The AkRron Voter

Volume L. sue 5

Jarsary, 2009

President’s Remarks
By: Erica Greer

A very Happy MNew Year to
vou and yours! | hope your
holidays were blessed  with
peace and good health, and
that the Mew Year will bring
vou the same.

As President-Elect Obama's
transition unfolds, 1 lkave been
noticing  commentary  about
the recemt clection, talking
about  how  differemt  the
Obama campaign was com-
pared to other campaigns, The
differcnce cited is often that
Obama (and 1o a besser extent,
Howard Dean in 2004) had
“bottom-up”  campaigns,
These were lrue  grassnools
efforts, with support coming
in small amounts from a wide
base, instead of the opposite:
support in large amounts from
the very few., Commentalors
have moted that such a bot-
tom-up campaign is  inher-
ently more demoacratic.

Well, as | hope you are aware,

the League of Women Volers ons, determine il any of those very tough economic condi-
is, and always has been, such a need updated or changed, 10 pro- tions.  The updated  posi-

“bottom-up”
ralic  organization.

(small d) democ- pose topics for study ot cither the tions that come ot of these
Individual state or local level, and w provide consensus

meetings  will

members of local Leagues pro- input on what should be our local enable LWVO 1o lobby on
vide input for sciling positions, prioritics for the upcoming year. behall of changes in Ohia’s

agendas for action, and priori-

Last vear we had great anendance taxation and finance  sys-

tics not only for their home and very lively discussion, Don't tems—ithe  changes  YOU
Leagues, but also for the state miss this chance 1o make vour think are important, il vou

and national organizations.

voice heard, and 1o help chan the make your voice heard at

course for LWVAA in the vear the consensus mecting,

We have a couple of opportuni- ahead.

ligs coming up to provide our

League’s input here in the first The consensus mecling on (axa- at
two months of 2009, First up is tion and fnance will be o the remember,

I hope to see many of vou
beth mectings—
Mour WoIce 1S

the annual program planning form of an open board meeting on importam  for  League 1o
mecting, which will be held on Thursday, February § at 5:30 PM continue 1o be a democratic

Saturday,

January 31 a0 930 at the church of Mineola. There voice in politics!

AM at Christ United Methodist will be a short regular board meet-
Church on Mincloa Avenoe in ing, and then we will consider the

Akron. The second opporiunity

conscnsus  queshions

regarding — rica

is the conscnsus mecting on LWWVO's review of their positions

taxation and finance for the
League of Ohio on Thursday,
Febnuary 5.

o taxation and finance. While this
is perhaps not everyone's cup of
fca, there is no denying that taxa-

tion and finance are crucial issucs
The annual Program Planning for the state of Ohio, in order to
meeling 15 your opporiunity to facilitate the cconomic redevelop-

look over state and local positi-

ment of Ohio in these
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Akran Metrs 2| ifully, “1 hear America singing, first by the pancled splendor of room is the mised judicial-
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Observer Corps Report (continued)

By: Mary Felver

ing acoustics— in carlier limes 'm sure
“no microphones needed 10 applv!”
Today, there scems 1o be a reliance on
technical devices (hat is thwarting the
ability to project the voice 1o the back
of the Chamber,

This was the problem | had in heaning
most of Council’s proceedings. 1 was
cager to learn e nants and bolts of their
deliberations, 1 could read an agenda,
bt 50 much was unintelligible and I do
not sullfer from loss of hearing!

Visually, | was fascinated by the his-
toric chamber, the business-like de-

meanor of the Council members, their
infinite knowledge of the issues con-
fronting them, and their apparent cqua-
nimily as a body, Audibly. though, |
felt a “Cireat Divide,”

I am happy 1o report that things have
improved! After that first visit to Coun-
cil, Pan Lepingwell, Elizabeth Lander
and [ spoke with Tina Merlini, Council
member and LWWVAA member, and
Marco Summerville, Council President,
and asked if they could speak up, or
address the visitors” arca where citizens
participate. On a subsequent visit on
MNovember 3, there scemed 1o be a “sea

change” = we observers could hear!

That mecting ended with a proposal by
Mavor Plusquellic for the establish-
ment of a grocery store at Highland

Sqquare

I am now receiving council’s Newslet-
ter, My afiernoons in this august as-
sembly have given me a renewed sense
of citizenship because America is il
singing - long may its voices be raised.

Consensus Meeting on Taxation & Finance

Al the last State Convention, L'WY
Ohio was asked 1o update their posi-
tions on taxation and finance in Ol
50 that state and local Leagues could
advocaie for changes in Ohio tax and
finance policy.

The study repon has been completed
and will be emailed to all members
who have email capability. For those
of vou whe don't have email, there

will be a link 1o the report on the
LWWAA website, www. lwvaa.ong. If
you don't have a computer and
would like a paper copy of the re-
port, please call the League office,
J30-836-TOTH, and request a copy be
mailed to vou,

We will consider the LWV Ohio con-
Sensus questions al an open board
meeting on Thursday, February 5 at

5:30 PM at Christ United Methodist
Church, 380 Mincola Avenoe, Akron.

Your ideas and input are necded — con-
sensus is the process that makes League a
madel of democracy in action. Plan 1o

attend so that we can provide input 1o

League of Ohio on this issue so critical 1o
the economic future of Ohio!

Akron Metro Regional Transit Authority

By: Mary Lou Gault

Save Saturday, March 14, 2009, for a visit 1o the NEW Metro facility located where Bartges Street deadends 1o the cast at High
Street in downtown Akron, We're planning a moming meeting (9:30 a.m. to neon) for members and friends 1o see what they
have accomplished. We'll have more information for vou in future newsletiers.

Editor’s Note

The deadline for article submissions for the February newsletter is January 15th. These items may be e-
mailed to Diana Kingsbury at kingsbury.dianaf@gmail.com or mailed to 1309 Perry Dr. NW Canton, OH

44708, Thank you!
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What is the economic future for
Northeast OH?

What is regionalism?

- Competition or Cooperation?

Dircetor of regional partncrships
for the o for Our Economic Future of
| Advance Northezisi Obio

DeJanes Rober

2.

Thursday, 7 p.m. |
February 12

Elected Officials Talk
About Revenue Sharing

Mavor Bewce Akers, Pepper Pike
Cuyabog Couty

Mevor Jay Williams, Youngstown
Mdoming Covunly

Meayor Bill Robertson, Rittman
Wiryne County

Regionalism: Unifed We Stand, Divided We Fall?
Find oat  The fidson Libeary & Historcal ociey
with The League of omen Yot of Hudson

Thursday, 7p.m.
February26

Regional Prosperfty Initiative
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RELEVANT DATES

January 29 LWV Hudson meeting on regionalism T pm at the

Hudsen Librury

Jamury 31: Program Planning 9:30-noon CLIMC

February 5: Consensus mosling on taation and finance

33 pm CUMC

Febreary 12: LW Hudson mecting on regional revenue shar-

ing 7 pm at the Hudson Library

The League of Women Volers, a nonpartisan political organiza-
tion, encourages informed and active participation in govern=
ment, works 1o increase understanding of major public policy

issucs, and influences public policy through education and advo-

cacy,

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!!

Any citizen of voling age, male or female, may become a League member,  Annual dues of $60 include local, state and national

membership, including newsletters from cach. Dues are 330 for those under 30 vears of age. Household membership (same ad-

dress) is $30 for cach additional member,

Name:

Address:

City:

Email:____

Send to:

League of Women Voters of the Akron Arca (LWWVAA)

IR0 Mincola Avenue, Akron OH 44320




