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President’s Remarks

culmination of the League
Voter editor, and I will be will
the LWVO Convention. Con-

and energidng expericnoe.
We'll come back recharged
at the Anmml Meeting on
June 4, and foll of ideas for
the coming vear.

The Annual Meeting will be
al LeFever's River Grille in

ing is always a pood Lme 19

of the ncoessary business of

yvear, Diana Kingsbury, your In this issue of the Yoter, vou
fimd  several
heading to Dublin, Ohio for items. One is the proposed
budget. Im keeping with the
vention is always an amazing economic times, the budget 15
significantly smaller than last
vear's, bt it nonetheless pro-
and ready to wrap up this vear jecis a rebound in our member-
ship numbers as a result of par-

is 2 3% nel increase in membser-
ship, which will require board
members and non-board mem-
Cuyahoga Falls this year. It's bers alike to help out in the
a lovely venuoe, and this meet- campaign. The number one way
vou can help? ASK PEOPLE
reflect back on our achieve- TO JOIN, Be prepared to tell
menis in the pasi vear, catch them why you are so enthusias-
up with members we haven't tic about the League—becanse Convention before they begin their
seen for awhile, and take care we are a great organization|

It barcly scems possible, but the budget, clection of officers In this issue you will also find the changes will roquire vour
another League year is rapidly and directors, changes to the proposed program for 2009-2010. vote at the Annual Meeting
dmwing to a close. As the bylaws, and proposed program.  Remember, in League speak, pro- in onder to be implemented.

gram refers to the issues for study

and action selected

important for the upcoming

al the Annual Meeti

this change is so t

vear into thedr tenm.

ierm of office, rather ilan afler a

as our focus | hope to soc many of you
year, These at LeFever's on Thursday,

ideas were generated by LWVAA June 4. Dinner is at 6204,
members al the anmml program with a cash bar at 5:30. If
planning meeting in Jannary, and you can’t make the dinner
our membership will viote on them pontion, plan to attend just

the business meeting, which
will begin at approximately

g

Another important ilem is the pro- 643, Ooe of the wonderful
ticipating in the Membership posed changes 1o our bylaws things about League is ils
Recruitment Initiative. The goal There are several significant pro- grassroots nature; vour at-
posed changes which were spelled tendance and input at the
out m the Apnl YVoler, Perhaps the Annual Meeling is impor-
most important one is o swilch anl 1o keep Il grassrools,
the election of the President from and to help provide direc-
odd-numbered years to  cven- tion for the coming vear,
numbered vears, The reason for

hat pressdents

can receive training st LWVUS Sce you there!

: Er
Again, these s

Proposed Program for LWVAA 2009-2010

CITY OF AKRON PROGRAM

from Stow Program not covered

and Summii County Health

Inside this issue: Land Use, Planning and Zoning : by Regional Program into the Depariments.
Pren: : :{mumnic“lpn] Government : Belain EH%?E%%RAM PRIORITIES
Observer Corps 3| CUYAHOGA FALLS UNIT Environment ; Retain I, Study (sec above)
ek Secrianc i ;:.'"Eli{n;iuu: as a scparale entity, :.-:md Use : Retain and add 1o #8 2. Ejia.u::alc the public re-
NCOTPOTATE AMY Program unless it is part of a planned garding the MRDD system,
Acme CashBack 4| items from Cuyahoga Falls Commumity™. ] particularly  regarding
P‘Imgmr_: not mm-nd by Re- Cﬂu_nl:y Gl:_rwrnm:nl_. : Retain changes in funding and
Mominating Crvte 4] monal mto the Regional Pro- Social Policy : Retain prioritics,
LWVUs Heah Cre 5| STOW UNIT PROPOSED STUDY il o
Thank Youl 5 ‘.EliminaTL‘ a5 scparaic -l:il'[l:lj.r but A s:udj.*_n-fme costs and benefils community by providing
incorporale any program items of merging the Akron, Barberton, education or taking action.
REVENUE 2008.2009 08-09 2009-2010 EXPENSES 2008-2009 08-09 2009-2010
“Actual® [eontinued) “Actual™
Dues £7,080,00 $4.630,00 $7.880.00 ADMIN CMTES
Conlributions 0 0 ] Membership $500.00 $425.00 $500.00
Community i 0 0 Postage i 75,00 £150.00
Medrariats 0 £40.00 ) PayPal 0 )] $100.00
Membarship $2,000.00 2221500 $1.700.00 Wober Guide ad i B0 ]
ED Fund 0 il Member Directory®  (Moved) ) 0
Oparating $1,400.00 ] 1.285.00 PRFund Raksing S500.00 [l 31,000, 00
114 PMP 0 0 Meetings/Programs  $100.00 $110.00 $200.00
LWVUS 026 (0
114 PMP LWVO  $594.00 0 i) Room rentals $250.00 ] $250.00
Raimbursament L] 213300 ] Legiskalive Breakfast () il 0
Interest 15000 0 0 Annual Meeting ] i 0
Fund Raising $2,000000 $160.00 31.500,00 TOTAL $1.350.00 $658.00 $2,300.00
Activities/Reservations () 0 i DELEGATES
Annual Mesting  © 0 0 Mational Convention () 0 $1.500.00
wﬂgx $200.00 il i State Convention $1,000.00 $000.00 0
NSF Reimbursement () 0 b Workshops $100.00 $100.00 £100.00
blemonals i ] ] TOTAL £1,100,00 $1,0:00,00 $1.600.00
Misc. LWAVO 1 $138.00 $100.00 ASSESSMENTS-
DUES
Reserves $2,270.00 0l b Maticnal PMP £3,304.00 $1.541.00 $1,758.00
TOTAL $1E820.00 £7,366.00 §12,566.00 State PMP §2773.00 51.857.00 52,064,00
EXPENSES HO0R- 20D fear-to-Date 2003-2010 Lake Erie Basin $35.00 $30.00 £30.00
OPERATING TOTAL $6.102.00 $3.438.00 £3,842.00
MaintInsurance $300.00 $297.00 $300.00 COMMUNICATIONS
SuppliesMiscPrinting $400.00 B223.00 SE00.00 Mewsletter
Poslaga 150,00 £50.00 £50.00 Prirtirg 51,000,00 FraE.00 80000
Telephone/Internat $600.00 $726.00 £700000 Postage £1,000000 ] ]
Rent $900.00 $000.00 900,00 Bulk Mail Fee 5168.00 {Marvesd) 0
Computer/Oparations  $200.00 $105.00 $200.00 Member Directory 5350000 $307.00 £200.00
Hew Media® Maved) Mew Media® ] 0 ]
Maintenance $1,200000 0 ] Equipmant 0 £500.00 253300
Bulk Mail Fea i} 18000 $180.00 Mew Media Design £1,500000 ] ]
TOTAL £4,050.00 $2.481.00 §2,930.00 TOTAL §4,018.00 §1,535.00 $1,883.00
BOARD | TOTAL EXPENSES  $1682000  $9,237.00 $12,565.00
President's Fund 3200.00 2500 £200.00
Publications for Board () 0 0 LWVAA BUDGET
TOTAL BOARD 200,00 135,00 $200.00
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By: Sandra Kurt

Observer Corps Report (Akron City Council)

March 16, 2008—This meeting included
the public hearing on how to spend
stimulus money. Most of the people who
came to speak wanted jobs and opportu-
nities for youth, cspecially with summer
approaching, and jobs for minoritics.
Council  President  Sommerville ook
time afier everyone was done to explain
how the minority contracting guidelines
work, He also admonished some for nod
supporting their own commumity by
shopping st Acme #1 instead of Henry's
Acme,

March 23, 2009—The changes to the
Goodyear project were approved. au-
thorizing the issuance of bonds earlier in
the project than initially planned, due o
the credit crunch from the current cco-
nomic cnisis. Councilman Kilby made a
siatement aboul “supporting with reser-
vations,” because if it wasn't passed,

Waiting for the markets to improve
could be catastrophic (which was the
point of the amendmemt). Council-
woman Crawford had her name added
o the amendment.

Bdarch 30, 2009—Councilman Cox
imtroduced a resolution congratulating
the University of Akron Men's basket-
ball team for winning its first Mid-
American Conference Tournament
Championship. Also, an ordinance
passed creating Rita Dove Lane and
Mary Peavy Eagle Court. These arc the
first sirects in Akron 10 be named For
women (Rita Dove, in addition 1o being
Poet Laureate during the Clinton Ad-
ministration, was a classmate of Marco
Sommerville at Buchiel High School.)

April 6—Councilwoman Merlenti,
Chair of the Finance Commitice

related highlights of Max Rothal’s repont

12 the Finance Committee on the unprece-
dented overiime and  increased  work bosd
required of the Law Depantment due 1o the
dramatic increase in special records re-
quests, Councilwoman Merletti introduced
a resolulion recognizing the S1 YVinoent/Sd.
Mary’s Boys basketball team as siate cham-
pions. (The Councilwoman is an alumnus
of 5LV, where she also played basketball )
Councilwoman Renee Greene indroduced a
resolution recognizing the achicvements of
Cuntis Eaton Jr. He won multiple letters for
Track & Field and Football at Buchicl, and
now at Kent State, has won the 400 meter
at multiple meets and was the first “Kent
Stater™ to be named MVP at the MAC In-
door Championship for Track & Field
And, as Councilwoman Greene noted,
“most importantly”, Curtis made the
Dgan’s List last semester.

By: Jean Questel

Observer Corps Report

enis so seriously. Ethel Chambers asked
Mlarco Sommerville about the Beacon's

Observers for Akron City Council in report that someone had suggested using
March were Georgia Witte, Ned De- stimulus money to register voung volers,
Lamatre, Bonnie Horovitz, and Ethel She assured him that LWVAA is very
Chambers. At the March 16 Committes ready to fulfill such a need.

meetings, Ned heard Mayor Plusquellic’s

concern that cities may receive a lower Maureen Sullivan, Kathleen Arthor, and
proportion of stimulus funds than the Bruce Greer attended Summit County
suburbs and rural areas regardless of the Council mectings in March. Their reports
population. On March 23, the Parks and were sent to be displaved on LWVAA's
Recreation Commitiee approved money webpage. Broce found the warm grecting
1o continpe the outdoor concerls in 2004,
including the Akron Art Muscom and the very friendly and his appreciation of
Heing  Poll Summer Dance Festival.
Georgia Witte found attending the Coun-
cil meeting changed her perspective of effort to become involved in our commu-
the council members as she saw them nities’ governance. Bruce also provided
addressing the problems of their constitu- the website addresses to get additional

of Council President Mick Kostandaris

League’s interest and attendance at the
Council mectings a nice reward for our

Main page: hitpofwww.co.summit.oh. us/
council/index. htm

List of meeting dates: hup/f
www.co, summit.oh. nsfcouncils

calendar, asp

Mecting apendas: hitp:/f
wyww.cosumimil.oh. uscouncilfigenda. asp
Mecting minmutes: http://f

www,co. summit.ob.us/councilf
minuies. asp

Or call 330,643.2725
In addition, Maureen did comment that

she had no difficulty hearing the Council
members, all used their microphones

information about Summit County proc-
C58CE;

whenever they spoke.

Submissions for the June newsletter may be e-mailed to Diana Kingsbury kingsbury.diana@gmail com or mailed to 1309
Perry Dr. NW Canton, OH 44708 by May 15th. Thank You!
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Member Spotlight on......50 Year Member Marjorie Thiell

With a family inferesied in govern-
menl and politics, a major in Govern-
menl at Bamard, and an imlerest in
povernmenial sirociure, | was wvery
aware of the League of Women Viol-
ers bud il was nol until 1958 when we
came to Ohio (the Tth state 1've lived
in) that I had the opportunity to be-
come a member. T stll might not have
done so except for a member | met at
dinner for Newcomers in Kent. A fel-
low dimer was questioning mie aboul
my background and when she heard |
had majored in Governmment (it was
nol called Political Science then)
asked me if T was interested in the
Leagse. When [ answered  affirma-
tively, she took me right from the din-
ner 0 a League meeling thal night
while my dear hosband  baby-sat.
Giood recruitment technigue.

Thai was only one [clor in joining

League. In the early vears of building a mar-
nage and a family, League helps keep your
mind alive, Angther factor is the cducation
one receives in nod only the structure of the
lecal and stade governoend bul also the po-
litical background from League's non-
partisan and well-rescarched  information.
Supplving this information solves ong of the
biggest issues facing a voter: oblaining non-
partisan facts, figures, and rcasons, Another
advantage of League membership is the
pleasure of meeting and working with like-
minded, active, infelligent women.

Owver the vears, between my membership in
LWY of Kent (6 vears) and LWWVAA (44
vearsh I have held every office and board
position ¢xcept that | have never chaired a
Mational study ilem. My first responsibility
in Kent was a study of the local tax strociure,
Mowhere else where | have lived had [ heard
of inside and ouiside millage but one of my
Favorile posilions was chairing ihe LWY0

siudy of the Ohio Constitulion—ila
really was an eye-opencr. My favorite
committee is, of course, the Govem-
meend Commities,

Other community organizations ['ve
been active in are Stan Hywet Hall and
Gardens (WAB and Board of Trustecs),
Akron Woman's City Club, Friends of
Children’s Hospital, Women's Com-
mitte of the University of Akron, Gar-
den Lovers Garden Club and the Cuya-
hoga Valley Civil War Roundiable.
And I've had the enjoyment of being a
Girl Scoul Troop Leader, a Cub Scout
Den mother and a Sunday  School
teacher.

[ lowve o read and garden and do word
puzzles of all kinds. And I have just
discovered Sudokun!

ACME CASHBACK =

$$% FOR LEAGUE

Maureen Sullivan  Joann Robb

&

By: Janice Jacobs
Our cash back check for 2008-2009, in  for next vear ane nod vet available, bui Sharon Gandee  Amyv Mitch
the amount of S153.40, has been re-  it's a good idea (o start saving your tapes  Mary Lou Gault  Judy Micely
coived. This is about $39.00 more than  again around Scpiember 1st. You may  Erica Greer Jang MNoble
Last vear. I'm nod sure why we did a bit  notice the linde “Acme Cash Back”™ print-  Sharley Greer Jeanme Orr
better. The program and time framee ool and amownt at e bottom of each reg-  Gerry Hall Jean Cuestel
were structured very much like Lagt  ister receipl. 'l let vou know ASAP. Sieglinde Hays Sandra Rossi
YEAr, Faveann Helms  Jang Sanders

Of course, the credit really goes to all the  Bonnic Horovitz  Joanne Shippy
Many thanks to ihe fine folks af Acme.  Leaguers & Imends who save their tapes  Jamice Jacobs Rosemary Spindler
Throughowt the inception of this pro-  throughout the year, Onge again, thank  Ardith Koeck Maureen Sullivan
gram coniributions of more than $1.6  vou, foall who confribuied!! Marorie Laning  Beily Tayvlor
million lkave been made to vanous non- Pat Lepingwell Marjorie Thiell
profit Akron area community organiza-  Lois Amold Jodie DeLamatre Gloria Markuten  Susan Vogelsang
tions. The dates and other particulars Linda Blake Emma Ferrin Ciloria Massa Paula Wamner
LWVAA 2009-2010 Nominating Committee Slate
President VP, _Program Board of Directors  Nominating Commitiee  Newinations (with the permission of the
Erica Greer ** Harrigd Cutler* Ehonda Davis Sally York wominee) will be enlerfained from the

Gerry Hall Jloar.,

VP, Organization  Secretary Martha Melson ALL TERMS ARE TWO YEARS

UNLESS DESIGNATED (*)
¥ e vear lerm, based on passage of

new bylaw
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By: Janis McMillen

At Risk Americans:The Uninsured and Underinsured

Data from multiple sources agree that in
2007, 47 million Americans (156 per-
cent of the todal 1.5, Population) lacked
any kind of health insurance coverage.
When these numbers are adjusted for age
{excluding those 65 years and older). the
uninsured percentage of the population
rises (o 17.9 percent. Moreowver, it 15 ¢sti-
mated that 25 million adulis under age
635 were underinsured during 2007, de-
spite having insurance all vear, In todal,
42 percent of all adulis (36,7 million)
were cither pninsured or underinsured
during 2007,

Putting a face on persons who were un-
deninsured during 2007 and 2008 *

Age: Ong of three people under age 63
were wninsured for some or all of 2007
and 2008; of the total uninsured popula-
tion, 61 million were adulis (between
19 and &4 vears of age).

Duration: Among the underinsured/
uninsured, 74.5 percent were uninsurncd
for nine or more months and one-gquaner
were uninsured the entire 24 months.

Employment status: 80 percent of indi-
viduals who were uninsured were in
working [amilies and only 16 percent
were not in the abor force (due to dis-
abilitics, chronic illngss, of serving as

family caregivers.,)

Income: Mearly 60 percenl were in G-
lics with incomes below the federal pov-
erty level (FPL: $21,200¢vear for a family
of four);, 52 percent with incomes between
100 o 200 percemt of FPL wenl withoul
health insumnce in J007/ 2008,

Racial and Ethnic origin: 55 percent of
Hispanics/Latinos, 40.3 percent of African
Americans and 34 percent of other racial or
cthnic minorities had no health insurmee
in 20072008, compared to 25.8 percent of
whites. While maial and ethnmic minorities
ar¢ morc likely to be uninsured, whites
accounted for 4928 percent of the unin-
sured.

Age breakdown: The likelihood of being
uninsured declines with age; 49.5 percent
of those 19-24 years old, 36.3 percent of
those 25-44 wears old, 323 percent of
those 43-34 yvears old and 21.2 percent of
those 55-64 years old were iminsured over
this two-vear time period. The 33-64 year
old age group consumes more health care
on average than younger adults. For all
cthnic and racial groups, lower-income
familics and individuals were more likely
io be uninsured than lower-income whiles.
This disparily continues even as Moomes
risg in all groups.

There is a marked increase in the mum-
ber of adults having difficulty paying
medical bills—the most visible conse-
quence of the weakening insurance
coverage, Im 2007, 41 percent of adults
(72 million people) reported problems
paying medical bills, faced bill collec-
tors or were i debt for medical care,
up from 34 percent or 58 million in
2005, The magonty had msummce at the
time ihese hills were incormed* *—well
in advance of the economic downiumn,

AN slatistics ahove and below ave
Srom  RttpeStwww, familiesusa, org’
resonrces/publications/reports/
antericans-al-rla-flndings hind

* & e stafistics in this paragraph are
ronn Ritps
whw. comroRwealfina org Content’
Publications Testimonies 2000 Feb/
Testimomy-Tnsurance-Design-Matters-
Linderinsured-Trends-Health-and-
Financial-Risks aspx

Jdaniz Molditlen [LHVLY Board mem-
ber and LWVES) is chair of the
LWVUS Health Cove Edwcationn Task
Foree,

Produced by the LWVUS Health Care
Edvcation Task Foree, 20009

In grateful appreciation, LWVAA would like to recognize the following mem-
hers who made contribulions over and above their membership dues. Together,

44320-13 55

President: Erica Greer (330) 882-3106

Editor: Diana Kingsbury (330) 309-7535

Membership: Jodie Del.amatre (330) 376-0399

thiir donations totaled 31243 to benefit LWVAA. Your support helps Make De-
THANK YOU mocracy fork!
Bany thanks to all of you!
Lois Amold Gerry Hall Amy Mitch Sandra Smith
Jodie DeLamatre Sicglinde Hays Jane Noble Rosemary Spindler
Ann Dueff Ardith & Bill Keck Bonnie Parks Marjorie Thiell
hary Lou Crault Diana Kingsbury Willete Riley Susan Vogelsang
Sara Gibbs Gloria Massa Joann Robb Sally York
[ Erica & Bruce Greer Kathryn Michacl Jane Sanders Anonymous (6)
e RON-PROFIT OGRANIZATION
LEAGLE OF U EPOSTAGE
WOMEN VOTERS PAID
380 Mineola AKRON, OHIO
Akron, OH PERMIT NO. 445

IMPORTANT DATES

May 1: Law Day
May 1-3: LWV Ohio Convention
May 10; Mother's Day

May 15: Newsletier Deadline

June 4: Annual Mecting at LeFever's River Grille

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

LWV MISSION

The League of Wemen Voters, a nonpartisan political organiza-
tion, enoourages informed and active participation in govern-
ment, works (o increase understanding of major public policy

issues, and influences public policy through education and advo-

dress) is $30 for each additional member.

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!!

Any citizen of voding age, male or female, may become a League member. Annual dues of 360 include local, state and national
membership, including newsletters from each. Dues are $30 for those under 30 years of age. Household membership (same ad-

Address:

City;

Email:

Send 1o

League of Women Volers of the Akron Area (LWWVAA), 380 Mineola Avenue, Akron OH 44320




