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By: Erica Greer

President’s Remarks

As | begin my third and final
year as president of LWVAA,
1 must say | never dreamed it
would be such an exciting
summer!

futes at
WAKR

First of all, we actually have a
President-Elect! Diana Kings-
bury graciously agreed to take
thalt position at the Annual
Meeting. Knowing there is
someone waiting in the wings
makes my job so much eas-
ier—thanks Diana!

as part
Mayor

o hear

Then, in the space of just a
few weeks, LWVAA has been
called on to speak about our
concerns about the recall pro-
visions in the Akron City
Charter not once, bul three
times—by the Mational Con-
ference of Mayors wanting

our input for a video on recall
o be used at the Mavor®s Insti-

wanting to know how League
planned (o address our concens

after the recall election, and by
to our board retreat on July 18
about legislation he would be
sending o City Council, He

dicn’t have the precise wording
of the legislation at the time,

Harvard and NYL, by
newsman Larry States

convens im 2010,
of a follow-up piece

Plusquellic, who came

our concerns and talk Thursday, August

Charter amendment on the Mo- She will be able to offers us
vember ballot. He also expressed a fascinating perspective on
that he would be pleased to have women’s equality issues
LWWVAA represented on the Char- both here and abroad. This
ter Review Commission that will is a program you won't

Besides all of that activity, we are gust 27, and plan 1o bring a
planning a really exciting picnic friend (potential member)
this year. The picnic will be and a dish to share to Shady

memoration of Women's Equality MetroPark. The picnic will
Day (August 26), which honors get underway at 6:00, and it
the day 89 years ago that Ameri- should be a fun and

can women finally got the right to thought-provoking evening.
but he wants to change the vote. We are having a very excit-

number of signatures required ing speaker to help us celebrate Hope to see many of vou
to initiate a recall, from 20% of that milestone. Debra Johanyak, there!

the mumber voting in the prior an Akron native and author of

election, to 20% of the number Behind the Veil will talk to us Erica

of registered voters for the prior about her experiences married to

election. He would like Council an Iranian and living in Iran at the

to pass 1t 50 it could appear asa  time of the 1979 hostage crisis.

want to miss! Mark vour
calendar for Thursday, Au-

27 in com= Hollow Shelter in Sand Run

Board Recommends Study on Recall

Inside this issue: The LWVAA Board voted to address specific proposed charter This article constitutes the
recommend that the Akron amendments, required member notifica-
Health Care Costs | League conduct a study of the tion. The picnic will be the
_ recall parameters as set out in the Since the proposed study consti- general meeting at which
LWVO Election 2| Akron City Charter, Since the tutes a change in program from the proposed change will
Charter Review Commission what membership approved at be voted on. Please think
Qbserver Corps 3| will almost certainly be looking the annual meeting, the bylaws about the pros and cons of
_ al those requirements, the board define the required procedure. this proposed smdy and
Fublle Subwty Cimts 3| felt that it would be advisable for The membership must be notified come to the picnic ready to
us to develop a position so that of the proposed changes at least discuss this  proposed
Convention Report 4| we will be able to advocate for two weeks in advance of a gen- change to LWVAA pro-
or against particular changes. As eral meeting, and then must vote gram for 2009-2010,
Member Spotlight 4 | it stands now, we can only adve- to approve the change at a gen-
cate based on League principles, eral meeting in order for the
Convention Report 5| but that wouldn't allow us to change to go forward, u
h———._f—
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Annual Meeting Report

LeFever's River Grille in Cuyahoga Falls
setting  for
LWYAA's annual meeting this vear. We
had a good twmout and had a lot of busi-
ness to conduct, but we still had plenty of year into their term. We also made ac-
time for good food and good conversa-

provided a  beautiful

tiom,

In addition 1o the business we conducted,
Frank Comunale was on

hand to present a County Council com-
mendation o Marjorie Thiell for her 30

Councilman

from odd-numbered years to even-
numbered vears so that they can receive
their training at LWVYUS convention
when they are first elected, rather than a

commodation for meetings o be con-
ducted electronically when necessary,
reduced the number of meetings required
from four to three, and updated the first
three articles to conform with National
as required. The remainder of the
changes were primarily simple correc-

years of membership in the League of tions.

Women Voters.,

Akron, where is a long-time member.

We passed some bylaws changes includ-

ing changing the election of the president

S=year member Marjorie Thichl enjoying the soem-
ery ot LeFever's River Grille.

Congratulations
Marjorie! Besides commending Marjorie,
Mr. Comunale had some very nice things
to say about the importance of the
League, and we leamed that he was a
League member even before coming to

The budget was amended at the annual
meetings 10 increase the amount budg-
eted for the handbook. There was a cor-
responding change made on the revenue
side indicating an increase in contribu-
tions from members. The revised budget
appears elsewhere in the Yoter as re-

Lengue membars discussing bisiness at the Aneual
mecing

The membership adopted a revised pro-
gram as well. Because a study of the feasi-
bility of merging the Akron, Summil
County and Barberton Health Depariments
is already underway, we decided to elimi-
nate the recommended League study on
that topic. Instead, we voted to ask for per-
miission to observe the Public Health Feasi-
bility Study Committee meetings, rather
than duplicate that effort. A letter making
that request o study chair Bill Considine
has been sent and permission received.

In addition, we voled to eliminate the sepa-
rate program for City of Stow and City of
Cuyahoga Falls, and established two priori-
ties: 1) to educate the public regarding the
MR
change in funding and priorities; and 2) to
focus on emerging issues of importance to
the community by providing education or
taking action.

system, particularly regarding

Councilman Frank Comunale addeessing the mem-
bership

League Member Cynthia Sich Honored

LWVAA extends congratulations to
member Cynthia Sich, Director of the
Summit County Office of Consumer
Affairs. Her office received the 2009
Achicvement in Consumer Education
(ACE) Award from the National Asso-
ciation of Consumer Agency Adminis-
trafors (MACAA) in recognition of its
Financial Education Series. The
MNACAA represented 160 povernment

consumer agencies and 50 corporate con-
sumer offices in the United States and
abroad. To be chosen as the outstanding
Office of Community Affairs for con-
sumer education from among so many is
quite an honor,

The Financial Education Series is de-
signed to help those who are experiencing
tempaorary reduction in income or looking

for ways to save for either short term or
long term goals. These informative ses-
sions have been held at different venues
around the country, and try to help con-
sumers learn more about how to budget,
how to get through a financial crisis, and
how 10 avoid foreclosure. Check the
Office of Consumer Affairs website,
www, summit.oh/'us/'conaffairs  for up-
dated offerings this fall.
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Board Briefs
By: Erica Greer

We begin a new regular feature this
month. We hope von will enjov learning
more about what vorr LHVAA Boord
is working on. Perhaps vou'll even see
seunetlring  vou'd fike o be fnvolved
with—we welcome member participa-
tiowe. Aned of conrse Board meelings ave
apen fo the membership—just please lef
us know if vau wish fo observe. Meet-
irigs are held the first Thirsday of each
month af 5:30 pm at Cheist United
Methadist Church on Mineola Ave. in
Akron.

The combined board mecting, wilh
outgoing and incoming board members
and other interested League members
meeling togeiher was held at the Cuya-
hoga Falls Library on July 18, The first

order of business was to revicw the sirlegic
plan as developed in 2007-2008 1o see how
we are doing. The general consensus is that
progress has been made in some arcas, bt
that we must increase membership, kecp
working 1o increase diversity, develop a
new-member onentation o bhelp el new
members familiar with Leagoe and hope-
fully more nvalved, and 1o continue 1o
reach out to the commumity in vanous ways,
via voler service, voler registration, and the
speakers’ bureai.

We then reviewed the Membership Recruit-
meml Initiative with an eye 1o calendar plan-
ning. The goal is to raise League’s visibility
in the community year-round, nol just dur-
ing clection season. Members came up with
the outline of an anmnal calendar that sill

needs 1o be Meshed out with dates and
locations. This will be published in the
next edition of The Forer,

We also considered the advisability and
feasibality of conducting a study on the
local requircments for recall initiatives
and discussed plans for the annual pic-
mic, to be held August 27 in comimemo-
ration of Women's Equality Day.

Mavor Plusquellic asked o come and
speak to us about legislation he is send-
ing to City Council to change one pro-
vision of ihe recall process. which he
asked our board to consider at the next
board mecling in August.

LWVYO and LWY Toledo/Lucas County Lawsuit Settled

In 2005 LWY Ohio, LWY Toledo
Lucas County and 12 Ohio citizens
filed suits against the offices of the
Governor and the Secretary of State,
charging that over ihe past 30 years
these offices had failed to protect the
fundamental rights of eligible Ohio
volers 0 cast a meaningful ballot, as
required by ihe Equal Prolection and
Due Process Clauses of the Foureenil
Amendment 0 the United States Con-
stitution,

The case grew out of the 2004 Presi-
dential election and the United States
Supreme Counl’s Bush V. Grore deci-
giom, which held that differemt geo-
graphical regions of a state could not
adopt differing ways of adminisicring
elections. At the time the suil was filed,
there was no centralised election plan-
ning by the secretary of state in Ohio,
and cleciion officials in  individual
counties ran voling using their own
guidelines instead of according (o a sin-

gle standard.

We all remember pictures from the 2004
clection of students from Kenvon College
wheo wailed up 1o 12 hours to cast a vole on
onc of the wo voling mmchines allotied
thieir precincl, and volers in some precincls
in Franklin County waited wp to 7 hours,
Other people who were legally entitled to
vole were turmed away al the polls due o
CITOTS in slate reporiing sysiems,

On June 16, the plaintiffs reached an his-
toric agreement with the Stale of Ohio
which is binding on the state 10 provide for
uniformity and consistency in Ohio ¢lec-
tien procedures so that the opportunity to
vole can be enjoved equally by all Ohio
citizens, regardless of where they vole. The
setflement requires the Ohio secretary of
slate to take affirmative steps in how it
plans its ¢lections in order to prevent prob-
lems in the future. It also requires each
county to pul togeiher a comprehensive
Election Day plan so that voters don’t face

long lings and aren’t erroncously turned
away. The new standards are 1o take
effect immediately, and will be in place
for the

next state clection n 2010, These stan-
dards will remain in place until 2015,

“The agreement reached represents the
best interests of Ohio volers and guaran-
lees careful planning, cvaluation, and
oversight of the process that will provide
greater access (o the election process. It
is our hope that it restores public confi-
dence in our election process,” explained
Peg Rosenfield, elections specialist for
the League of Women Voters of Ohio.

The plaintiffs were represented by the
Lawyers’ Commillee for Civil Rights,
Under Law, Demos, and the law firms of
Proskauer Rose LLP, Amold & Porer
LLP, and Connelly, Jackson, & Collier
LLP, along with the Lawyer's Commit-
tee for Civil Rights of the San Francisco
Bay Area People for the American Way

Submissions for the September Foter should be submitted to Diana Kingsbury by August 15th. You can submit articles via ¢-mail
al kingsbury dianai@ gmail com or mail at 1309 Perry Dr. NW Canton, OH 44708, Thank vou!
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What is Driving the Rapid Rise in U.S. Healthcare Costs?
By: Rhondda Tewes, LWVMA, a member of the LWVUS Healthcare

Education Task Force

[This article is laken from the LWIUS
wehsite, www.hworg, Sources for the
stafistics cited in this article are available
there, but are not reprinfed here becanse
of space constraints, [

Health care spending in the United States
reached $2.4 wnllion in 2007, or $7 900
per capita It's projected to reach $3.1
trillion in 2012 and $4.3 inllion in 2017
{20% of gross domestic product [GDP]).
A variety of factors are contributing to
this escalation of costs, inchuding:

Health fnsurance Preminms: In 208,
emplover health insurance premiums
increased by 5% or twice the rate of
inflation, with an annual premium
averaging nearly $12, 700 for an em-
plover health plan covering a family
of four.

Administrative Costs: Adminisirative
overhead can cause health care insur-
ance premiums (o balloon: compare
Medicare al 3% with an average of
commercial camiers at 20%, and in-
vestor-owned Blue CrossBlee Shiekd
al 27%

Percemtage of Tetal Health Care
Costs: The typical American family
of four spent $15,600 on total health
carc costs in 2008, or 25% of the
combined family income of $60,000,
Im 2003, a comparison of healih care
costs i the US. and Canada found
that  administration accounted for
3.0 percent of health care expendi-
tures in the United States and 16.7
percent of health care expenditures in
Canada.

and patienis o navigate, and leads (o
inefficient care delivery. Confusing
paperwork and rules for multiple in-
surance programs allow paticnis to fall
through safety mets. Medically, pa-
ticnis are ofien subjected to duplicate
testing and suffer negative drug inter-
actions due 1o multiple providers and
no central medical records system.

Bricks and Mortar: Capital spending
drives operating costs and determines
ihe geographic distribution of re-
sources, When operating and  capital
payments are combined, as they are
cumenily, prosperous  hospitals can
expand and modermize while impover-
ished ones cannol, regardless of need
or guality,

Emphasis on Treafment:  Advance-
ments in clinical treatments, pharma-
ceulicals, and medical devices are ac-
companied by increasing cosis, includ-
ing costs of rescarch and development,
and advertising directly to patienis as
well as providers. The decision fo al-
fow advertising directly to patients hax
greatly increased the demand of new
products and services,

The Uninsured: Health care for indi-
viduals who are uninsured raises the
costs for all Americans because pro-
viders (physicians, clinics, hospitals)
make up the losses by shifling the cost
o paving consumers.

fmpact of Other  Tnswrarce: Oflen
overlooked. the medical expense por-
tions of lability, workers compensa-
tion and avio msurance for homes,
cars, and businesses also contribuie to

Despite high expenditures for multiple
private, state and federal healih insur-
ance programs, a Familics USA 2009
repor, Americans Af Risk, Tound ihat
86.7 million people—one out of every
three Americans under the age of 65—
were uninsured for some period of time
during 2007 and 2008. These Amer-
cans either pay for medical care oul of
their own pockets or delay needed care
altogether. Another 16 million Ameri-
cans are considered undernnsured. This
figure puts the 50 percent of consumer
bankrupicies in the United States that
stem from medical bills into perspec-
tive,

Produced by the LWYUS Healih
Care Education Task Force, 2009
2009 by the League of Women Yiot-
ers of the United States

1 hitp:ifwww.ncheorg/factisicost, shiml
2 hupdvwww. nche org/documents!
Costs-Workers-2000 pdif

3 hotpetwoww millimegn, conmvexpentise’
healtheare/producis-iools/ mimi

4 hitp;Veonient nejm, org/cgifcontent/
shon/ 3498/ 763

3 hiip://pama. ama-assn.org/ceuconlent
full2906/798 (see “Capital Spending.
Healith Planning and Profit)
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& hitp:dwww, prhp,orgnews 2007/
seplember/aboul_singlepaver 1.ph
2 hopdwww, familicsusa, org/assels/
pdfsfamencans-al-risk, pdf

o [ighly Fragmented Svstem: A frag- £ health 10 hitp:/Awww annals ors/ceiconient/
mented system is hard for emplovers KA O Rl i fll 14871755
LWVAAVISION STATEMENT

We envision LWWVAA 1o be a dyvnamic organization involved in bocal politics so that a diversity of citizens recognize the League
as an essential respurce that motivates them to become increasingly invelved in civie affairs and feel compelled to join the

League
Tt NON-FROFT CORANLEATION
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443201355

President; Enca Greer (330) 8823106
Membership: Jodie Delamatre (3300 376=0599

Editor: Diana Kingsbury (330) 3097555

IMPORTANT DATES

Angust 13 : Board meeting, 5:30 at CUMC

August 26: Women's Equality Day commemorating the
anniversary of the passage of the 1%h Amendment 1o

the Constitution giving women the right 1o vole.

August 27: Annual Picnic, Shady Hollow Shelier Sand

Run Metro Park 6:00-8:30 PM

September 1: Candidates” Night, Akron-Summit

County Main Library, 60 8, High St.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

LWV MISSION

The Leagoe of Women Volers, a nonpartisan political organiza-
tion, encourages informed and active participation in govern-
menl, works to increase understanding of major public policy

issues, and influenees public policy through edocation

and advocacy.

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!!

Any citizen of voling age, male or female, may become a League member. Annual dues of 360 include local, state and national
membership, including newsletters from each. Dues are $30 for those under 30 yvears of age. Household membership (same ad-

dress) is 530 for each additional membeer,

N e

Avldress:

City:

Email: P

Send to:

League of Women Volers of the Akron Area (LWWVAA), 380 Mincola Avenoe, Akron OH 44330

hone:




