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President’s Remarks

As | suspect most people do, |
sometimes indulge myself in
an idealistic fantasy or two.
With everything that has been
in the news lately about health
care reform, | have been fan-
tasizing about what the proc-

the League of Women Voters
had been in charge. (Hey, |
can dream, can't [7)

First of all, the process would
have begun with a thorough

from people on all sides of the
issue, including evervday
citizens, health care providers,
employvers large and small,
insurance companies, as well
as persons with expertise on
the health care policies of the
rest of the developed world,
all of whom provide some
kind of health care security
for their entire populations.

would not

League,

As most everyone agrees, our
current health care system is not
sustainable, so the goal of the
study would be 1o determine the
scope of the problem and the
best possible solutions to bene-
fit the American people as a
ess would have been like if whole, Missing from this study
would be the hordes of lobby-
ists, each with their own special
interests to protect, that figure
s0 prominently in the proceed-
ings in Washington.

study of the issue, with input 1'm sure par of the study proc-
ess would also include informas
tional meetings and town hall
forums all across the nation.
But these town hall forums

have been treated 0 on the
nightly news. These would be
hosted  and
50
strictly non-partisan, with writ-
ten questions, civil table discus-

view to be heard and consid-
ered, The forums would be res-

and be respectful

be tolerated,

pectful and diverse,
feelings might run high on this
issue, those whoe couldn't listen Such a process would be

Afier thorough study,
sus process would begin. In grass- come, they would aleo have
rools meetings held all across the had a voice in the process.
nation, people would consider and They would also know that
discuss a series of relevant ques- the outcome would be
tions with other citizens in the based on research, reason,

and while shes of the people.

of others’ much more likely to pro-

thoughts and opinions would not duce an outcome palatable

to a majority of Americans.
Mot only would they under-
the consen- stand their stake in the out-

effort to reach a consensus. Input experience, and what would

general consensus

be like the ones we

conducted by

they would be to ignore this input

from all these grassroots meetings be the best for the nation as
would be tabulated and organized, a whole, not just the inter-
and on the basis of this input, a esis of one segment of the

could be population. What a unifying

reached about the best way 1o pro- process that could be!
ceed; this would be an open proc-

ess reported to the entire country. Ah well, “tis only a dream.
When it came time for Congress to But just thinking about
write a bill, how could they afford what could be makes me

in favor of yet again very proud to be a

campaign contributors or  other member of such a great
special interest groups, with the organization as the League
sions, and time for all points of information available for all to of Women Vioters. And 1I'll
see? Congress would be forced to bet it makes you proud, too!
be responsive to the needs and wi-

Erica

Akron Recall Study Committee Update
By: Diana Kingsbury
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A committee of several League
members has convened to con-
duct a study on the recall elec-
tion in the city of Akron. The
goal of the study will be to un-
derstand the parameters of recall
elections in the United States and

the impact it has on your community!

the citizens of Akron.

We plan to share what we
have leamed so far with

Studies are an important compo= vou on Movember 5 at the
nent of the League's work and membership
the process is very educational if (details found elsewhere in
you are interested in getting in- this edition). If vou would
depth with an issue that impacts like to serve on the com-

reception

mittee, please contact me!
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Iranian Women and Equal Rights
By: Debra Johanyak, PhD.

On Friday, June 19, 2009, CNN's Moni
Basu published an article reporting on the
progress of women's rights in Iran. She
indicated that 63 percent of Iran's college
students are fermales, and vet the laws do
ol recognize men and women as equal. In
divorce, child custody, inheritance, and
crime cases, laws tend to favor men over
women. But female students, wives, moth-
ers, and grandmothers are standing up in
growing numbers to demand equality,

Interestingly, among the new feminist
voiges of Iran is the granddaughter of Ava-
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the man who
established the country’s current [slamic
Republic government in 1979. Zahra Esh-
raghi is an outspoken critic of legal restric-

rigns to women's oplions and freedoms.

Another feminist voice is that of activist
lawyer Shirin Ebadi who won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 2003. Her memoir Jfran
Awakeriing drew global attention to the
inequities and problems of Islamic Iran.

Aczar Nafisi's book, Reading Lodita in Te-
firan, is her personal memoir of the 1979
revolution that transitioned Iran’s govern-
ment from monarchy o Islamic republic
and subjected the author to criticism and

Iran’s women experience a strange combi-
nation of equal rights and gender repres-
sion, according to many news sources, On
one hand, women have the right to partici-
pate in public marches and protest demon-
strations to support or profest political and
social issues. But as the tragic shooting of
young female protestor Neda Agha-Soltan
recently revealed, going public is still dan-
gerous, Women can participate in spors
like golf and even race car driving. albeit
with a headscarf and clothing that covers
all body surfaces but the face and hands.
They are professors, bankers, artists, and
managers. But they are not yet fully free to
dress, marry, and travel as they please.

In Iran’s 2009 presidential race, women
were allowed to register as candidates,
though none were approved by the reli-
gious body that vets those who run for of-
fice. Yet the election process aimed
wiomen's issues on television and in news
media where they attracted significant at-
tention from both inside and outside Iran.
Opposition candidate Mir Hossein Mous-
savi pledged to support women as cabinet
ministers il elected. His wife Zahra Rah-
navard, a widely respected academic activ-
ist, allegedly informed CNN's Christine
Amanpour that Iran's 34 million women

mic levels, Many are removing veils
and head coverings, sometimes called
“hijab”, to represent the personal free-
doms they are demanding.

As Iran's women continue their quest
for equal rights and fair treatment, it is
with gratitude that American women
can appreciate our hard-won freedoms
that are already recognized and sup-
ported by government and society, with
maore to follow in the future. Hopefully
the women of Iran are not far behind,

About the Author:

Debra Johameak = o professor of Eng-
lish at the University of Akron Wavne
campus and the anthor of Behind the
Veil, the acclaimed memaoir of her life
in fran during the 1979 jran hostage
crisis. Az a wniversity graduaie, Debra
struggled with her dual US.-lran citi-
zenship and reluctance 1o wear the
mandated veil. Dr. Hooshang
Amirahmadi, Director of Middle Easi-
ern Studies of Rulgers University, says
Behind the Weil “ix a sfory that had fo
be told and must be read by alf who are
concermed abour the state of US-fran
relations and wish lo see them in-

eveniual exile, are secking the revision of civil and family
laws.

Male support of equal rights was offered

by reform President Mohammed Khatami The women’s movement includes educated
who encouraged the explosive growth of middle-class women and newer members

women's charities and organizations. from conservative and lower socio-ecomno-

Prove.

Redistricting: Power to the People?

Gerrymandering, or redistricting, will be the topic of an IMPACT meeting
in Hudson on November 12 at 7 pm.

FOLITICAL ACCOUNTABILITY
FOR CITIZENS TODAY

Representatives from LWV and others will discuss the issue and its im-
pact on citizens.

Co-sponsors: LWV Hudson, LWVAA, and the Hudson Library & Historical Society.
Location: 96 Library Street, Hudson, OH  For more information, contact the library at (330) 653-6658 x
1010
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Board Briefs

Meerings are held the firse Thursday of the November ballot, as no one camé ommance, and there will be a raffle as in
each maomth at 5:30 pm ar Chrise United forward to chair it Previous years,

Methodisi Church, 380 Mineola Ave. in
Akran. Meelings are open and members »
are welcome fo attend

The new handbook will be out on or
before October 1.

It was decided 1o co-sponsor an
LWY Hudson imPact meeting on
redistricting on November 12 at
The board meeting on September 3 was 704 pm at the Hudson Library,
an abbreviated one, as there was nol a

quorum present.

=  Omne more person is needed for the
Mominating Committee next year, our
bylaws require 5, but we only have 4 at

this time,

A theater night fundraiser at Weath-
ervane Community Theater will be
on Friday, April 30. The play is a
comedy entitled fralian American The next board meeting will be Thursday,
Reconciliation.  Refreshments  will October 1, 2009 at 5:30 pm.

be served in the lobby after the pert-

Among the actions taken:

o [t was decided to drop the October 15
forum on the proposed charter
amendments that will appear on

Books of Interest for Leaguers
By: Jodie DeLamatre, Reference Librarian, Hudson Library &
Historical Society

The Big Bum: Teddy Roosevelt and the Fire that Saved America by: Timothy Egan

Ben-Barak

America by: Barbara Ehrenreich
and Medical Miracles that are

Losing Mum and Pup by: Christopher Buckley

saving Lives Against all Odds by: Sanjav Gupia

sing the News: F f the New v by: Alex 5. Jones
The Remains of Company [); A Story of the Great War by: James Carl Nelson

To Ask for an Equal Chance: African Americans in the Great Depression by: Cheryl Lynn Greenberg
The Sound of Wings: The Life of Amelia Earhart by: Mary 5. Lowvell

Together we Cannot Fail: How FDR led the Nation from Darkness 1o Victory Through Hope, Courage and an Unwavering Trust
in the American People by: Terry Golway

Why we Cooperate by: Michael Tomasello
Why our Health Matters; A Visi i form our Future by: Andrew Weil

The Woman Behind the New Deal: The Life of Frances Perkins, FDR's Secretary of Labor and His Moral Conscience by:
Kirstin Downey (HIGHLY RECOMMENDED)

Editor's Nove:

Submissions for the November newsletter should be e-mailed to Diana Kingsbury at kingsbury. diana@gmail.com or mailed 1o
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The League Supports Full Census Count
(from the LWVOhio website)

As we approach the 2000 census —
which will likely result in decreased
congressional representation  for
Ohio—it is important 0 ensure thal
every Ohio resident is counted. The
League is involved in that effort on two
fronts,

will work collaboratively with local Com-
plete Count Committees and the U.S. Cen-
sus Burcau to 1) Ensure a complete count
through edecation and promotion; 2) In-
crease counts in hard-to-count areas: and 3)
Increase mail-back rates of census materi-
als. LWWUS is also a CCC partner at the
national level, For more information, go 1o
the CCC website : hitpz2010.census. gov’
partners/pdfcocGuide.pd

ng to increase participation by focusing
on 300 of the most difficult census
tracts for intensive efforts to get an
accurate count. Many of LWVO/EF's
coalition partners are also participating,
e.g. Ohio Citizen Action Fund, Coali-
tion on Homelessness and Housing
(COHHIO), Ohio Vides, etc,

First, the League is a member of the
statewide Ohio Complete Count Com-
mittee {CCC)  established by Gov,
Strickland to increase awareness aboul
the 2010 census and educate’ motivate
COhioans to participate. The committes

For mare information on the Census go
to: www.census.chio.gov or

Second, the League is participating on the  www.nonprofitscount.org
statewide Ohio Census Initiative—You Can

Count on Me, a nonprofit committes worki-

Former U.S. Supreme Court Justice to Headline Forum
on Judicial Selection in Ohio

Former U5, Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O"'Connor will join Ohio
leaders for a forum to discuss the proc-
ess for selecting Justices of the Su-

that time period, candidates for the Ohio
Supreme Court raised $21.2 million, plac-
ing Ohio second in the nation in the
amount raised by Supreme Court candi-

the League of Women Voters of Ohio
Education Fund.

Participants in the forum will include

preme Court of Ohio, dates. leaders of the judicial branch, the busi-
ness community, organised labor, state
“A Forum on Judicial Sclection: A The Forum on judicial selection was  elected officials, civic leaders and mem-

Time for Action™ will be held Nov, 19
and 20 at the Ohio Judicial Center and
ihe Center of Science and Industry
(COSM) in Columbus, The conveners of
the event are Ohio Chief Justice Tho-
mas 1, Moyer, the Ohio Stale Bar Asso-
ciation, and the League of Women Vot-
ers of Ohio Education Fund. The forum
is made possible by a grant from the
Jovee Foundation.

formed because members of the jodicial,
legal and good-government communitics
recognize that a genuine opporiunity for
change exists. MNational attention on the
problem has increased since the US. Su-
preme Court decided Caperton v Massey
on June B, a case invoelving a Justice on the
West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals
who cast the deciding vote in a decision
benefitting a campaign supporter who con-
tributed more than 53 million 1o his elec-
tion effort.

bers of the legal community. A detailed
program schedule and Web site are
scheduled for release in October,

Among the leaders who have indicated
that they will participate either in person
or through a representative are Gov. Ted
Strickland, Ohio Senate President Bill
Harris, Ohie House Speaker Armond
Budish, Ohio Senate Minority Leader
Capri Cafaro, and Ohio House Minority
The cost of judicial campaigns has been Leader Bill Batchelder.
increasing for years, forcing judges to
raise money like politicians, which has
led 1o the commosive public perception
that justice is for sale. From 1999 to
2008, 52004 million was raised by
candidates for state supreme courts, In

“If the public believes that judges are not
fair and impartial, then the integrity of the
third bramch is compromised. and this un-
dermines the strength of our entire democ-
ratic system,” said Meg Flack, president of

Discussions will be facilitated by QSL
Law Professor and Former Attomey
General Mancy Rogers and former
Franklin County Court of Common Pleas
Judge Yvette McGee-Brown.

WORDS QF INSPIRATION

“Which is the best government? That which teaches us to govern ourselves.” —Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

“Whenever the people are well informed, they can be trusted with their own government; that whenever things get so far wrong
as to arract their notice, they may be relied on to set them to rights.” —Thomas Jefferson
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LWVYAA Launches Membership Recruitment Contest!
By: Jodie DeLamatre

LWYAA is sponsoring a membership
recruitment  contest, with the person

DeLamatre (330-376-039%9 or
Jmgdi@nee.rr.com) by October 9. All these

that League of Ohio is involved with.
Then, local League members will fill us

bringing in the most new members win-
ning a gift certificate to a local restaurant.

As vou know, our League is facing some
serious demographic issues, and therefore
we are having some difficulty finding
enough volunteers among our current
members. Without volunteers, of course,
the work of the League cannot be
achieved, So—

LWYAA is asking every member (o sub-
mit two or three names of prospective
members to the Membership Chair, Jodie

prospective members as well as all of our
newer members, will be invited to a dessert
reception at the home of Lois Amold on
Thursday, November 5. Of course long-
time members are encouraged to attend as
well,

Besides dessert, conversation and convivi-
ality, special guest Meg Flack, President of
LWV Ohio, will be on hand to give an in-
troduction to League for those new and
prospective members. In addition to speak-
ing about our mission and what we do,
Meg will also give us an update on LWVO
election reform activities and other issues

in on LWWAA activities including
Voter Service, Observer Corps, and the
Charter recall study.,

This is an excellent opportunity to
spread the word, introduce new people
o the wonderful organization that is
the League, and eam a chance for a
night out on LWWVAA. So please pet
busy and forward those names o Jodie
and make plans to attend—we can have
a fun evening and

help the League at the same time! See
violl there!

Judge John Adams administering the oath
o mew citizens

League members Mary Lou Gault and
Gerry Hall ready to register

i [ 'l
Registering new citizens to vote!

By: Gerry Hall

Constitution Celebration

LWVAA was invited by the Akron Bar
Association to attend the swearing in
ceremony for 14 new citizens on Septem-
ber 17. The ceremony celebrates Consti-
tution Day and this vear also commemo-
rates the 200th anniversary of Abraham
Lincoln's birthday. Held in the audiotriu-

m of the Main Library, the ceremony in-
cluded a Boy Scout troop to lead the
Pledge of Allegiance and a chorus from
ETC School of Musical Arts 1o sing patri-
otic songs, along with remarks from city
and county officials. Judge John Adams,
LIS, District Court, administered a rather |-

ong, serious  oath to the new citizens,
Following the ceremony, League mem-
bers Mary Lou Gault and Gerry Hall
registered the new citizens to vole,
while Bruce Greer took pictures 1o re-
cord the event,

LWVAAYVISION STATEMENT

We envision LWVAA to be a dynamic organization involved in local politics so that a diversity of citizens recognize the League
as an essential resource that motivates them to become increasingly involved in civic affairs and feel compelled 1o join the

President: Erica Greer (330) 882-3106

Editor: Diana Kingsbury (330) 309-7555

Membership: Jodie DelLamatre (3307 376-0399

League
iy NON-PROFIT OGRAKIZATION
LEAGUE OF U5 POSTAGE
WOMEN VOTERS PAID
380 Mineols AKRON, OHIO
Akron, OH PERMIT NO. 445
44320-1399

IMPORTANT DATES

sonic Hall

October §: Candidate’s night for Akron School Board,
T:00 pm at Resnick Community Learning Center

Oxtober 14: Candidate’s night for Richfield Trusiees,
7:00 pm at Richfield Civic Organization, Richfield Ma-

Movember 5: Dessert reception for new and potential
members, T:00 pm at the home of Lois Amaold

Movember 12: imPact meeting on redistricting, 7:00 pm
al Hudson Library & Historical Society (Flood mig rm)

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!!

Any citizen of voting age, male or female, may become a League member. Annual dues of $60 include local, state and national
membership, including newsletters from each. Dues are 330 for those under 30 years of age. Household membership (same ad-
dress) is L30 for each additional member.

MNami:

Addriess:

City: Fip:

Email:

Phone:

Send to:

League of Women Voters of the Akron Area (LWVAA), 380 Mineola Avenue, Akron OH 44320




