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President’s Remarks
By: Erica Greer

As | write this in mid-March, gue of Women Voters of the the outcome. Afier the mayor's

I can hear birds singing, the Akron Area as we sponsor “The presentation, you'll have an op-

buds are swelling on the trees, Stimulus  Package: What it portunity to ask questions so you

the crocuses and daffodils are Means for Akron,” a moming can get a much better idea of just sion, League will be screen-

up. and once again it is possi- with Mayor Don Plusquellic on what may be in the economic ing questions to eliminate any

ble to believe that spring will Saturday, April 25 from 9:30 to stimulus package that will be of that might pertain (o the pos-

come after all. Winter doesn’t 11:30 AM. The mayor’s presen- benefit to us here in the Akron sible recall election.

last forever in Ohio—it just tation will be in the Auditorium area.

seems like it! of the Summit County Main
Library on Sputh High Street in

downtown Akron.

opposition to the recall pro-
ceedings. In addition, during
the question and answer ses-

This is a greal opporfunily
learm more about cconomic
issues that affect every one of
us here in the Akron area.
Please help us spread the
wiord, circle the date on your
calendar, invite a fricnd or
co-worker I attend with you,
and join us on Saturday,
April 25 at the Main Li-
brary—hopehully o hear

some good news for a

change! See vou thers!

As vou know, League of Women
Wolers does not support nor op-
pose any political candidate. Be-
cause of the circumstances of a
possible recall election, 1 feel it is
important to add this caveat: the

League has invited the mayor
solely on his robe as a duly elected
public official. Leagoe will not
tolerate any campaign litera-
ture, T-shiris, or any other re-
lated items or activities at this
meeting whether in support or

And the “winter” of our eco-
nomic misforfune won't last
forever cither, although here
in Ohio we've been in the
doldrums longer than most
parts of the country. Some
economic good news would
be most welcome for a
change, don’t vou agree?

As wvou are probably aware,
Mayor Plusquellic was one of a
handful of mavers around the
country who were involved in
discussions  with the While
Howse and their economic advi-
sors, speaking on behalf of the
economic needs of cilies, so he
can offer us a unigue perspec-
five on the process as well as

With that thought in mind, 1
want to invite you to join Lea-

Erica

METRO RTA Tour
By: Erica Greer

About 40 people, League mem-
bers and non-membsers alike, had
a real ireal on Baturday, March
[4, when Molly Becker gave us
all a delightful tour of the new
METRO ETA Intermodal Tran-
sit Center. What a pgreat facil-
ity—Akron can really be proud
of this gem.

METRO is seeking LEED
(“green”) certification based on
the zolar pancls on the roof,
which provide muech of s

needed electrical power, and the space there, replacing their
geothermal heating and cooling cramped facility on Grant
system. In addition, much of the Street. The center is also on
miaterial that needed to be cleared the rail ling, so if the new
from the site was recycled in- inter-urban
stead of going to landfill, and gocs through, there will be
rainwater runoff is collected 1o the opportunity for a stop
provide the water needed for in Akron. Amirak may also
Muzhing the toilets,

be interzsted in

service to Akron at some
But beyond the green aspects of point in the future. And the
the facility, it is also a great congestion downtown from
fransportalion  center.
METRO, Greyhound

Besides
leazes
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METRO RTA Tour (continued)

By: Erica Greer

Thew M B0 TS 1R ereuakal T el Ceeviee i . dors o e v 0

the METRO line-ups is a hazard of the
past, There is even an onsite police sta-
tion to provide security at all times.

The transit center, which was financed
in part by state and federal grants, but
also by a sales tax increase approved by

the voters of Summit County (a measure
League endorsed), also serves the com-
munity in other ways. The new cafié that

will be going in will provide training in
food service for people needing o ac-
quire job skills. The community meet-
ing room will be available 10 various
non-profit groups that serve many of
the people who ride METRO so they
can bring services o their clients on
site on occasion, providing job fairs,
health screenings and the like. There
are also display cazes for local artists to
display their works, although they were
being modified so we didn't get o see
them in use. The banners decorating the
waiting areas were done on a Broad-
way theme by Molly's husband, and
were really clever: Metro Mia, The
Sound of Metroe, and SCATS, with an-
work from the real shows, were just a
few of the many that adom the center—
part of the “Star on Broadway™ theme,

After the tour, League members pep-
pered Molly with questions, which she
answered with great enthusiasm  for
well over an hour, Molly, who s
daughter-in-law to longtime LWWVAA
member Mama Becker, was guide
extraprdinaire for this  extraordinary
Facility.

Statehouse Day

By: LWVO E.D. Deidra Reese

Statchouse Day was a greal success and
a prelude o an exciling Convention.

Statehouse Day 2009 brought out more
than 23 Legislators or their staff mem-
bers 1o join more than B0 League mem-
bers from across the state to become
better informed on key issues and 1o
network with others as we continue to
identify the League of Women Voters of
Cihio as a key resowrce (o the community
of Ohio Legislators.

The day was kicked off by a lively ses-
sion entitled Anatomy of a Budget Crisis
by D, Howard Fleeter. Dr. Fleeter pro-
vided an informative and entertaining
perspective on the current state budgel
crisis and offered opinions on how we
arrived at our current woes, Dr. Fleeter
even provided insight on the impact of
the Obama Administration’s stimulus
package and how it might bolster the

Ohio economy.

League members participated in lively
discussion on regionalism by panelists
Larry Wolpert, Chester Jourdan Jr. and
Michacl Cochran. Regionalism has
become a lopic of interest to many
local Leagues across the state, Wit
nessing the discussion between the
panelists provided great insight to the
variety of views regarding the pros and
cons of such concepts.

The Statehouse Day agenda ineluded
four concurrent workshops on: Health-
care Reform, Education Funding Re-
form, Sunshine Law and Government
Transparency and Election Reform.
Each zession featured exper present-
ers, including our own League member
Peg Rosenfield who is recognized na-
tionally as an election reform expert.
The legislators and stall members who
attended these sessions expressed that
they came away well informed and
edger (0 build relationships with
League members as we work for mean-

ingful reform in the topic areas,

The day culminated with a presentation
by Ohio House Speaker Armond Budish
who shared Legislative Priorities and
Economic Realities., Speaker Budish
answered questions regarding rail ser-
vice, the budget process, and potential
economic reforms to be considered in
this Creneral Assembly.

PIE A U i A

Representing LWVAA  were  Janet
Drpdzon, Mary Lou Gauli, Ardith Keck,
and Erica Greer. We all had a great day
and returned home with a binder full of
information from LWYO lobbyists and
recharged spiriis!

Erica Greer
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Christine Freitag Honored

By: Erica Greer

On Tuesday, March 3, the Women's
History Project of the Akron Area recog-
nized area “Women Taking the Lead to
Save Our Planct”. Among those being
honored was LWYAA member Chris-
ting Freitag, who received the Fave
Dambrot Heroine Award. The award,
named for the founder of the Women's
History Project of the Akron Area, rec-
ognized Christine for her many contribu-
tions to help preserve and protect the
environment in and around Akron and
Ohig,

Christine has been President of the
Cuyahoga Valley Association (Friends
of the National Park), and is founder
amd president of the Friends of
MetroParks Serving Summit County. In
addition, she has served on the Board of
the Ohio Environmental Council, and
has been a member of the Cascade
Locks Park Association, Trust for Pub=
lic Lands, and the Mortheast Ohio Re-
gional Alliance. In 2006, she was in-
ducted into the Ohio Natural Resources
Hall of Fame,

LWYAA iz proud of Christine’s service to
our community, and joins in the salute to
her myriad contributions. Congratulations,
Christine!

Proposed Additions and Changes to the Bylaws

By: Marjorie Thiell

(Additions and changes are in italics)

ARTICLE [ MNAME

Section I Noame: The mame of this or-
ganizarion shall be the League of Women
Voters of the Akron Area, referved 1o in
these blaws as LWVAA, This local
Leagie & an integral part of the League
of Wommen Volers of the United Siales
and the League of Women Voters of

CHjes, {addition)

ARTICLE Il PURPOSE AND POLICY

Section 1. Purposes, The purposes of the
LWYVAA shall be to promote political

responsibility through informed and ac-
tive participation (of citizens—deleted) in
government and to acl on selected gov-
emmenial issues,
ARTICLEIN  MEMBERSHIP

Section 2.a. (2) fthase who make o lump
st Nife poavmend to the LWVUE shall be
paid life members—deleted] Those who
have been members of the League for 50

vears or more shall be honorary lifie
members excused from pavment of dues.

ARTICLE IV BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section % Method of Conducting Busi-
ngss, Meetings and business of the Exec-

wiive Committee and'or the Board of Di-
rectors may be conducted by electronic
mears, such as felephome  conference
call, video conferencing, e-mall, or by
meeting in person, (addition)

ARTICLE W OFFICERS

Section 2.

g, The (Presidem, the—deleted] first
Vice-President and the Secretary
shall be elected in even-numbered
VEars,

The (President—added) second
Vice-President and  the Treasurer
shall be elected in even-numbered
years.

The President-Elect shall be elected
in  feven—deletedt odd-numbered
wears for one year.

Section 3, The President shall be o
{(addition) (Change “ex office™ to “ex
officio™) member of all committees ex-
cepl the Mominating committes,

Section 4. President Elect. The President
Elect shall perform those duties assigned
by the President omd assisé the Vice-
Presidents (addition),

ARTICLE W1 FINAMNCIAL ADMINI-
STRATION

Section 2. Dues

a. A member joining Fehruary |
flarnary—delefed) or therealter will
be assessed one-half the vearly dues
until the next membership vear be-
ginning July 1.

ARTICLE W11 MEETINGS

Section 1. Membership Meetings. There
shall be at beast three (four—deleted) gen-
cral membership meetings each yvear al
such times and places as may be deter-
mined by the Board of Directors,

ARTICLE IX  PROGEAM

Section 4. Member Action. Members
shall (may—deleted) act in the name of
the League of Women %olers only when
authorized to do so by the proper Board
of Directors , or by the Executive Com-
miilfiee on an emergency and lemporary
hasis (addition),

ARTICLE X1 PARLIAMENTARY Al-
THORITY

Section 2, The President may select, on a
femporary or term basis, a parfiomentar-
ian to educate, enforce and clarify the
parliameniary rules, bvlaws, and other
board policy and procedures. (addition)

PAGE §

THE AKROM VOTER

VOLUME 2. IS5UE &

Observer Corps Report: Akron City Council

By: Ned DeLamatre

. Recently retumed from Washingion
DC,, Mayor Plusquellic spent about 20
minutes discussing what he has leamed
and what he is trying to do about getting
Akron's fair share of the federal Economic
Stimulus Package. The details are not yet
available, but the Mavor 15 concemed that
many cities may receive a lower proportion
of the package than surrounding suburbs
and rural areas. The Mayor cited Seattle,
Washington and 51, Louis, Missouri as iwo
examples of citics which may get a much
smaller percentage than the rest of the
population. The Mavor feels that the
money should be used primarily to create

new jobs and that the greatest multiplier

effect from the money will take place in
cities,
A citizen advisory committee is scheduled

o meeel Tuesday, March 24, 2000, ODOT

i5 supposed to make an announcement on
March 315t regarding its recommenda-
tions for spending Stimulus Package mon-
ics.,

2. The Public Service Committee covered
13 routing proposed infrastruciure  im-
provements, All were passed with lintle

discussion. Most had to do with repaving

sireels and storm sewer Improvements.

3. The Budget and Finance Commiites
approvid two ilems: an ordinance au-
thorizing the Director of Finance 1o
make a donation in support of the Ak-
ronReads Program and an ordinance
authorizing money for the continuation
of the Outstanding [City] Employee
Recognition Program for 2004,

4. The Parks and Recreation Commites
approved money for the Akron Sym-
phony Orchesira to provide owidoor
concens in 2009; outdoor concerts al
the Akron Art Museum: and the Heinz
Poll Summer Dance Festival

Housing: It’s Still about Foreclosures
By: Karen Rainey, LWVO Housing Specialist

Ohio is sl reeling from the effects of
massive numbers of foreclosures, and five
blls in the General Assembly are geared
to alleviating the problems. Introduced to
date are three bills that deal with tenants;
rights when a foreclosure action is filed
on a rental property, These bills are key to
profecting tenants from untimely and un-
warranted evictions. The tenant-related
bills are:

*  House Bill 9, Rental Property Fore-
closure, Sponsored by Rep. Ted
Celeste, this bill would require that a
rental agreement for a property sub-
ject to foreclosure convert o a
migith-to-month rental agreement on
approval of a sale at auction by a
court, The landlord must provide
wrilten notice to each tenant about
the sale at least 21 days before the

e Henate Bill 13, Foreclosure Actions.
Sponsored by Sen. Dale Miller, this
Bill would require tenant notification
when a foreclosure action is fled,
similar to HB 9; it also would require
the Department of Commerce o pre-
pare a publication for owners and
tenants and for clerks of courts 1o
distribute the publication when fore-
closure action 15 initiated and that
clerks of courts send writlen notice 1o
tenants when propery owners arc
served with foreclosure action,

= Senate Bill 46, Foreclosed Residen-
tial Properly. Sponsored by Sen. Eric
Kearney, this bill would prohibit re-
quiring a enant o vacale a fore-
closed residential property any earlier
than minety days following a courl's
confirmation of the sale of the prop-

erly. Mo hearings on this bill have been
held to date,

LWVO will follow these bills and ex-
pects o support the lenant-related bills
under our national urban policy posi-
tion and our national principle that no
person or group should suffer legal,
ceonomic of administrative discrimina-
tion. Watch for Action Alerts when
these bills are scheduled for a vote,

LWVAAYision Statement

We envision LWVAA to be a dynamic organization actively involved in local politics so that a diversity of citizens
recagnizes the League as an essential resource that motivates them to become increasingly involved in civic affairs

and feel compelled to join the League.

Submissions for the May newsletter may be e-mailed to Diana Kingsbury at kingsbury, diana@@gmail.com or mailed to 1309 Perry
Dr. NW Canton, OH 44708 by April 15th. Thank you!
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IMPORTANT IDATES

Apnl 15: Newsletter deadline

April 25: Meeting with Mayor Plusquellic
May | Law Day

May 1-3: LWVO Convention, Dublin O

June 4; Annual meeting, LeFever's restaurant, Cuvahoga Falls
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LWV MISSION

The League of Women Yoters, a nonpartisan political organiza-
tion, encourages informed and active participation in govern-
ment, works to increase understanding of major public policy

issues, and influences public policy through education and advo-

CACY.

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!!

Any citizen of voling age, male or female, may become a League member. Annual dues of $60 include local, state and national
membership, including newsletters from each. Dues are $30 for those under 30 years of age. Household membership (same ad-

dress) is 530 for each additional member,

Mame:

Address:

Lip:

Email:

Phone:

Send to:

League of Women Voters of the Akron Area (LWVAA), 380 Mincola Avenue, Akron OH 44320




