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We have our work cut out for decline in membership spells 1o the newslener. Why did vou + Volunieer o help out on a

us! trouble in any organization. For join League? Why are you still a commitice or al a meeling.
those of us who believe in the member? What has membership We need people to help mem-
Last June al the Annual Meet- imporiance of what League done or meant for you? (email bership chair Jodie Delama-

ing. I made the following re-
mark:; Chwr Leagne, while still
strong,  foces  demographic
chaltenges which will soon
severely enrlail the work we
are able to accomplish, I we
don 1 begin concerted efforts

docs and represents to our com-
munity, we can't take numbers
like that lying down.

vour story 10 newsletter editor
Diana Kingsbury at  kings-
bury dianagigmail.com)  League
i5 nol jusl a communily Organiza-
tion, i°s personal 1oo!

tre, publicity Sara Gibbs, and
newsletter  editor  Daana
Kingshury., This mecdn’t be
lime intensive—thene  are
little ways vou can help too,
such as greeting people at a
meeting, donating  refresh-
ments, or doing a lile re-
search from home,

Accordingly, the board of
LWWVAA has decided 1o partici-
paic in the Membership Re-
fo focus our awaifoble re- cruitment [nitiative, a program
sonrces while of the same of LWVUS which is geared to
time working fo increase oir helping Leagues increase their
membership, particularfy  of visibility in the community and
individuals who are able to to teach Leagues to reach out to
donate their fme and ener- polential new members noa
pies fo League, we will face svsicmatic way. For more spe-
much wncertaimty in the very cific  information  abowt  the
near fiture. MRI, pleasc sec membership
chair Jodic Delamaire’s col-
umn ¢lsewhere in this issue,

# Invite friends or familv mem-
bers 0 an upcoming  League
meeting—I'm sure vou know
people who  would love  ihe
“inside story™ of the new METRO
RTA Transit Center, our “green”
new “Star on Broadway™. Bring
someone with vou on March 14!

+Do vou have a special tal-
enl that League could use?
Can you design flyers? Do
public speaking? Wrile let-
ters? All these cam be one-
time small contributions that,
when combined wilh others’
really add up!

# Invile friends or acquaintances
to join the League. The LWWVLS
training team for the MRI pointed
oul that some people think League
is a “by-invitation-only™ organiza-
tion, so invile people (o join! Peo-

Those words scem 1o be com-
ing true a bil sooner than |
had anticipated. This vear, we
experienced a nel loss of

If you are as concemed as 1 am

Let's et this  membership
aboul our future, you may be

“orisis” be an opporiunily 100

some 25 members, as our wondering, “What can 1 do? ple can now join right from our good 1o pass up!
totals went from 135 o 107, a 'Whal can one person do? website, www. Iwvaa.org, and
decline of around 20%. [ am dues are HALF-PRICE from now Erica

Here are a fow suggestions:
+ Contribute vour League story

nol a math person, but even |
know that such a precipiious

nndil June 30,

Program Planning Perspectives Inside this ixsuc:
Pregram Planning 2
By: Sharley Greer
MRI Report 2
Friends, 3lst. When vou go through the process. | was educated Inspirational Words 2
In my fecble attempt at poetry, 1 process of program planning like by the process. 1 highly Observer Carps 3
am trying to say how muoch 1 we did thet Saturday, you come recommend it to you.
enjoved and how much 1 got oml away understanding so  much Education Reform 4
of our annual program planning more of what il means © be a  Several of us were asked )
meeting on Saturday, January Leagoer. [ was energized by the  -Continued on Next Page- DC Woting Rights 5
Member Spotight 5
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Program Planning Perspectives (continued)
By: Sharley Greer

1o tell you a little aboul why we enjoved
the Program Planning Session, what we
gol out of il, and why we (hought il was

fricnds together o better understand
what the League of Women Volers is
really all about. My poem is entitled

Mlissed i,

Plain words we use to help us under-

beneficial. 1 struggled with how to write  “You Missed 1t!” stand il
about something that sounds like a very Study, Retain, Update and Prioritize it
boring thing—Program Planming. It was  Program- m-Program il Position, Consensus, we analyae i,

not! 5o, I plaved with the related words
and before oo long 1 had a poem of
sorts. Please don’t judge me on my pen-
tameters, This poem is my atlempl 10
entice you 1o next year's program plan-
ning meeting, to bring old Leaguers with
their wisdom and new Leaguers and

You missed il, You really missed it
Boring, 50 boring sounds il

Mo color, diversity, excitement 1o it
MO You really missed !

Bui, oh Mew Members vou need it

Old Members, vou feed a1

Leaguers and Friemds nod there, You

State, local, US—ile goal is befil.

I beg vou, next time-don't miss it!

Maore there than vou know-5o fit it.

Fil it im vour life. Take action on it
Come away Leagoers and  Friends
bright lie

Membership Recruitment Initiative (MRI)
By: Jodie DeLamatre

A new parinership between National,
State & Local Leagones was neocntly
formed 1o address decreasing member-
ship in the League of Women Volers.
This national trend is duc not only 1o
demographic shifis but also to changes in
commurtics, media, and other societal
demands and issues. LWVAA has not
been immune fo this trend. This year
alone, approximately 25 members chose
nol to renéw their membership for van-
OUES TeRASONS.

munities, empowering for action &
advocacy, and nonpartisanship,

digm shift) in that it steers all of us o
determune viable links to other organiza-
lions (o suppor Our communily work
while making sure we all arc asking
others fo join LWW AN,

We in Akron had already begun to ad-
dress some of the arcas addressed in the
MRI at the valuable Strategic Planning
sessions Susan Vogelsang and Erica led
in 2007, We looked al our sirengihs,
weaknesses, goals and wvision for the
future. Im our Sirategic Planning we
also identified that we needed o be
betier al focusing our activities, needed
greater visibility in the community and
that we needed o increase member-
ship.

Our goal is o achieve a 3% NET
growth in membership this vear—that
15, over and above anv member we may
lose. To accomplish this, we need 1o let
others know why we arg a par of the
League and why they should be too. We
know the League 1o be a truly valuable
Ccommunily assel; now i 1s up 1o us o
let the public know too. We can do this
in part by ielling our storics of what
League means 1o us,

That is why LWVAA has decided 1o
participate in the Membership Recruit-
meend Imifeative (MBI, Erica Groer and |
spenl a Saturday in Columbas along with
representatives  from  Toledo-Lucas
County, Greater Youngstown, Camlon,
Greater Dayton, Cuvahoga Area. and
Tiffin to hear state and national officials
explain how to recxaming our organiza-
lion and become more aclive recruilers
by showcasing the atiribules of LWV
that broughi us (0 and keep us members
of the Leagee, such as: educating com-

MREI is a threc-pronged activity that
addresses all those adentificd  arcas.
While we must verv publicly highlight
opur strengths, such as the Observer
Corps and voter service, and encourage
other organizations o collaborate with
us, we must also assedively and poini-
edly ask people 1o join LWYAA In
this regard, the MRI program offers a
paradigm nudge (as opposed 10 a para-

Sometimes we forgel just how unigque
and valuable the League is and how
important it 15 o let others know too.
Mow that you have joined ithe League,
we need you 1o help others join,

Should be fun!

Inspirational Words

“Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an alien power over us. The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a
President and senators and congressmen and government officials, but the voters of this country,” —Franklin D, Roosevelt
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Observer Corps Report: Summit County Council
By: Janet Dodson

The meeting started on time, and the
president reminded  council members
and guests to speak into the microphone
when addressing council or when coun-
cil members had comments. A young
woman from Barberton addressed coun-
cil and presenied problems she had en-

Breast and Cervical Cancer Project
Two representatives from the Health
Department responded that they were
aware of the woman’s difficultics and
agreed (o assist her 1o resolve her prob-
lems. Coumcil expressed interest in the
casc and want a follow-up on il

Firsi and second resolutions required ap-
proving carryover funds, excculing re-
quired documents for grants, awarding 2
vears of space 1o a Congressman for one
dollar a year, disbursing funds and confirm-
ing award for carmvover fumds and various
expenditures for scrvices and grands,

countered trving to receive aid from the

Observer Corps Report: Akron City Council

By: Sandra Kurt

I attended the Akron City Council meet-
ings Jamuary 3, 12, 26, and February 2.
I'm including in my report items that |
noded that are nod available on the agen-
das and minutcs published online.

Highlights from the Jamuary 5 mecting
{with some January 12 follow-ups):

Council passed an ordinance amending
and/or supplementing Ordinance No. 7-
2006 1o provide for modification of pre-
scription plan deductibles for permanent
full-time cmplovees classified as man-
agement and non-bargaining personnel
and establishing a hearing care plan. This
affects about 300 emplovees and covers
anly the employces—not their families.

Council passed an ordinance amending/
and or supplementing Ordinance No. G-
2006 10 update the prescription plan and
cslablishing a hearing carc plan for per-
manent full-time bargaining unit mem-
bers in the Akron Nurses Association. On
Jammary 12, a similar ordinance was
passed amending/and or supplementing
Ordinance No. 52006 for permanent
full-time bargaining unit members of the
Civil Service Personnel Association, Inc.
bargaiming umnil.

Council approved adjustmenis in em-
ploves compensations within the Akron
Nurses Association bargaiming wmit and
the non-bargaining, management, and
unclassified job classes, I is for one vear

al a 2.5%% imcrease, which matches what
was given o AFSCME, On January 12, a
similar ordinance was passed for perma-
neni  full-time bargaining unil members
of the Civil Service Personnel Associa-
tion, Inc. bargaining unit and for School
Crossing Guards.

Ophelia Averninl spoke ai lengih about the
Stevens shooting in the summer of 2008,
the police response, and the Police Audi-
tor’s response. She stated that the Beacon
Journal’s statement in (he Sundav, Jane-
ary 4th cdition that the NAACP wasn't
involved was false. She requesied a fair-
minded community review board, and
stated that the community needs o be
receptive to the police. Representatives
from the Justice department wall be
town the first week of February (o review
ihe casc,

Council President Sommerville said that
Stale Represeniative Vernon Svkes has
been involved in this case. In addition, he
said the Police Department, ihe Mavor's
Office, the Law Depariment, the Police
Union, and members of the community
will be meeting with the Justice Depart-
ment. He agreed that it is important 10
ensurc the Police Anditor is engaged.

Highlights from the January 12 meeting:
Funds were approved 1o purchase two

additional thermal imaging cameras for
nse in the Fire Division, adding 1o the six

they already have. Councilman Conti
proposed Resolution Mo, 34-2000 urging
Congress o hold investigative heanings
on the current financial cnisis. Council
President  Sommerville appoinied  Bob
Keith the Cledk of Council and accepted
his resignation as Ward 8 Councilman.
Councilman  Freeman  announced  that
there had been two suicide attempts off
the Y-Bridge, with one successful, and
urged Council to consider using capital
funds to fence in the Y-Bridge.

Highlights from the January 26 mecting:

An ordinance was passed authonzing the
purchase of 31 addittonal Tasers for the
police department, brining the iotal to
180, An ordinance passed anthorizing the
Director of Health to contract the iempo-
rary servioes of an Engincering Aide for
ihe Akron Health Department o icmpo-
rrily replace an emplovee on military
active duty. Council President Sommer-
ville annoumced that 20 applicants had
been received For the Ward 8 seal.

Highlights from the February 2 mecting:

Dr. Raymond W, Cox, an instructor in
Public Admimstration, author of several
books, and consultant 1o vanous govern-
menl agencies and non-profits were se-
lected as the new Ward 8 Councilman. He
was sworn in by Judge Mary Margaret
Rowlands at the beginning of the meet-
ing.  -Continued on Next Page-

By: Sandra Kurt

Observer Corps Report: Akron City Council (continued)

A public hearing was held on the Capital
Investment Budget of abowt 5263 million
of federal, state, regional, and private fund-
ing. A Mr. Burroughs asked whal peroent-
age of the budget is going 1o minonty busi-
nesses. Mavor Plusquellic responded that
per a Supreme Counl ruling, the City can-
nol sei nomerical standards bl can only
establish goals.

Highlights from the February 9 meeting:

In new legislation, an ordinance passed au-

thorizing Mavor Plusquellic 1w file an
application with the Ohio Department of
Development for allocation of about 53
million 1o address foreclosures,

At the end of the mecting, Mayor
Plusquellic spoke aboui the proposed na-
tional economic stimulus package. Mavor
Plusquellic said the tolal city portion of
the bill is about $78 billion and that cities
can act fasier than siafes fo gel people
working again. Mayor Plusquellic said the
bill contained less than $100 billion in bo-

th packages for infrastructure.

The mayor said Congress wanis the
coniracts oul in 90—180 days after the
bill passes. With competitive bids re-
quired, Council would need 1o act
quickly to meet the deadline. Council
President Sommerville added that
Council must ensure that the total com-
munilty benefits from ithe package.

Ohio’s Schools
By: Joan Platz

LWVO Spotlight On...Education Reform Plan Proposed for

Governor Ted Sirickland’s proposed FY
10-11 budget includes an education re-
form plan to modernise Ohio’s education
svstem (o cnsure that students lcam the
gkills 1o be successful in the 218t contury.
The plan also, according to Governor
Strickland. creaies a constitutional school
funding system that will adequately sup-
port Ohio’s schools when fully imple-
mienied.

The plan proposes a new Ohio Evidence
Based Model (referred 10 as OEBM or
EBM), 1o determine state aid. When the
plan is fully implemented in 8-10 years,
the state’s contribution to fund schools
will increase from the current level of 5
percent 1o 59 percent. The plan also in-
creases accountability and transparency
through a variety of mew reporiing re-
quirements and oversight by the Ohio
Department of Education (ODE) Gover-
nor Stnckland and his admomstration have
developed this evidence-based  model
over the past year with input from busi-
ness, education, and community stake-
holder groups, and from citizens. The
Covernor hosted a senies of community-
based “Conversations on Education™ from
July through December 2008 to listen (o
ideas from the public about how 1o create
and fund a world class and relevant educ-

cation svstem for all Ohio students in the
2151 cenfury.

Governor  Strickland’s  proposed  plan
completely changes the current school
TMunding sysiem, which is now based on a
“foundation level” of per pupil suppor
(base cost per pupil). The new “cvidence-
based” system provides state aid based on
ratios for classroom teachers, anl, music,
and PE teachers; adminisirators, nurses,
media services, counsclors; eic. Funding
is also included to support students with
special needs, those who have linated
English proficiency, and instruction for
gifted students. A targeted poverty index
and Instructional Cuality Index are in-
cluded to compensate for the cffects of
poverty on student learning, and provide
support for highly qualified teachers,

The plan also lowers the charge-off (local
share of education costs) from 23 mills to
20 mills. It allows school districts that are
nol al the 20 mill Door to convert millage
1o the 20 mill floor with voter approval,
g0 that districts can experience growth on
20 mills when property values increase.
Any millage that remains above the 20
mill Moor will be converted into mills that
operate  like emergency  levics. These
changes, according to the Governor, addr-

¢ss the impact of HB 920 on school
disirict budgeis.

The proposed budget is cxpected to
increase funding for primary and secon-
dary cducation by 4.7 percent in FY' 10
and 4 percent i FY 11, for a tolal in-
crease of $925 mullion for education
over current funding levels.

The Governor's plan will be clanfied
further through the language of the
budgel legislation, which is expected 1o
be introduced in the Olio House over
e mext few weeks.

For more information, please visit the
OBM™s web site, which includes a
number of documents that describe the
Governor’s  proposed  education  plan:
hitp:/fobm. ohio. gov/SectionPages/
Budget/FY 101 1/ExecutiveBudget aspx.

Joan Platz is the Edvecation Spectalist/
Lobbyist for LIFV Cio,
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By: Erica Greer

DC Voting Rights Moving Closer?

the LWWUS program in March 1982,

the following:

weeks or months.

Governmental Affairs approved the legis-
lation 11 to 1 af its first business meeting
in the new Congress. The lone “no™ vole
was cast by Sen. John McCain (Ariz.), the
2008 Republican presidential nominee.

The League of Women Volers has sup-
poried D.C. self-government since 1938,
Since 1961 DUC. residents have made some
gains in the drive for full citizenship nights,
The remaining goals—voling represenia-
tion in both the House and Senate and full
home-rule powers—were made explicit in

Now il appears that D.C. may be one step
closer 1o realizing representation in the
.S, House of Representatives, The Wash-
ingion Post on February 12, 2009 reporied

“A Senate commiltee casily passed a bill
vesierday that would give the Disirict its
first full seat in the House of Representa-
tivies, sending it 1o the full chamber for a
crucial vole expected in the next few

The Commies on Homeland Securnity and

It"s mot clear when the legislation will
reach the Senate floor for what is likely
12 be its main showdown. In 2007, a
similar bill dicd in the Senaie after fal-
ling three voles short of the 50 needed 1o
head off a filibuster. Butl proponents
belicve they are in better shape now
thanks o Democratic gaing in the last
election.

The measure would permanently expand
ihe 43 5-member House by two scals,
Ome would go to the overwhelmingly
Democratic District, and the other 1o the
state next in ling to pick up a scat based
on population. For the next few vears,
the scatl would go to Utah, which lcans

Republican.”

The League believes thal this would be-
gin fo correct ong of the great injustices
in our current svstem, the disenfran-
chisement of the population of the na-
tion's capital. D.C. residents pay axes,
serve on junes, fight and dic for their
country but do not have voting represen-
Lation in Congress.

According to information on the
LWWUS website, Amenican citizens
livimg in our nation’s capital have no
vote on important issues affecting nearly
every aspect of their daily lives inchud-
ing: health care, Social Security, envi-
ronmental protection, crime control,
public safety and foreign policy. Parents,
teachers and community leaders have no
vole when it comes to shaping national
cducational policies and academuc stan-
dards. D.C. business owners and work-
crs are denied a viole in determining how
Congress regulates business policy and
ihe cconomy. Local laws passed by lo-
cally elected officials are routingly over-
muled by members of Congress pursuing
iheir own personal agendas withouot re-
gard for the welfare of D.C. residents,

Perhaps 2009 will be the year that the
League’s goal to have people living in
our nation's capital become full-Nedged
cilizens, with representation in Con-
gress, will come 1o fruition

LWYVAA Spotlight on.....Mary Lou Gault

lawg=iimie member Mary Lo Cranlt,

Buiry. dignaa gmail cor

Each month, The Akron Voler will fea-
ture a membership profile of one of the
LWVAA's valued members. For our
March edition, we will affer a profile of

To nowminate someone for a membership
profile,  please  confodd  aditor  Diame
Kingshury o 330.309.7555 or kings-

1974 when T becime more aciive, [ oan
remember the first LWV of Cuvahoga
Falls meeting T attended, The infornna-
fion shared by the different committee
chairmen blew my mind! And [ wanted
For Bar cxs “iithe=know ™ ax they were,
What positions have vou held within
the LWYAAT

I served as Viee-Pregidemt 2000 -2003;
Presideny  2003-2005:  Feitor  20035-

When did vou join the LWVAAT
I hink it was 1967,

Why did you join the LWVAAT

very informative newsfetter. [ think it was

When my husband, Don, becane a Cryva-
hoga Falls Councilman, | was a young
stavecl=hovme mom. [ felt the need fo be
maore educaled abont civic affairs to be
more Rielp fo Dow e his work, T've never
regrefled that decision. For several vears,
I pericd LIWFVAA dwes in order fo receive the

JiNMG: Namral Kesources COhalr 20006-
2007 and am currently serving on the
Hovard nf!.H"!-Z-I!.—I. I am also o mennber
af the Lake FErie Basin Committee com-
pased of those Leagues whose commu-
wity warter flows fnte Lake Frie in the
states of Ohio, New York, and Pennsyd-
wvania.

What is vour favorite part about be-
ing a member of LWVAA?

1¥ is very stimulating and educational

e the miered

What do you think is the biggest is-
sue voters face?

That can run the gamul from how o
register, where to vole, wndersiond
issnes on the balflor, find owt aboul cor-
dichares, make a chafce, gel fo the polls
and cast a vole. This is a real commit-
ment by valers who live with a govern-
meml of the people, by the people and
Sor the people. We don't want fo lose
i,

What do yvou enjoy doing owiside of
League?

Read, play the plano; waler exercise;
hiking in the parks; figsaw puzzles:
playing Scrabble with Don; volumteer-
ing fo simg with the fumeral chodr of my
church; plaving bridge; Falls Travel
Clid annid ovve=clony Biis irips; amd warchi-=
ing the Cavs games on TV, Go Cavs!
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IMPORTANT DATES

March 3: LWVAA member Chnstine Freitag receives
the Faye Dambrot Heroine award from Women's His-

tory Praject of the Akron Area, Inc.

March 8: Intermational Women's Day

March 14: Tour METRO RTA, Our Star on Broadway

230 1o noon

March 15-21; Sunshine Week

March 15 Mewsletter submission deadling

tion, encourages informed
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LWV MISSION

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organiza-

and active participation in govern-

ment, works to increase understanding of major public policy
issucs, and influences public policy through education
and advocacy.

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!!

Any cilizen of voling age, male or female, may become a League member.  Annual dues of $60 include local, state and national
membership, including newsletiers from each. Dues are $30 for those under 30 years of age. Household membership (same ad-
dress) is $30 for each additional member. Dues are half-price between now and the end of our fiscal year, Junc 30,

Name:

Address:

City:

Email:

Zip:

Phane:

Send o

League of Women Voters of the Akron Area (LWVAA), 380 Mincola Avenue, Akron OH 44320




