_EDFund i
Operating L0000 (% S000 )% 140000
1/4 PMP LWVUS _ § BI600 |
144 PMP LWVO P 69400
Inferest 3 3H0.00 £ 350,00
[Fund Raising L L
Activitica Roservations ¥ 6ZE.00
State Convention
Millennmm Dinner
Legislative Brzakiast £ 200,00
MAF reimbursement ¥ 1000
cmorials e,
w...,.ﬁd_“___._.__qﬂ 3 217000 § 2325
Reserves 3 227000
TOTAL REVENUE 5 DOTOAHF 5686725 F 1682010
EXPENSES 20072008 TO DATE | 2008-2009
Budget Proposed
DPERATING
MainuTnsurance § 3000 5 24700 300
Supplies/Misc'Printing  [§ 25000 § 5838 |4 400.00
Puostaze § 10000 5 2460 |5 150.00
| TelephoneTnternst § 5000 8 50836 |§ 50000
| Rent § 000§ 67500 [§ 90000
Computerperations  § 200,00 §  200.00
Mew Medin Mainleancs 3 LK
Total Operaiing (5 2,250.00 | S1S60.34 (5 4450
i p—
President’s Fund $__shod §__ 20000
Publications for Board_|§ 10000 [ |
Tutal Board § 15000 L]

EXPENSES (continged)  |207-2008 | TO DATE | 2008-2009
Budget Propused
ADMINISTRATIVE COMM ITTEES | ——
,._ﬂ_nu&.nqu?m F 500,00
lcmber Drircctory § 15000 |5 20000
FR/Fund Faising 17500 (& S00.00
MectingsPrograms & o000 (5 3noen | % 100000
Eoom Fentals 5 250,00
_ActivitiesReservations |5 «&hals .
Legislative Breakfast ] MY A PR P
Annuval Dinner
Total ﬁn__EE_-._.._.mnu_ 5 OT2500 |5 1,2ERE4 |5 1,330,040
DELEGATES
HMational Convention £ 100000
Sate Convention 1% Lo
Workshops $  100.00 §  100.00 |
Total Delegates 1,100 51,1000
ASSESSMENTS-DUES
Nitanal PP fala0ol |£ 31305 (8 330400
Siate PP i 180000 |% 173308 [§ 277300
[.ake Erie Basin I B |% EL T I Y 2500
Total Assessments-Dues | % 398500 | % 34814 (5 6,102.00 |
COMMUNICATIONS
Newsletier
Printitg SO0 % LoRens | E 100000
Fostage S 50000 [§  580.00  |$ 1,000.00
Bulk MalFee  |S 16000 |5 17500 |§ 15800
Member Directory O 350.00
New Media o ol
||Tn..._. Enn_E _unmﬁn_ il o .rm ru__u_“_.._u._u |
Total Communications 5 d_qm_u,i,. 51, TG & 4, 0 1H.Hb
VOTER SERVICE ) IS e
TOTAL FXPENSES S 00700 | S RSRIO4 | % 1682000
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President: Erica Greer (330) 882-3106

Memb ership: Sara Gibbs (330) 869-8169
Editor: Diana Kingshury (330) 309-T555

LWVYAA office: (330)836-7079

Relevant Dates
May 15th: June new sletter deadline
June Sth: Annual meeting

June 13th-1 Tth: National Comwvention

Become a Member Today!

Ay citizen of vating age, male or female, may become a Leagueg member. Annual
duas of $50 include local, =tete and national membership, including newsletters
frum cach. Dueas ara $256 for those under 30 yearz of age, Household mambership
(zame address) (s $50 for first member, 525 [or each Additiconal member,

harms

Al aas

Coity . 5 Sp__ 0000

Emall . i i Fhore

{Hurva) (e k)

Send ta:

Laague of Waomen Votara of the Akron Area (LWWAA)Y LEACLIE ~ _
3D hineols Avanusa ]| "p'u-'{_].r'.-ll-_h-_.j YVIITERS
Akron, Ohio &&320 1399 AKROMN ARFA

For rmare fnformstion calt: 2308367079
Emaifs havaairaol _corn Webegita: htapawwaw.hwyaa.org




