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President’s Remarks

By: Erica Greer

WOwW!

That was my overall reaction
to watching the inauguration
of Barack Obama on January
20, To see almost two million
people, black and white, His-
panic and Asian, young and
old, rich and poor, crowding
the Mational Mall on a cold
and winiry day 1o waich this
historic event was only part of
it. Knowing that some 200
millicn people were walching
worldwide o wilness Amer-
ica matching action—
swearing  in an  African-
American as president—with
rhetoric—"all men are created
equal™—sent an incomparable
message not only to us here at
home, but all around the wor-
. The pride | felt was inde-
scribable,

As League members, there

wias much o be pleased abowt
in Barack Obama’s inaugural
address as well. To hear the
phrase “the commaon good™
uttered by our nation’s leader
was s0 uplifting. As | hope vou
are aware, League has been a
champion of that principle and
of the impontance of working
for the common good since its
inception 90 years ago this
month. I is a concept that has
been reglegated to the
“wilderness™ for many years,
while government seemed 1o, in
President Obama’s words,
“favor only the prosperous”,

To hear him speak of the “false
choice between our safety and
our ideals,” that those ideals
still light the world, and we will
ncd give them up for expedience
sake,” also resonated with me
so strongly. If we sacrifice our
precious freedoms o purchase

promise of citizenshi
to me a5 a League

bility 1o help educat

racy cannof work for
wisrk for it?

security, then haven't the terrorists take on that “price and
succeeded in defeating the Amer- promise of citizenship™ by
ica we know and love already?

encouraging friends and
colleagues 1o join League,

His call for a “new ¢ra of respon- as the pre-eminent non-
sibility,” and of “the price and partisan political organiza-

p” also spoke tion in the country, and also
member. For by donating some of your

isn't that the basic premise of precious time and energy lo
League, that we have a responsi- helping League fulfill our

¢ and inform mission: to encourage in-

voders 50 that all of us can ably formed and active participa-
perform our civic duty to partici- tion in government, 1o in-
pate in our democracy? Democ- crease understanding of

us unless we major public policy issues,
and to influence public pol-
icy through education and

50 | hope vou feel as | do, that we advocacy.

one hopefully  less

wis founded. And |

are entering a new ¢ in politics,

divided and A maost worthy mission,

divisive, one based more on prin- wouldn't you agree?
ciples dear to the heart of Leagu-
ers, more inclusive and nearer to
the ideals upon which our nation

hope that in Erica

tumn vou will feel motivated o

The League

of Women Voters turns 89 on 2/14!

Inzide this f=ssue:

Inauguration Party 2
Upcoming League Megs 1
Observer Corps 3
Mational Popular Yore 4
Acme CashBack

some Real “Sunshine™ strugge.

e A LA

Impormnt Daves

The League of Women Volers
was founded by Carrie Chapman
Catt in 1920 during the conven-
tion of the MNational American
Women Suffrage
The convention was held just six
months before the 19%h amend-
ment o the US. Constitution
was ralified, giving women the
right to vole after a T2-vear

The League began as a “mighty

Association. their new power 1o

activist, grassrools

political experiment,” designed
to help 20 million women carry
out their new responsibilities as
volers. [t encouraged them to use

shaping public policy. From the
beginning, the League was an

whose leaders believed that citi-
zens should play a critical role in
advocacy, It was then, as it is
today, a nonpartisan organiza-
tion, League founders beliewved

thai mainfaining a nonpar-
tisan stance would protect
the Medgling organization
from becoming mired in
the party politics of the day
However, League members
were encouraged 0 be po-
litical themselves, by edu-
caling citizens about, and
lobbying for, govermnment
and social reform legisla-
Lion.

T T T T

participate in

organizalion
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The League of Women Voters turns 89 on 2/14! (continued)

This holds true today. The League is
proud 1o be nonpartisan, neither sup-
porting nor opposing  candidates or
political parties at any level of govern-
ment, but always working on vital

issues of concern to members and the

public. The League has a long. rich
history that we are proud 1o carry on!

The above history was taken from the
LW VLR website, www. havoorg,

Congrotulations
LM—QH&' af Weonmesn
Veoters!

Inauguration Party and Fundraiser for LWVAA

A dozen or more members of LWWAA
and friends gathered at ihe home of
Sara and Art Gibbs on Friday, Janwary
23 to celebrate the 44th peaceful trans-
fer of power in the United Siates—the
inauguration of Barack Obama,
Dubbed “Change for Change™, atten-
dees were asked to bring a roll of quar-
ters o benefil LWV AA,

W all enjoved the camaraderie with
such a convivial group. As vou know,
League members love to talk, and top-
ics of conversation ranged from the
inauguration, Obama's cabinet picks
and first actions as president, the Is-

racli-Palestinian situation, and the stale
of the nation’s media, 1o the LWWYAA
website and the potential for Facebook.,
As new member Kathy Arthur ob-
served, “This was so much fun, sining
arcund and 1alking politics with other
interested people!™

And we all agreed, as we dined on ten-
derloin wrapped in bacon, shrimp,
green bean fries, asparagus, and other
fabulous finger food, that Sara is in-
deed the “hostess with the mostest!™

In addition o all the interesting conver-
sation and wonderful foed. Sara col-

lected $140 to benefit LWVAA, with
further donations promised from some

who were unable o attend. Thank you,
Sara!

i

Leagac members enpoy food amd friendshap

‘Cunsensus Meeting cancelled

| Please note that the consensus meeting on League of Ohio's positions on taxation and finance, scheduled for February 5, has
been cancelled. This update on League of Ohio’s position has been tabled until further notice. According to LWV President
Linda Lalley, this action was taken for the following reasons:

*  The Taxation and Finance study report covers a very complex issue that is being impacted by the current state of the Ohio
and national economy as well as potential changes in state taxation policy,

*  Local Leagues specifically requested that the report include additional information to assist in the learning process to facili-

tate a smooth consensus process.

| apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused any of you.

Upcoming League Meetings

There are several interesting League

meetings coming up. On Saturday, March
14, join LWYAA from 9:30 1o 12:30 at
the new METRO Transit Center. Bring a
friend and come tour the new facility and
learn about all the ways this state-of-the-
art facility incorporates “green” concepls
in its design, as well as how this new cen-
ter will Bbenefit our community now and in

the future,

LWY Hudson is hosting a three-part
series on regionalism, co-sponsored by
several area Leagues, including
LWYAA, According 1o LWY Hudson
President, Belinda Wing, “Regionalism
is a concepd that i1s gaining momentum
amang a significant group of area pov-

ermment and business officials as a
means to address economic issues and
global market competition, Proponents
say that turning away from long stand-
ing competition among cities and
countics towards a model of regional
cooperation will create more economic
growth, new emplovers and jobs and
-Continued on mext page-
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Upcoming League Meetings (continued)

and by maximizing our commaon re-
SOUTCES.

Concerns have been raised about possi-
ble revenue sharing, land use and other
jurisdictional questions. Some of these
are being addressed in consortiums of
commumnities in the 16 county area that
comprises Northeast Ohio—an area that
reaches as far west as Lorain, south to

Wayne and Coshocton and cast 1o Ash-
tabula and Columbiana counties, Sum-
mit and Cuyahoga Counties are impor-
tant hubs of the region.”

The first meeting was held on January
29, bart the other two will be hicld in

February, At the February 12 meeting,
three mayors from the Mortheast Ohio
region will talk about revenue sharing,

the idea that communities might share tax
revenue increases gained from attracting
new businesses, rather than competing for
the businesses and revenuee. On February
26 two arca mayors will discuss the Re-
gional Prosperity Initiative, a Regional
Economic Planning & Revenue Initiative,
Both meetings will be in the Flood meeting
room at the Hudson Library at 7 PM. Plan
to attend and leam more about this trend.

Observer Corps Report

By: Jean Questel

Sharon Gandee, Alberta Hensley, Chris
Freitag, Sandra Smith, and Sandra Kurt
artended the January 5, 2009 meeting of
Akron City Council. Chris Freitag sub-
mitted the following repon:

Akron City Coungil extended the morato-
rium to permit billboards for 21 days m
their meeting January 5. The proposed
mules would decrease the height from 50
to 35 feet, require that all new billboards
be a conditional use [requiring a public
hearing] and allow billboard companies
o improve or modernize existing signs
withoul a public hearing [conditional
use]. The new rules do not mention digi-
tal billboards, a safety and esthetic issue
of concern even to the Federal Highway
Administration who are studying the
safety of LED changeable copy signs,

Assigned to Akron City Councils Eco-
nomic Development and Job Creation
committee, Chairman Terry Albanese
siated that her commitice needed more
fime to study the issue.

The existing 300 billboard “faces™ should
be enough spaces for business and public
information in Akron. We do not oppose
the rebuilding of old billboards withow
allowing neighborhood input [conditional
use]. The vote on this issue will happen
this month. Please write, call or email
vour Council member and let them know
if vou are opposed to adding new bill-
boards to the Akron landscape or to the

rebuilding of existing billboards which
have the potential to become digital.

The address for City Council: 166 S,
High Street, Room 301, Akron 44308
To email to Terry Albanese;
wardddici.akron.oh.us (To email vour
Council member, insert your ward num-
ber)

Telephone: Akron City Council: 330-
GEG=1303,

Sharon Gandee again noted that the cov-
erage in the newspaper did not coincide
with the action at the Council meeting.
Alberta Hensley, prepared to expect an
empty room, was surprised at the large
attendance. Many were there 1o hear
Ophelia Averin's explanation of

MAACE s concern for neighborhood
relations with the Akron police.

Kot Conrnty Conrcil

LWWYAA Observer Comps représentatives
for the January meetings were Mary Lou
Giault, Jeanne Orr and Jean Questel,
Jeanne Chr submitted the following re-
port from Jan 12;

The resolution for the Planning and Eco-
nomic Development Committee was pre-
sented by Mr. Jason Dodson of the Ex-
ecutive Office. The preliminary discus-
sions between Akron and Summit County
pertaining to Building Code enforcement
were addressed with questions from
County Council,

This step toward regionalism is benef-
cial to both Akron and Summit County
because it eradicates the duplication of
paperwork and personnel. This reduction
of paperwork and personnel translates to
the saving of both time and money for the
residents and workers of the County.
With regard to these discussions and their
benefits for the community, Frank
Comunale [District 4] stated, “This is
redlly a good thing. 1'm really excited!”

An interesting moment at the January 5
meeting was the appearance of Alan
Brubaker, the recently elected County
Engincer. He came to acquaint the Coun-
cil of his desire to work with them and to
introduce the 4 men who will assist him.
He replaces Greg Bachman, the former
County Engineer.

Orther business involved requesting pay
increases for employees in several Execu-
tive Departments who will assume extra
duties due 10 attrition of s1aff; the raises
were possible by not replacing the retiring
employees,

The new fumiture for the 2 additional
courtrooms for judges will cost
£49.916.19.

Aside from Council Pres. Kostandaris, the
Council members do not use their micro-
phones regularly and are difficult to hear,

submissions for the March newsletter may be e-mailed to Dinnn Kingsbury kingsburydisna@gmail.com or mailed 1o 1309 Perry Dr, NW Cantos, OH

44708 by February 1%5th, Thank You!
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National Popular Yote Compact Proposal

By: Erica Greer

At the LRVUS Convention in 2008,
delegates voted for a League study
af the National Popular Vore Cam-
pact (NPV), This study is currentiy
underway. This article provides
background on NPV and was
adapted from information on the
LWVUS website. For more informa-
fion, including study reports and
pros and cons, please visit the
LWVUS website, www. fwv.org’
NIV,

The League position on the clection
of the president and vice president
statcs in part:

“The League of Women Voters of
the United States believes that the
direci-popular-vete  methed  for
electing the President and Vice-
President is exsential to represen-
tative government. The League of
Women Voters believes, therefore,
that the Electoral College should
be abolished. ™

The most compelling argument
against the Electoral College is that
it prevents the direct election of the
President by popular vote and is,
therefore, contrary to modem prin-
ciples of representative govern-
ment, Studies show that more than
T0 pereent of Amencan citizens
favor the election of the President
by popular vote.

Beyond this basic theorctical objec-
tion is the very practical objection
that the Electoral College svstem
enables candidates who have not
received the most votes cast by

American voters to become Presi-
dent. We have seen such an out-
come four imes in our history, the
latest being in 2000, when Al Gore
won the popular vote, but George
W. Bush won the vote of the Elec-

toral College.

These eireumstances have prompted
much discussion on the advisability
and feasibility of reforming our
clection process to climinate the
Electoral College and to elect the
President by direct clection. Over
the past 200 years, according to the
National Archives, more than 700
proposals have been introduced in
Congress to reform or eliminate the
Electoral College, including several
in the most recent Congress. How-
ever, climinating the Electoral Col-
lege would require a constitutional
amendment, an arduous process,

Against this background comes the
National Popular Vote Compact

Proposal.

The National Popular Vote Com-
pact Proposal offers a method of
achieving the result of election of
the President by popular vote with-
out amending the Constitution to
eliminate the Electoral College.
Instead this method wses the mecha-
nism of the Electoral College to
ensure that the candidate who re-
ceivies the most popular vole 15
clected the President of the United
States,

Under the proposed legislation to
enact the National Popular Vote
Compact, the popular vote counts
from all 50 states and the District of
Columbia would be added together
to obtain a national grand total for
each presidential candidate. All of a
participating state’s electoral votes
would then be awarded to the presi-
dential candidate who receives the
most popular votes in all 50 states
and the District of Columbia,

The NPV Compact plan would take
cffect only when it has been en-
acted by states collectively possess-
ing a majority of the electoral votes
(270 of 538). The 270-vole thresh-
old also corresponds essentially to
stales representing a majority of the
people of the United States. As a
result, every vote in all 50 states
and the District of Columbia would
b equally important in presidential
¢lections,

A complete analysis of the pro-
posal, including background, proce-
dural provisions that would ensure
the smooth functioning of the
agreement, and pros and cons of the
NPV Compact proposal is available
on the LWVLUS website,

www. lwv.org/NPV.

her husband, Wayne,

The Leagoe of Women Volers of the Akron Arca wishes to extend our deepest syvmpathy 1o Ann Dufl in the recent death of
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Acme CashBack
By: Janice Jacobs

This fundrising program has been a
small but consistent winner for us over
the years. I°s simple, has no overhead
cost, and is not labor intensive for
Leagne members,

Thanks to all of vour for tapes alrcady
reccived. As vou know, this is once
again a viery shon peniod of time 1o
collect Acme register tapes and turn
them into money for the League

The format of the program is based on
the purchase of Acme brand products.
These products include: Food Club,

Full Circle, Dining In, Top Crest, Top

Care, Domestix, Paws Preminm, Acme
Fresh Market, ValuTime and otbiers,

Thee Formal of the program is based on
the purchase of Acme brand products.
These products include: Food Club, Full
Circle, Dining In, Top Crest, Top Care,
Dromestix, Paws Premium, Acme Fresh
Markel, ValuTime, and others.

When you stop at Acme, the
“Community CashBack™ amount 15
shown at the end of each register tape.
We reocive 5% of this amount, As noted
previously, because of ihe severely
shonened time period this vear, i will be

more challenging than ever to come up
wilh a good baich of 1apes.

The current CashBack period began on
09-28-08 and will end on 02-21409. |

will b¢ accepting tapes through 02-28-
09,

Please forward tapes 1o me at ;
P.O. Box 26
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44222

Thanks for shopping at Acme and sav-
ing vour tapes for League!

By: Erica Greer

Some Real “Sunshine”

In these dark winier dayvs, the thoughi
of some sunshine is appealing to almost
evervong. To the League of Women
Waoters, there has been another appeal-
ing dose of sunshine in the carly days
of this new administration.

As yvou know, this League has bocn a
strong proponcnl of “sunshine laws” 1o
make our government open and ac-
countable 1o We the People. In the first
weeks off s administration, President
Obama issued a memorandum on trans-
parency in government. LWVUS Presi-
dent Mary Wilson had strong words of
praise for this directive, Herewith are
portions of the directive —I think vou
will take encouragement from the lan-

guage.

“MEMORANDUM FOR THE HEADS
OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS
AND AGEMCIES SUBJECT: Trans-

parcncy and Open government

My Administration is commitled 1o
creating  an unprecedented  level of
openness in Government. We will work
together 1o cnsure the public trust and
cstablish & system of transparency,
public participation, and collaboration.
Openness will stirengihen our democra-

cy and promole cfficiency and effec-
tveness im Govermment,

Government  should be  transparent.
Transparency promotes acoountability
and provides information for citizens
about what their Government is doing,
Information maintained by the Federal
Government is a national assct, My
Administration will ke appropriate
action, consistent with Law and policy,
1o disclose information rapidly in forms
thai ihe public can readily find and wse.
Excculive deparimenis and agencics
should lamess new technologics o put
information about their operations and
decisions online and readily available
io the public. Exccutive depariments
and agencics should also solicit public
feedback 1o identify  information of
greatest use 1o the public.

Government should be participatory.
Public cngagement enhances the Gov-
crmment’s cffectivencss and improves
the quality of its decisions, Knowledge
is widcly dispersed in socicty, and pub-
lic officials benefit from having access
i that dispersed knowledge. Executive
depariments and agencies should offer
Americans increased opporfunilics to
participate in policymaking and (o pro-

vide their Government with the benefis
of their collective expentise and infor-
mation. Executive  departments  and
agencics should also solicit public input
on how we can increase and improve
opportunitics for public participation in
Government.

Government should be collaborative.
Collaboration actively engages Ameri-
cans in the work of their Governmeni.
Excoutive deparimenis and agencics
should use innovative tools, mcthods,
and systems to cooperale among them-
sclves, across all levels of Government,
and with nonprofit organizations, busi-
nesses, and mdmaduals o ihe privaic
seclor. Exccutive departments  and
agencies should solicit public feedback
to assess and improve their level of
collaboration and to identify new op-
poriunitics for copperation....”

Fnspirational Woreds:

“The highest patriodism is..a love of
one s country deep enongh to call
it rooa higher plain. ™

~Lieorge Meliovers
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IMPORTANT DATES

February 5: CONSENSUS MEETING CANCELLED

February 12: Regionalism Meeting, LWV Hudson

(Flood meeting room, Hudson Library)

February 14: League of Women Voters turns 89!

February 26:; Regionalism Meeting, L'WY Hudson

(Flood meeting room, Hudson Library)

March 1d: @ 30=12:30 PM Tour of METRO Transat

Center, 631 5. Broadway, Akron
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LWV MISSION

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organiza-
tion, encourages informed and active participation in govern-
mienl, works to increase understanding of major public policy

issues, and influences public policy through education and advo-

CAcy.

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!!

Any citizen of voting age, male or female, may become a League member. Annual dues of $60 include local, state and national

membership, including newsletiers from each. Dues are $30 for those under 30 years of age. Household membership (same ad-

dress) is $30 for each additional member.
Mame:

Address:

Cily:

Zip:

Email:

Send to;

Phone:

League of Women Voters of the Akron Area (LWVAA), 380 Mincola Avenue, Akron OH 44320




