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President’s Remarks
By: Erica Greer

Happy Holidays!

Perhaps it 15 just me, but 2009
seems fo have rolled past in a
veritable blur—how could it
possibly be time for the hali-
days already? But eclection
scason is behind us, so 10 must
be true,

Mext up on our League calen-
dar is onc of my fvorite
meetings: Program Planning,
I know many League mem-
bers scemed to be confused
about the purpose of Program
Planning. but please plan 1o
attend this mecting and |
promise vou will finally un-
derstand what it is and why it
i 50 imporiant.

Program, in League speak,

simply refers (o those issucs
chosen for siudy and/or ac-

16.

Therefore, the purpose of Pro-
gram Planning i5 to identify
those issues on the national or
state level every other year, and
on the local level each year. In
addition, we identify priorities
for our local League for the
ppcoming vear, Since this will
be an even-numbered vear, we
will be doing national program
planning on Saturday, January

There are a couple of reasons
Program Planning is one of my
favorite mectings, First of all, it
is the essence of League as a
Erassrools organization, as well
a5 a working model of represen-
tative democracy. The issues
the State and Mational League
study and take on as prioritics
do not come down from the
top—they come wp from the
grassroots, as cach local League
debates, discusses, and submits

or Mational  board

as the LWVAA boa

planning mecting. In

their suggestions, After the State Decades—countless studies

gets  cach and carcfully worded posi-

League's response, they take our tions representing the best
input and approve what becomes a that League members have
“board recommended program.” had o offer. The League of
The same is truc at the local level, Women Voters is truly a

rd will also remarkable and enduring

approve “recommended program” organization, and ahead of
that local members have debated its time in 5o many ways.
and discussed in our program

both cases, 1 hope you'll plan to panic-

delegates have the opportunity to pate in Program Planning
weigh in on and cast a vole for this year. Not only will you

convention, or at il

program either at state or national have the opportunity 1o help

i LWWVAA chan the course of League

annual meeting for local program.  over the next vear, you'll

also bear witness (o all of

Secondly, program planning is a the best that League stands
marvelous opportunity for League for. | promise that you will
memisers 10 review—
learn for the first time—all that new—or renewed—pride
League stands for. As we review in, and appreciation for the
League positions and consider extraordinary organization
issues for study or update, we can that is the League of

look back and see the body of Women Viders.

work of our organization over nine

-of perhaps come away inspired, with a

Erica

Hats Off to the League of Women Voters!

tion.
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We have an exciling year com-
ing up—the League of Women
Voters tums 90 on February
14th! LWVAA, which tums 70
in 2010 as well, is making some
exciting plans, and 1 hope you
will be a part of them.

On February 2 at 10:30 AM, we
will be holding a press confer-
ence at the Sojourner Truth

to the voter and the

As vou may know
Truth was an African-American
abolitionis and suffragist who
delivered her famous “Ain’t | a  -Contimued on Next Page-

Building on High Sireet in down-
town Akron (the Jobs and Family
Services Building). The Mayor of
Akron and the County Executive
will be on hand 1o honor the
League for its 9 years of semvice

Woman" speech right here
in Akron!

Also on tap in February are
plans for a luncheonm fo

honor local “Woman in
Democracy,” a inbule to
the many women elected
office holders in the Sum-
mit County area. OF course

COMIMENILY,
. Sojoumner

WOLUME T, IS3UE 12

THE AEROM VOTER

PAGE 3

Hats Off to the League of Women Voters! (continued)

Without the passage of the 19th Amend-
ment, giving women the night to vote in
1920, the culmination of 72 vears of im-
passiongd hard work by the American
women sulfragists (which later became the
League of Women Voters), none of these
women would have had the opportunity to
be serving their commumities. 1 hope vou
will plan to join us to honor these public
servanis and the role that the League has

played for all these yvears on Saturday, Feb-
muary 27 al the Fairlawn Country Club.

Furiher evenis will be coming throughout
the yvear—we'll keep vou posted in future
issues of The Akron Voter. | hope each and
every LWVAA member will be able to
attend at leasi one of these celebrations in
20101

Census/Redistricting with the Tallmadge LWV

By: Mary Lou Gault

On Thursday, November 19, [ attended the
Tallmadge League of Women Volers im-
PACT meeting al the Tallmadge Commu-
mity Cenier.

The town hall meeting stared with a pres-
entation by State Senator Tom Sawwver
(28th Diistrict), who reminded ws of the
importance of the U.S. Census and gave
interesting background information.

Local Census Office Manager. David
DeShon told us the census would be very
simple in 2010 and provided sample copics
1o those in attendance. It will be available
in the near fulure on=line
(201 0census. gov). DeShon stated his termi-
lory encompassed Meding, Summil, and
Wayne countics, a iotal of some 750,00
cilizens. Assuring us the census is safe, he
also requested workers. There is a definiie
procedure to applying for, testing for, and
acquiring the job to help with the 2010
Census. Hourly rates ranged from $8.25-
£19.50.

DeShon was followed by Leigh Mihalich,
Assistanl Manager of Recruiting, Someone
in the audience related that their friend
vowed they would nol answer census ques-
tions due 1o a concern aboul privacy. Mih-

alich assured us any census information
cannol be obtained by the FBI. IRS. nor
INS.

L5, Census Partnership Specialist Aun-
drey Somerville addressed some  issues
wherein people deliberately avoid the cen-
sus: fear of government, confdentialiy;
irrcgular  housing; complex and  Muid
houscholds, language barricrs and new
immigrani’'s apprehensions.  Somerville
told of cfforts to provide centers 1o aid
anyone in filling out the simple census
questionmaire. She sirgssed the importance
of local community involvement in aiding
the census lakers.

If vou think helping would send vou out 1o
homes that do not respond, we were told of
many ways that an individual would be
able to assist with the census.

The U5, Census Bureau is NOW HIRING.
Office Stafl—ofTice clerk. recruiting assis-
tant, administrative assistant and office
operations supervisor—Fall 2009 and carly
2010.

Field Stalf—early 2010—enumerator, o=

ew leader, crew leader assistant and
ficld operations supervisor.

Census forms will be mailed around
March 15-17, 20010,

Redistnicting was presenied by Annc
Nelson, LWVO, A fair plan for redis-
tricting is a definite possibility. Ex-
plaining how the progess has developed
over the years and sharing resulis of a
recent “contest”™ by LWVYO for a fair
plan, there is hope that fair redistricting
for Ohio may become a reality.

Mary Helen Hart, LWVO, helped with
the power poinl preseniations, stressed
the importance of staying informed and
encouraged the use of the LWVO im-
PACT websilc

The League of Women YVolers prides
itself on its ability 1o educate our fellow
citizens. Here is an excellent opportus
mity to do vour par. Leam aboul the
process and share vour knowledge with
family, Mmiends and neighbors. 1T you'd
like a copy of the census form, let me
know and "1l mail vou one.

Words of Inspiration

“Coming together is a beginning, keeping together is progress. working together is sucoess.”™

—HENREY FORD

\_—
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LWVAA Member Spotlight On....Gerry Hall

When did vou join the League?
I think it was about 1975. 1 originally
joined the Stow League.

Why did vou join LWVAAT And why
have yvou stayed in League?

I was invited to a coffec for prospective
members by Karen Fritschel [League
member and now Mavor of Siow.] |

meeling was about balance of trade, and 1
was 0 impressed with the presentation. |
felt like 1 actually understood ! And
League was the first women's group [ had
been to where the members didn't all just
sit arpund and talk about kids and cooking,
but about larger issucs.

What positions, if any, have vou held
with the League?

It's probably casier o say whal positions |
haven’t held. 1"ve never been treasurer, but
| think I have held just about every other
position. | have also been Project Director
and President of Ed Fund. ['ve been doing
Voter Service for a number of vears now,

What do you find most rewarding ahout
being a League member?

I think it is the people | meet and work
with. They are all interested and interesting

were treated very equally. It wasn't
whal vou were wearing or whal vou
looked like that mattered. It was vour
ideas that counted.

What do you think is the bigpest is-
sue voters face?

I think it's making an informed deci-
sion. Ii"s nod an easy ask.

Are you involved in any other com-
munity organizations?

The only other organization I'm cur-
renlly involved with is oy church, And
even when | was more involved, it was
usually something that was an offshoot
of League. like Kids Voting Leader
[nstitute, and the YES Project.

What interesis do vou have outside of
the League?

thought the people were really interesting. people. 1 remember noticing at a State [ enjoy reading, playing bridge, golfing,

plus they had babysitting, 0 vou could
bring vour kids 1o the meetings. The first

Convention what a wide variety of people
were thiere, from all walks of life, but all

and travel,

Board Briefs
By: Erica Greer

Meetings are held the first Thursday of each board agreed 10 sign on as a co-sponsor of
month af 5:30 pm ar Christ United Wethod- Governor Strickland’s Momentum 2010, an
ist Church, 380 Mineola Ave. in Akron, Ohio Women's Summit to be held on Inter-
Meetings are open and members are wel- national Woman's Day, March &, in ceniral

o e fferd

The board met in brief session prior (o the Membership: We had 10% response rate o
dessert reocption for prospective members our invitations to the prospective member

at the home of Lois Ammold.

Action taken included: nomination of Erica Observer Corps: Has volunteers 1o cover
Greer for the Inspiration Award for the all City and County Council mectings but
Women's History project; we should be would like additional voluntesrs to relicve

i,

receplion.

entitled 1o two delegates to the National those currenily volunicering,

Convention in Atlanta on June 11-15; the

Voter Service: Candidates’™ nights
were very well attended this year,
including over 100 people at the Cop-
ley School Board candidaies’™ nighi.
We need to do a better job of distrib-
uting Voters” Guides, and o0 make
them more visible at some locations,
such as Acme stores.

Webmaster: Work is proceeding on
the new website. We had over 3,004
visits to our website in October, and
almost 1,000 vigits in the frst 4 dayvs
of November.

Editor’s Note

The deadline to submit articles for the February Foier is January 15th. Anticles may be e-mailed 1o kingsbury dianaf@ gmail com
or mailed to 1309 Perry Dr. NW Canton, OH 44708, Thank you!
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Rural Health Care: Where the Needs Are Great and the Re-

sources Are Few (PART Il)
By: Doris Isolini Nelson (of LWVCA and the LWVUS Task Force on Health Care)

(This is part two of a report on rural
health care by the LWVUS Health Care
Task Force. Part one appeared in the
November 2009 Voter.)

Implications for Reform

“The obstacles faced by health care
providers and patients in mural argas arg
vastly different than those in urban ar-
¢as. Rural Americans face a unique
combination of factors that create dis-
paritics in health care. . Economic fac-
tors, cultural and social differences,
educational shoricomings, kack of rec-
ognition by legislalors and the sheer
isolation of living in remote rural areas
all conspire 0 impede rural Americans
in their struggle to lead a normal healih
life.” (23

Conscquently, the health care crisis in
rural America calls for a muolu-faceted
solution 1o the complex problem of
delivering health cane

# Eliminate professional workforce
shortages

Improve and expand the Na-
tional Health Services Corps. The
Mational Health Service Corps was
created im the 19705 because many
rural physicians retired or moved
during the 19505 and 19605, leav-
ing many areas in the country with-
out essential health services. In-
creasing specialization and techng-
logical advances fed the trend (%)
Through scholarship and loan re-
pavment programs, the Corps helps
designated shortage arcas get med-

ical, dental and mental health providers (s)
As of March 31, 2009, there are thousands
of designaied “Professional Shortage Ar-
cas” in primary, dental, and mental health
practitioners im the United States (7).

Create incentives for rural medicine
(13 Increase the cap on the cost of maral
residency training programs in pri-
mary care and general surgery and
provide appropriate funding for fac-
ulty to train additional residents in
those areas.

Create incentives for primary care;
Provide interest-free loans and tax
crediis on income for primary cang and
gencral surgery residencics im rural
and underserved ancas.

Provide equity in reimbursement
“Medicare payments to rural hospitals
and physicians are dramatically less
ihan those 1o their uban counierpans
for equivalent services.” (2)

Correct disparities in infrastructure
{4 This is particularly imponant in the
development of HIT within hospitals
and among providers. Electronic
medical records can also assist pn-
mary care doctors consuliing with
specialists who are geographically
scparated from the care of their pa-
tients.

Providing for health care needs of rural
Amernicans will require more than universal
insurance coverage. Access to care will
require the coordination and financial sup-
port of:

Medical training programs targeted
o rural needs.

Incentives for primary care practi-
tiomers in isolated communities.
Development of community health
centers that provide both health edu-
calion and scrvices,

Financing of appropriate HIT and
stafl (102§ 506K T)

. hitpiifwww. ruralhealthweb. org/go/
lefi'health-reform-and-advocacy/health-
reform/health-reform-advocacy-toolkit/
rural-reform-priortics

2. httpzwww.ruralbcalthweb. org’zgod
left/about-rural-health/what-s-different -
about=rural-healih-cane

3. hup/fwww, nrharoral org/gofrural-
health-topics/frontier/

4. hipyfwww uppermidwesirhre/org/
pdffpolicybricf_hit_palicy. pdf

5. hitp:/fohpr.hrsa. gov/shorage/

6,  htip://nhsc. bhpr. hrsa, gov/about/
history. him

7. hitp:/'mhsc bhpr.hrsa. goviaboul/

AV

The LWVAA warmly wishes you a very
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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United States Census 2010 (From the U.S. Census Bureau)

The first census took place in 1790 to
determine the number of seats each state
would have in the 1.5, House of Repre-
sentatives. The census also was created (o
gain a better understanding of where peo-
ple lived and 1o establish patterns of set-
tlement as the nation grew.

The Census Bureau was established in
1902, Today, in addition to administering
the census of population and housing, the
Census Bureau conducts more than 200
annual surveys, including the American
Community Survey, the Current Popula-
tion Survey and economic CEnsSusSes every
five vears.

The census is a count of evervone resid-
ing in the United States, both citizens and
non-citizens. The U.S. Constitution requ-

ires 4 national census every 10 years (o
count the population and determing the
number of seats cach state will have in the
U.5. House of Representatives. Both citi-
#ens and non-citizens are counted, as re-
quired by the Constitution.

You will receive a census questionnaing
consisting of 10 questions in March 2010,
either by U.S. mail or by hand delivery.
Some people in remole areas will be
counied in person. Houscholds should
complete and mail back their question-
naires upon receipt. Filling out the ques-
tionnaire should only take about 10 min-
utes, Houscholds that do not respond may
receive a replacement questionnaire in
carly April. Census takers will visit house-
holds that do not return questionnaires 1o
lake & cound in person

It 15 extremely imporiant that census
wounts are acourate, and that cvervone
participate. Every vear, the federal gov-
cmment allocates more than $400 bil-
lion to states and commumnities based, in
part, on census daia. Census data are
also used to determine locations for
retail stores, schools, hospitals, new
housing developments and other com-
munity facilities. Census data also de-
terming boundaries for state and local
legislative and congressional districts.

Remember, census data is kept confi-
dential. By law, the Census Burcan
cannol share an individual s responses
with anyone, including other federal
agencies and law enforcement entities.

Mark Your Calendar for Statehouse/Council Day!

From LWYO:

“Mark your calendar! Statchouse Day

(SHD} 2010 and Seate Council will take
place April 14, 2010 in Columbus, OF
course, having local League leaders and
advocates in town for these concurment
events is a perfect excuse 10 celebrate the
S0th anniversary of the founding of the
League of Women Voters. So in addition

Will invite legislators (o join us for a re-
ception complete with binhday cake

We are working on the agenda for SHD 10
provide an exciting and informative pro-
gram. [nformation will be fortheoming on
specifics but we wanted to remind you 1o
mark your calendars and begin making
arrangements (o come 0 Columbus on
Aprl 14, 2010, If vou have any questions,
please feel free 1o contact our Statchouse

Day. it is a really great way 1o leam maore
about what League is doing on ihe stale
level. It is also a great chance to network
With odher Leagues around the state and
also to leam more about the advocacy
work of LWVO's amaring volunteer
labby corps. We usually carpool down o
Columbus, so if you arc intercsted in
attending, please contact Erica (330) 882-
31 or encagrgreerzone.com. It's an

o deliberating over LWV0O's mext fiscal
year budget and bricfing you on essential
reform issues—from the lawsuil seitle-
ment to redistricting and the Census—uwe

Day Coordinator Scott Britton toll free at
1=87T=-LWV-0OHIO | 1-B77-598-6440)

informative, interesting and fun day, and
all are welcome to attend!

If vou have never attended Statchouse

The League’s Mission

The mission of the League of Women Voters 15 to encourage the informed and active participation of citizens in government and
tor infinence public policy through education and advoacacy.

The League of Women Voters of the Akron Area has been in existence since 1940, For the past several decades, LWVAA has
worked hard to encourage informed and active citizen participation in the government at the local, state, and national level.
LWWVAA's strength is found in the grassroots involvement of dedicated citizens within Akron and surrounding communities.
LWVAA is both nonpantisan AND political. This unique structure ensures that the best possible outcomes for citizens are studicd
and directly pursued within the government. For more information, please visit our website ai www. Iwvaa.org.
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President: Enica Greer (330) 882-3106

Membership: Jodie Delamatre (330) 376-0399 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Editor: Diana Kingsbury (330) 309-7535

IMPORTANT DATES
January 7: Board Meeting 5:30 pm (CUMC)

January 16; Program Planning 9:30 am (Cuyahoga Falls
Public Library)

February 2: Press Conference 10:30 am (Sojourner
Truth Building)

February 4 Board Meeting 5:30 pm (CUMC)

February 27; “Women in Democracy™ luncheon
{Fairlawn Country Club)

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!!

Any citizen of voting age, male or female, may become a League member. Annual dues of $60 include local, state and national
membership, incloding newsletters from each. Dues are $30 for those under 30 years of age. Household membership (same ad-
dress) is $30 for each additional member.

Mame:

Address:

City: Zip:

E mail- PFhone:

Send to:

League of Women Voters of the Akron Area (LWVAA), 380 Mincola Avenue, Akron OH 44320




